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Summary of Achievements, Contributions, and Service 

Ǉ Fully supports music education in FCPS, which has resulted in enhancing K-12 music education in FCPS   

Ǉ Spear-headed and promoted the immediate creation of a new FCPS Coordinator of Fine Arts position focusing on only 

K-12 Music, K-12 Art, and K-12 Theatre/Dance, based on what she saw and heard at the FMEA Awards Banquet two 

years ago, supporting FMEA 2017 Administrator of the Year award winner. These areas were covered at the county 

level before this by a coordinator who also focused on Media K-12 and K-12 Textbooks.   

Ǉ Lead the most recent 2018 Referendum Steering Committee to continue our Fabulous county 1-mill tax referendum 

that supports music education, art education, physical education, media/library education, and vocational programs 

(and was passed on August 28, 2018 with 72% of voters supporting the tax!)  

Ǉ Advocates for music education on a regular basis at public and private educational events, music performances 

(including individual school performances and large-scale all-county musical events), parent organization gatherings, 

and county business events and meetings, by speaking about the importance of music and arts education, as well as 

the importance of the local 1-mil referendum                                                                                                  

(example: https://www.youtube.com/mocksitewithconcertonit, starting at minute 43:15)  

Ǉ Attends multiple school, community, and district music performances on behalf of FCPS and works at school and 

community music performances by helping with student movement, safety, visibility, parent involvement, and 

more!  

Ǉ Financially supports the music and arts education in Fabulous county with a generous budget of $2/student for music 

education and $2/student for arts education (funded by the 1-mil tax referendum) to help provide the highest music 

and art educational experience possible for all FCPS students  

Ǉ Supports and pursues exemplary programs of standards-based, sequential music curriculum offered as part of the 

school day, throughout elementary (for every 700 elementary students, the school receives a full time general music 

educator), middle and high schools (every secondary school receives at least one, if not multiple, full time music 

educators offering a variety of music courses)  

Ǉ Works tirelessly through-out the community to ensure that music education (and arts education) is valued as a high 

priority, core subject for our all students   

Ǉ Supports and encourages teachers to take leadership roles and arts education advocacy roles at the county and  

state levels  



 

 
  



 

 
 



 

 

September 4, 2018  

  

To Members of the FEMEA Awards Committee,  

I am both excited and pleased to recommend School Board Chairwoman for the Florida Music  

Education Associationôs 2019 School Board Member of the Year Award. Both as a music instructor and as 

Marion County Public Schoolôs Teacher of the Year for 2017, I had numerous opportunities to experience the 

love of, commitment to and support of Music and the Arts for which Chairwoman has consistently advocated 

in our county.  

As a member of the Referendum Steering Committee, which the Chairwoman assembled, I witnessed the 

kind of dedication, hard work and commitment that are a part of her character which assures that music 

education for K-12 students throughout Marion County will be a living and exciting part of their school day. 

She gathered together a diverse group of educators, business and community leaders to ensure that music, art, 

physical education, vocational education and media/library education would receive sorely needed funding 

through the continuation of a 1-mil tax referendum without which such essential education would not happen. 

Throughout the steering committee process, she never wavered in her focus on making music education a 

priority in our schools and demonstrated the sort of behind the scenes diplomacy and tough mindedness that 

made it a reality on August 28th of this year.  

As a music teacher for students with special needs, an essential part of my job is being able to readily access 

support and educational resources in a timely fashion. In this regard, she was instrumental in the creation of 

the MCPS Coordinator of Fine Arts position, focused solely on K-12 Art, Music and Theatre/Dance. Our 

program has received invaluable resources as a direct result of her foresight. I canôt count the number of 

times I have received support and direction from our coordinator which greatly impacted the quality of 

education my students received.  

As Marion County School Districtôs Teacher of the Year I was frequently invited to participate in public 

events throughout the community, and whether from the podium or the pews, she was always there 

advocating the need for music education in our schools.  

It is with all of these labors and accomplishments in mind that I enthusiastically recommend Chairwoman for 

the Florida Music Education Associationôs 2019 School Board Member of the Year Award.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jééééé..  
Marion County School District Teacher of the Year, 2017  

2018 Florida Teacher of the Year Finalist  

Hillcrest School, Ocala, Florida  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

  

Dear FMEA Awards Committee:  

It is my pleasure to write this letter of recommendation in support of Chairwoman of the Marion County School 

Board, for the FMEA 2019 School Board Member of the Year Award nomination.  

  

Chairwoman recognizes the importance of music education for ALL students. In the many recommendation letters 

and summary of qualifications you have read over many different attributes that make the Chairwoman most 

deserving of this award. But allow me to tell you a story that I believe epitomizes exactly why she should be named 

the FMEA 2019 School Board Member of the Year.  

   

At the FMEA 2017 professional development conference, Mock Name of MCPS won the FMEA 2017 Administrator 

of the Year award. Our newly elected MCPS Superintendent was not able to join him in his award acceptance, so 

Chairwoman jumped at the chance to support one of her principals. When we sat down to breakfast and started 

talking over all the awards that other schools were receiving in other counties, ChairwomanΩs first reaction was, 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ aŀǊƛƻƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΚέ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

really quite simpleτour MCPS Coordinator of K-12 Music was also coordinator of a million other areas, and could 

not (nor did not) spend the time needed to cultivate truly inspiring and exemplary K-12 music education programs 

within our schools. I went on to explain that we needed what most other counties in this state haveτa county 

coordinator that only focuses on fine arts. Her response was simple and definiteτέhƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ !ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ 

included the first-ever K-12 Fine Arts Coordinator. She saw, she heard, and she made it happen. A true advocate of 

music education.  

  

In my ten years working in MCPS, I have never met a more deserving advocate for music education than 

Chairwoman.  A chairwoman that not only supports music education for all students, but supports every facet of 

making music education successful. Chairwoman is not only the most deserving of this award, but is truly your FMEA 

2019 School Board Member of the Year.  

  

Sincerely,  

Music Educator, Shady Hill Elementary, MCPS  

District 5 Chair, Florida Elementary Music Educators Association  

Emerging Leader, Florida Elementary Music Education Association  

  

September 6, 2018   


