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President’sMessage

Building Our FMEA Communities:  
Now Is the Time

Shelby R. Chipman, PhD 

President
Florida Music  

Education Association

Greetings, colleagues, and Happy New Year! I certainly 
hope each of you had an amazing holiday season and are 

charged up to make 2023 an exceptional year for you, your music 
students, and your communities. I am elated to welcome our 
members and guests to what will be a magnificent 2023 FMEA 
Professional Development Conference in Tampa, Florida. Our 
theme, Unity in Music Education: Building Communities One Note 
at a Time, is driven by our commitment to take the lead as music 
educators while developing lifelong learners of music who also 
appreciate the value of music beyond notes and rhythms. This 
year’s conference provides an opportunity for each of us to work 
on fixing our wrongs and refining our rights.

FMEA is certainly more than a conference; there will be a 
wealth of information, experienced music educators/merchants, 
learning curves, networking, musical forums, and collaboration 
moments throughout this professional development weekend.

Conference highlights include:	« FMEA Pre-Conference, Building Community: Your Voice 
Matters! (Wednesday)	« FMEA President’s Concert (Wednesday)
• Three Outstanding Performances by our invited band, cho-

rus, and orchestra ensembles—Dreyfoos Philharmonic, 
Sickles High School Wind Ensemble, and Wellington 
High School Valkyries Chorus	« FMEA First General Session (Thursday)

• All-State Elementary Chorus singing The Star Spangled 
Banner

• Comments from NAfME National President Scott Sheehan
• Grand Parade (A MUST SEE!) with Junkanoo Band (Miami, 

Florida), Tampa Bay Mariachi Band, and FAMU Pep Band
• Performance by the FMEA Music Teacher Ensemble	« FMEA 3K Walk (Saturday—Register now, before it’s too late!)	« FMEA Second General Session (Friday)
• Health & Wellness 7-minute workout—Wear your favorite 

school polo shirt
• Dr. Benny L. Bolden, Jr., keynote speaker
• FMEA Hall of Fame Induction
• FMEA Awards Recognition Celebration
• Performance by the FMEA Collegiate Ensemble	« FMEA Student Leadership Workshop (Wednesday)
• Activities for future leaders in music education
• Anne Fennell, presenter

	« FMEA Exhibitor Trade Show (Thursday–Saturday)
• Visit our exhibitors and our Florida Corporate & Academic 

Partners and share with them your appreciation for their 
presence and how they make a difference in the confer-
ence experience.

I am reminded of my initial attendance at our FMEA confer-
ence 34 years ago as a novice band director. This valued experi-
ence helped equip me with so many intangibles, to include those 
teachable moments through conversations with colleagues and 
music merchants. There were so many experienced directors 
who served as mentors, and much of the conference focused 
on building relationships and thinking about ways to navigate 
your own program. I can vividly appreciate the humble begin-
nings, but most importantly, I realized early that “you can’t get 
the information if you don’t put yourself or your program in a 
position to learn the given information.”

I’ve always been told that if you are a serious musician, there 
are a host of reasons for attending music conventions—with 
networking benefits being only the most obvious. We should be 
interested in meeting people from all over the world. Whether 
it’s in your nearby geographical region or farther afield, attend-
ing our conference can be just the thing to get you out of a rut or 
to energize you with newfound enthusiasm for your day-to-day 
work.

Our FMEA conference attracts attendees and presenters 
whose ideas can flex your thoughts and vision in new directions, 
spurring professional and personal growth. You’ll have access to 
lectures, workshops, auditions, live performances, round tables, 
symposia, instrument and technology demonstrations, and a 
chance to meet with people who are eager to share ideas and to 
communicate teaching and performance tips.

During the conference, approximately 250 clinic sessions, plus 
all-state rehearsals, meetings, and numerous special events will 
occur. Concert performances will feature 23 all-state ensembles, 
professional ensembles, and invited secondary school ensembles 
and college/university ensembles. Six mini-concerts will be held 
in our general registration area. FMEA will also sponsor our 
Digital Music Showcase—a must see for all!

Numerous music industry and college/university exhibitors 
will be present in the FMEA exhibition hall. Mark your calendar 
to attend the FMEA Exhibition Grand Opening on Thursday at 
12:15 pm. We will be led to the upper concourse by the Junkanoo 
Band (Miami, Florida).
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high-quality publication, and we gratefully acknowledge 
their support of our mission. We hope you will take special 
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your professional association and the enhancement of Florida 
music education. 

The publisher does not endorse any particular company, 
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(FMEA) is not responsible for the content of any advertisement 
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submitted for publication. Information for advertisers (rate 
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Advertisers shown in bold have provided additional support to 
FMEA members through membership in the the Florida Corpo-
rate and Academic Partners program. These Partners deserve your  
special recognition and attention.

I also encourage our members to take pride in knowing our 
association is more than a conference. The conference is the 
appetizer, but the main entrée is made up of those experiences 
that we provide day to day. Therefore, change can be an ally in 
helping to shape your life, and certainly the lives of our students. 
As President Barack Obama said on February 5, 2008, “Change 
will not come if we wait for some other person or some other 
time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. We are the change 
that we seek.”

I am excited to announce that Florida collegiates and music 
teachers from around the state of Florida will be featured during 
our general sessions. The FMEA Music Teacher Ensemble will 
be performing during the First General Session, and the FMEA 
Collegiate Ensemble will be on the program during the Second 
General Session.

There is so much to experience during our FMEA Professional 
Development Conference. Enjoy every moment!

We’re so grateful to our FMEA teachers who believe in our 
mission “to promote a quality, comprehensive music education 
in ALL Florida schools.”

I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but people will 

never forget how you made them feel. 
  – Maya Angelou

Enjoy the conference! 
 

 
Shelby R. Chipman, PhD, President 
Florida Music Education Association

 

2022-23 FMEA Membership: 
You are eligible for membership in the Florida Music Education 

Association if you are an individual engaged in the teaching, 
supervision, or administration of music in elementary and secondary 

schools, colleges, or universities within the state. 

Visit FMEA.org/membership  
to learn more about the benefits of active membership.
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Get the FMEA

Mobile App
•	 Conference	schedule	at	your	fingertips
•	 Bookmark	your	favorite	sessions
•	 Add	sessions	to	your	calendar
•	 Concerts	and	rehearsal	schedules
•	 Searchable	exhibitor	list
•	 Read	the	latest	issues	of	Florida Music Director
•	 ... and more!

fmea.org/app
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The mission 
of the Florida 

Music Education 
Association is to 
promote quality, 
comprehensive 

music education in 
all Florida schools.

ExecutiveDirector’sNotes
Kathleen D. Sanz, PhD
Executive Director, Florida Music Education Association

Celebrating 79 Years
Welcome to the Conference!

Kathleen D. Sanz, PhD, Executive Director
Florida Music Education Association

Welcome to the 79th annual Florida Music Education Association (FMEA) Professional Development 
Conference and All-State Concerts. The FMEA Board of Directors is excited you have joined us in 

Tampa.
The conference theme, Unity in Music Education: Building Communities One Note at a Time, presents a way to 

collaborate and work diligently together to strengthen music education in the state of Florida. The last few 
years have been challenging for students and teachers as we navigated the many changes brought about by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Our conference sessions are sure to provide you with refreshing ideas for working 
with your students in today’s climate.

The FMEA Professional Development Conference is one of the largest music education professional devel-
opment events in the United States. In addition to approximately 250 clinic sessions and concerts, it is host to 
23 all-state ensembles featuring Florida’s top band, orchestra, chorus, guitar, Orff, and popular music students 
conducted by world-class conductors and teachers.

There will be 200-plus exhibitors in more than 300 booths in the exhibition hall. You will have ample 
opportunity to interact with company representatives as you visit their booths. Please support our vendor 
colleagues. In addition, you will have the opportunity to visit with many colleges and universities, both in the 
exhibition hall and at College Night (Friday, 6:30pm-8pm). Please encourage your students to take advantage 
of this valuable time when they can discuss their future music education endeavors with representatives of 
these colleges and universities.

Many of you are aware of the extreme teacher shortage. The number of vacancies in our programs is dis-
concerting. As an association, we are working on ways to recruit and retain a qualified educator workforce. 
I believe that teaching is the most important job in the world. We motivate students to become the very best 
they can be and to succeed in this ever-changing world. Teachers change students’ lives in a positive and 
productive manner. We’ll be discussing this and more at the Pre-Conference on Wednesday.

The FMEA Professional Development Conference and All-State Concerts is a joint planning effort by 
FMEA, Florida Bandmasters Association, Florida College Music Educators Association, Florida Collegiate 
NAfME, Florida Elementary Music Educators Association, Florida Music Supervision Association, Florida 
Orchestra Association, and Florida Vocal Association. Please be sure to thank the boards of directors of these 
associations.

This conference is the result of the efforts of many volunteers. Members of the FMEA Board of Directors 
spend many volunteer hours working on behalf of the association. The FMEA Executive Committee deserves 
special recognition. Please take the time to thank Dr. Shelby Chipman, president; Mr. Jason Locker, presi-
dent-elect; Dr. Steve Kelly, immediate past president; Dr. John K. Southall, conference chairperson; and the 
numerous volunteers who worked tirelessly to make this conference successful.

Happy New Year! FMEA is so glad you are here to celebrate in our 79th conference year. Enjoy the sessions 
and reconnect with colleagues.
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The Patel Conservatory music department offers classes, ensembles and 
private lessons in vocal and instrumental music for students age two through 

adult. Master teachers, teaching artists and performers lead all areas of 
instruction to provide the finest music education for professionals, 

pre-professionals, music enthusiasts and community members.

*Auditions required.

Summer Music 
Intensives

Tampa, FL

Choral Intensive 
JUL 10-14

Chamber Orchestra
JUL 10-14

Jazz Intensive 
JUN 26-30

patelconservatory.org • 813.222.1040

Scholarships Available

• Renowned guest artists in coachings and master classes
• Hands-on, in-depth training in specific musical styles
• Solo Honors Recitals
• Large and small ensemble rehearsals
• Strengthen technique and musicianship
• Intensives culminate in a performance at the Straz Center 

for the Performing Arts.

Patel Conservatory Music 
Intensives are week-long camps 
with intensive training for the 

serious music student.*
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Greetings: 
 
It is a pleasure to welcome you to the Florida Music 
Education Association’s 2023 Professional Development 
Conference held January 11-14, 2023 at the Tampa 
Convention Center. The conference theme is Unity in 
Music Education: Building Communities One Note at a 
Time and Tampa is honored to have been selected once 
again for this important conference that is one of the largest 
professional development events in the southeast for music 
educators. Appreciation is extended to the event organizers 
for their hard work in ensuring a productive and enjoyable 
time by all in attendance. 
 

Established in 1944, the Florida Music Education Association (FMEA) has continued 
to promote quality,    comprehensive music education for all Florida students as part of 
their total education. The City of Tampa is committed to making sure our citizens, 
especially the children, are provided an opportunity for a thriving educational 
experience and is appreciative of the dedicated members of the Florida Music 
Education Association for their commitment to the mission of the organization. 
 

While you are visiting, I encourage you to experience beautiful Tampa and discover 
our exciting nightlife, vast selection of great restaurants and shopping areas, and our 
many attractions including The Florida Aquarium, Busch Gardens, and ZooTampa at 
Lowry Park. Of particular interest are the Tampa Bay History Center, Tampa Museum 
of Art, Glazer Children’s Museum, Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park, Water Works Park, 
Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park, Armature Works, and Sparkman Wharf, all located 
along the Tampa Riverwalk, and nearby Perry Harvey, Sr. Park, each honoring our 
community’s history, heritage, and commitment to the arts. 
 

Again, welcome, and thank you for your commitment to Florida students and my 
best wishes for continued success in the future. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Jane Castor 
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5-Week summer study program 
for gi�ed musicians ages 14–23 
Located at Guilford College in Greensboro, NC

JUNE 24-JULY 29, 2023
SUMMER STUDY
EASTERN MUSIC FESTIVAL

Deadline: February 23, 2023
Scholarships available!

easternmusicfestival.org

YOUNG ARTISTS ORCHESTRAS - MASTER CLASSES
CONCERTO COMPETITION - CHAMBER MUSIC

BARTÓK THE MIRACULOUS MANDARIN | DVOŘÁK SYMPHONY NO. 6
JANÁČEK SINFONIETTA | PROKOFIEV SELECTIONS FROM ROMEO AND JULIET
RACHMANINOFF SYMPHONY NO. 2 | RAVEL DAPHNIS ET CHLOÉ: SUITES 1 AND 2
RESPIGHI FESTE ROMANE | STRAUSS EIN HELDENLEBEN
TCHAIKOVSKY SYMPHONY NO. 5

2023 SUMMER REPERTOIRE HIGHLIGHTS

AGES 14-23 | 

GREENSBORO, NC

Application Deadline: February 23, 2023
Scholarships available!

PRESENTED AT GUILFORD COLLEGE



2023 FMEA HALL OF FAME
This prestigious award honors individuals for outstanding contributions over an extended 

period of time to music and education in Florida, as well as throughout the nation.

Judy Bowers, PhD
2 0 2 3  H A L L  O F  F A M E  I N D U C T E E

Judy Bowers, PhD, professor emerita in the College of Music 
at Florida State University, retired and then completed four 
years of holding the Biedenharn endowed chair in music at the 
University of Louisiana, Monroe. At ULM, she led a curricu-
lum revision for the undergraduate music education degree 
programs and established a three-summer MME program for 
practicing teachers. Currently under development is CHOIR 
TALK, an online tool with resources and mini-classes designed 
for updating choral teaching strategies. Throughout her career 
in music teacher preparation, Dr. Bowers has taught undergrad-
uate and graduate classes for music education, and she conduct-
ed the Women’s Glee Club at FSU and the newly formed Bayou 
La Belle at ULM. A unifying principle across her work in all 
settings is Developmental Teaching, an approach that allows sing-
ers of varied skill levels to successfully rehearse and perform 
together in music ensembles.

A belief that the teaching/learning process is a collaborative 
act has led Dr. Bowers to create multiple partnerships that enrich 
learning opportunities for university students while also pro-
viding positive changes for the school and community partners: 
Adopt-A-Choir, a high school/university connection for one 
concert during one semester; Raa Singers, part of a before-school 
program pairing university students with urban middle school 
students for multiple choral and instrumental classes; and MTC 
Glee, a choir pairing FSU students with women housed in a cor-
rectional facility. Dr. Bowers contributes to music teacher pro-
fessional growth through presentations, publications, interest 
sessions, and school in-service; she models the choral pedagogy 
she teaches when conducting all-state and honor choirs in the 
United States, Canada, and Africa. In June 2014, Dr. Bowers was 
named a Lowell Mason National Music Education Fellow and 
was inducted into this society by the National Association for 
Music Education in Washington, D.C.
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ELEMENTARY MUSIC EDUCATOR  
OF THE YEAR

Ernesta Chicklowski
Roosevelt Elementary School 
Hillsborough County Public Schools

Nominated by Meghan Alfaro on behalf of FEMEA

Ernesta Chicklowski holds the 
BME from Florida State University 
and the MA from the University 
of South Florida and is nationally 
board certified. She is a music 
teacher at Roosevelt Elementary 
School in Tampa.

Mrs. Chicklowski is a high-
ly sought-out clinician for music 
education, arts in education, and 
teacher trainings and workshops. 
She has presented at national 
conferences, including Midwest Band Clinic and Orchestra 
Conference and Ohio State University. Ernesta has also served 
as a clinician for all-county chorus events in the Tampa Bay area.

With 21 years’ teaching experience, she was awarded Teacher 
of the Year in her school in 2002 and 2011. Additionally, she 
was named Ida S. Baker Educator of the Year for Roosevelt 
Elementary, an award given to an individual who embodies the 
pioneering spirit of Ida S. Baker by going above and beyond to 
meet the needs of diverse student populations. In 2014, Ernesta 
was named Hillsborough County Schools Teacher of the Year. 
This year, Ernesta was named a quarterfinalist for the 2023 
GRAMMY Music Educator Award.

Mrs. Chicklowski serves her local community both in and out-
side of school. She has served as president of the Hillsborough 
County Elementary Music Educators Council, and in addition 
to her work as an elementary music educator in Hillsborough 
County Public Schools, she is the founder and owner of the 
Studio of South Tampa, a music and theatre school specializ-
ing in private lessons and group productions for school-aged 

Congratulations to the  
2023 FMEA Award Winners!

students. Mrs. Chicklowski has served elementary music at the 
state level as FEMEA president from 2020 to 2022. Prior to this 
role she served as FEMEA District 3 chairperson for four years. 
She was an FMEA Emerging Leader and has served the state 
organization yearly as a session coordinator at the January con-
ference. Ernesta Chicklowski has dedicated her life to service in 
music education at the local, state, and national levels.

Steve Kelly, PhD, professor of music education at Florida State 
University and past president of FMEA, states: “Ernesta is sim-
ply among our very best in so many ways. Her energy is conta-
gious, her creativity is amazing, and her musical skills are of the 
highest quality. But to be the FMEA Elementary Music Educator 
of the Year requires her to be the VERY best teacher. Ernesta 
meets this most important qualification hands down. I have had 
the pleasure of witnessing her students and her skills firsthand 
and have seen the impact she has on all of her students.”

SECONDARY MUSIC EDUCATOR  
OF THE YEAR

Vivian Gonzalez
Miami Arts Studio 6-12 @ Zelda Glazer 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Nominated by Nerissa Manela

Vivian Gonzalez is a proud prod-
uct of Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools Magnet Programs and 
community music organizations, 
as well as a proud product of 
the FMEA All-State experience. 
Vivian teaches as the orchestra 
magnet director at Miami Arts 
Studio 6-12 @ Zelda Glazer (MAS), 
grades 6-12. The orchestra at MAS 
was created to give access to students who otherwise would not 
be able to enter a strings program. Here she has successfully 
created the largest and arguably one of the most prestigious 
6-12 grade orchestra programs in the district. In fact, in 2022 her 
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students made up 20% of the entire Superintendent’s Honors 
Orchestra and were among the strongest players in the orchestra.

Before Miami Arts Studio, Ms. Gonzalez taught at Southwood 
Middle School, where her students regularly made up a sig-
nificant portion of the Superintendent’s Middle School Honors 
Orchestra, as well as All-State, and her group regularly received 
straight superior ratings at MPA. Vivian then went on to South 
Miami K-8 leading an elementary music magnet program, which 
included choir, steel drum ensemble, modern band, and strings. 
Ms. Gonzalez held the largest feeder to all three South Miami 
middle school music programs. She raised the performance level 
of her middle school students who then continued in orchestra 
all the way through high school.

Ms. Gonzalez has presented at numerous state and national 
conferences on the topic of including special learners in the 
music classroom including the National Association for Music 
Education, American String Teachers Association, Little Kids 
Rock Modern Band Summer, and FMEA. She has served as 
the NAfME IN-Ovations Council southern representative, the 
FL-ASTA president, FEMEA District 1 chairperson, and FOA 7/8 
all-state coordinator, and was a member of the editorial commit-
tee for the International Journal of Music Education: Practice.

Ms. Gonzalez was most recently recognized as a 2022 
National Music Teacher of Excellence by the Country Music 
Association Foundation, was recognized with the 2018 Give a 
Note Foundation Music Education Innovator Award, was rec-
ognized as a featured teacher for the White House Initiative for 
Educational Excellence in Hispanic Education Spotlight, was the 
Magnet Schools of America 2016 Region 3 Teacher of the Year, 
was a 2014 GRAMMY Music Educator Award top-ten finalist, 
was a 2014 FL-ASTA Studio Teacher of the Year, and was a win-
ner of the 2013 Lady Antebellum 7FOR7.

Kasia Bugaj, PhD, associate professor of string music educa-
tion at Florida State University and past president of the Florida 
chapter of the American String Teachers Association, states: 
“When you look over her resume, Vivian has done many differ-
ent things in her career—some rewarded monetarily, some most 
simply because they needed to be done and Vivian stepped up 
to the plate. Vivian is one of the best advocates for her students 
that I have seen. But not just for her students—for anyone in her 
sphere of influence, be it preservice teachers, colleagues in the 
profession, or members of organizations in which she leads; 
she recognizes the good in people and lifts them up. Vivian 
Gonzalez is one of the most dedicated teachers and dedicated 
people I know.”

SECONDARY MUSIC EDUCATOR  
OF THE YEAR

Deborah Wong Mar
Southwood Middle School 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Nominated by Angel Marchese on behalf of FVA

Deborah Wong Mar has been a 
music educator in Miami since 
1977. Her choral studies began 
at Barry University, with the BA 
in music education. She went on 
to complete the MM in music 
education at the University of 
Miami and is working on doctor-
al studies in music education at 
the University of Miami. While 
teaching, she completed national 
board certification in 2003.

Mrs. Mar’s extensive teaching experience includes middle 
and high school. Deborah began teaching at her alma mater, 
North Miami Beach Senior High, teaching concurrently at 
John F. Kennedy Junior High. In 1989, she began teaching 
at Miami Southridge Senior High. Deborah has been choral 
director at Southwood Middle School since 2004. Choirs led by 
Deborah Mar perform at schools, county events, nursing homes, 
Nutcracker Ballet, and the South Florida Youth Symphony. With 
her leadership, her choirs have consistently received superior 
ratings since 1983. In 2017, the Southwood Middle School Choir 
was one of the first middle schools to be awarded superior with 
distinction honors, and her choirs have earned this honor every 
year since. Her students have participated in Young Voices 
Festival, Music in the Parks, and MusicFest. Her choirs were 
Grand Champions in 2005-06 at MusicFest in Orlando and in 
2007-08 at Music in the Parks. Since 2014, spring choir trips have 
become a hallmark of Mrs. Mar’s legacy, which includes commu-
nity service and master classes with professors at UCF, UNF, UT, 
and FAU. Whether volunteering at Clean the World, organizing 
book drives, growing plants for the Fairchild Challenge, or 
filling a bus with donations for Ronald McDonald Houses, her 
students put their love for music into action.

Deborah has demonstrated exemplary leadership in schools, 
professional associations, and her community. She was  
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department chair at North Miami Beach and Miami Southridge. 
Deborah has served as FVA middle school all-state chairperson, 
two terms as an FVA District 16 chairperson, and FVA adjudica-
tor, and now serves as FVA MPA chairperson. A frequent guest 
presenter, Deborah has shared her teaching expertise for numer-
ous FMEA conferences as well as in Maine and in Pinellas, 
Brevard, Santa Rosa, and Miami-Dade counties. Presentations 
focused on Music Literacy Through the Use of Solfeggio as well 
as Music of Asian Studies. She has conducted honor choirs in 
Miami, Broward, Palm Beach, and Santa Rosa counties. Interns 
from FSU, FIU, and UM have benefitted from her guidance as 
mentoring young teachers has been a significant part of her 
legacy.

Deborah was named Teacher of the Year at Miami Southridge 
Senior High in 2003, Teacher of the Year at Southwood Middle 
School in 2019, and Teacher of the Year of the MDCPS Region VI. 
She has been awarded grants by the Education Fund for Music 
Literacy and Music of Holocaust Remembrance. In 2017, Deborah 
was inducted into the FVA Hall of Fame.

J. Mark Scott, executive director emeritus of the Florida Vocal 
Association, states: “Deborah is a role model for our profession. 

Students who sing under her leadership are challenged, inspired, 
and encouraged. They leave her classroom with a great knowledge 
of music and vocal technique, which will serve them throughout 
life, as well as the impact of a caring and loving teacher. Deborah 
Mar represents the best of Florida music educators.”

COLLEGE MUSIC EDUCATOR  
OF THE YEAR

Peter Steenblik, DMA
Director of Choral Activities,  
University of West Florida 
Adjunct Professor of Music, 
Pensacola State College 
Artistic Director, Choral 
Society of Pensacola

Nominated by Elizabeth Phillips 
on behalf of FVA

Dr. Peter Steenblik is director of choral activities at the 
University of West Florida, artistic director of the Choral 
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Society of Pensacola, and adjunct professor of music at Pensacola 
State College. Past appointments include chorus master for 
the Pensacola Opera, director of the Women’s Chorus at the 
University of North Texas, and director of choirs at Jordan High 
School (Salt Lake City). Dr. Steenblik holds the DMA in choral 
conducting from the University of North Texas, the MM in cho-
ral conducting from the University of Utah, and the BM degree 
in choral education from the University of Utah.

Dr. Steenblik is an internationally known adjudicator and cli-
nician. He has served as the head of choral activities for the Utah 
Music Educators Association and on the Utah ACDA Board. 
Prior to joining UWF, his previous choirs have performed with 
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, Utah Symphony, Ballet West, and 
the Women’s Chorus of Dallas.

Dr. Steenblik joined UWF in 2015 and quickly became an 
influencer of choral music in Florida. The UWF Choir has per-
formed with the Pensacola Opera, the Pensacola Symphony 
Orchestra, and at the ACDA Southern Division Conference 
with the Mobile Symphony. The UWF Choir was most recently 
featured at the 2022 Florida ACDA Conference. Lio Irby, a UWF 
music education graduate, states, “Dr. Steenblik pushes students 
to be the best possible versions of themselves. He expects great 
things while being patient, understanding, and compassionate.”

In 2020, as the interim artistic director of the Choral Society 
of Pensacola, Dr. Steenblik guided the CSOP through the 
COVID pandemic, developed data-based safety protocols, and 
led the ensemble as they persevered to prepare three public 
performances. In 2021, he was named CSOP’s artistic director. 
Regarding Dr. Steenblik’s leadership, CSOP Executive Director 
Charlie Smoke, stated, “In just one year, he has completely trans-
formed the organization, elevating the quality of our singing 
and strengthening our sense of community.”

Dr. Steenblik is always willing to serve our choral community, 
as recognized in his receiving the 2022 FVA Service Award. He 
has given workshops at FVA, FMEA, and ACDA conferences. 
Though he is in demand as a clinician and adjudicator, he is 
always willing to visit a local high school to lend a helping hand.

Jeannine Stemmer, FVA president, states: “From the very first 
day I met him, I witnessed a gentle, compassionate soul who was 
ready and willing to serve in any capacity for the good of music 
education. He is intentional, passionate, and empowers those 
around him.”

And Alex Gartner, artistic and executive director of the 
Pensacola Children’s Choir, states: “In private conversations, Dr. 
Steenblik’s colleagues have repeatedly lauded his work for the 
choral community. As a partner in that same community sphere, 

I am continually grateful to count him as a trusted colleague in 
this important work. But perhaps even more importantly, as any-
one who is lucky enough to call Peter a friend would likely agree, 
Peter’s heart for choral music extends far beyond the podium or 
any classroom. He embodies the collaborative and nurturing 
spirit that is deeply ingrained in this art.”

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR

David Alfonso
Principal, Palm Beach Lakes High School 
School District of Palm Beach County

Nominated by Joshua Velez

David Alfonso is the proud prin-
cipal of Palm Beach Lakes High 
School, a large urban comprehen-
sive high school in the School 
District of Palm Beach County. 
His journey to his current leader-
ship role has been 29 years in the 
making.

He started as school age child-
care director and decided educa-
tion was his passion. After gradu-
ating from Florida State University, Dave began his professional 
career as an elementary school teacher. After only four years, 
his peers nominated him for the prestigious Dwyer Teacher 
of the Year award. His excellence was awarded with a prized 
finalist position. After leaving the classroom, Alfonso became 
an assistant principal at Heritage Elementary School in 2000. 
His diligence as an administrator was rewarded by earning his 
principalship at Frontier Elementary in 2007. Mr. Alfonso then 
moved on to head Osceola Middle School, which prepared him 
for his supervisory roles as West Area director and then the Area 
4 director. As the Area 4 director, Alfonso championed literacy 
in the elementary schools by authoring a $3 million grant to 
support all of the area’s low-performing elementary schools. 
He worked in the capacity of director for five years until he 
was approached by the superintendent to take the helm of the 
struggling Palm Beach Lakes High School. Mr. Alfonso did not 
hesitate before agreeing to accept the position.

In his tenure as principal of Palm Beach Lakes High School, 
David Alfonso has elevated the academic progress and entire 
morale of the school. He is not a prideful leader, which is proven 
in his viral “Principal Dances at Homecoming Pep Rally,” which 
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his students absolutely adored. Dave has also been seen at the 
outdoor pep rallies dressed as the school mascot. He is dedi-
cated to everything that is Palm Beach Lakes High. One of his 
passion projects at the school is supporting the Ram Regiment 
Band in becoming the premiere program in the state of Florida. 
He has secured funding for many of the band’s needs to do 
so. One of his first actions was to create an artist-in-residence 
position, which added even more focus to the level of student 
performance. Dave soon noticed the band needed to update 
their equipment. Since becoming principal, he has allocated 
over $75,000 in funding for instruments alone. This past year, 
Mr. Alfonso has set aside almost $60,000 for new band uniforms. 
His dedication and support of the PBLHS Ram Regiment Band is 
unparalleled. One might say he is their biggest fan.

Joseph Lee, EdD, instructional secondary superintendent of 
the School District of Palm Beach County, states: “Without the 
guidance and vision of Mr. David Alfonso, Palm Beach Lakes 
would not look as polished as it does, perform at the academic 
level it currently has achieved, and definitely would not sound 
as exceptional as it does each time they head out the door to 
enthrall another audience of fans.”

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Peggy Jones, EdD
School Board Member 
School District of Indian River County

Nominated by Sherry St.Petery on behalf of FEMEA

Dr. Peggy Jones has been involved 
with the School District of Indian 
River County since 1980. Since 
2020, Dr. Jones has served on 
the School Board of the School 
District of Indian River County 
and currently serves as the vice 
chairperson.

Having earned the BS degree 
from Illinois State University, the 
MS in educational administration 
from Northern Illinois University, 
and the EdD from Nova Southeastern University, Dr. Jones is no 
stranger to education and educational leadership.

As a school board member, Dr. Jones consistently supports 
music and arts programs throughout the district. Dr. Jones is 
a devoted advocate of the importance of including the arts in 

school curriculums, elementary through secondary level, and 
her active support and encouragement serve as a role model for 
educators, parents, and the community to continue supporting 
its music programs. She has students and teachers at the fore-
front of her decision-making, believing that participation in 
activities like music is one of the reasons students succeed in 
school.

Prior to being elected to the Indian River County school 
board, Dr. Jones was a teacher, coach, and principal. As a prin-
cipal she was a constant supporter of the music programs in her 
schools. During her entire career she has stayed true to her belief 
that, “students need to find that niche which builds relationships 
to feel like they are part of a team or program. There is much 
research out there about students becoming involved in any 
activity, and it shows that students who do this are more aca-
demically successful.” She believes this because she witnessed 
it for close to 50 years. As Dr. Peggy Jones herself states, “Build 
those programs where students can feel successful, and they 
will come.”

Sherry St.Petery, FEMEA District 7 chairperson, states: “School 
board members have come and gone, but Dr. Jones gets to know 
all of us. She visits our schools; attends performances; and stops 
and talks with teachers, students, and parents. During school 
board meetings she keeps the focus on what is best for kids and 
makes sure that music programs are supported throughout the 
district. She consistently shows, with her actions, that these pro-
grams are important and works hard to encourage all to support 
the music programs in our district. She is a hero to students and 
art teachers in our district.”

LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR  
MUSIC EDUCATION

Kimberly Annis
Instructional Facilitator, 
Music & Performing Arts K-12 
Broward County Public 
Schools

Nominated by Pauline Latorre 
on behalf of FEMEA

Kimberly Annis is a product of 
the Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. She received the BM 
degree with a major in music 
education from the University Continued
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of Miami in 1989 and the MS in secondary music from Florida 
International University in 1997.

Ms. Annis’s 33-year teaching career began in 1990 in Miami-
Dade County, first as an elementary music teacher and then as a 
middle school band and orchestra teacher. During her summers 
she taught music at a school for students with special needs. In 
1999, she moved to Broward County and spent 18 years at Walter 
C. Young Middle School where her programs received many 
accolades and continually received superior ratings at local 
MPAs. While in the classroom, Ms. Annis served her colleagues 
in many important ways. She served in several leadership posi-
tions, including as president and secretary of the Broward Music 
Education Association and president of the Broward County 
Orchestra Directors Association.

In 2017, she moved from the classroom to the Broward District 
Music Office, where she now continues to serve as the instruc-
tional facilitator for music and performing arts. In her capacity 
as the instructional facilitator, Kim works very closely with all 
the Broward County music teachers. Ms. Annis is a mentor to all 
music teachers K-12 and focuses on mentoring the new teachers 
in the county, developing a relationship with each music teacher. 
In addition to working closely with teachers, she is tasked with 
developing professional development opportunities for teach-
ers. Kim communicates with teachers, identifying their needs 
and relevant professional development (PD) topics, and then 
writes the PD content and works with presenters to help them 
understand how to present the material. She also creates con-
tent for teachers on Broward’s Canvas online platform. She has 
developed hundreds of lessons for every grade level and every 
musical subject, along with a vast library of lessons and resourc-
es that are made available to all the Broward County music and 
performing arts teachers. She also supervises all four of the 
all-county music events, as well as supports all the FMEA orga-
nizations in Broward County by helping at their auditions and 
events. She even enjoys helping the community by volunteering 
to play her oboe at various church and synagogue celebrations.

Joseph Luechauer, K-12 music and performing arts curriculum 
supervisor for Broward County Public Schools, states: “Kimberly 
Annis does a wonderful job of instructing teachers and provid-
ing positive feedback without making them feel uncomfortable 
or intimidated. She works very hard to first develop positive 
professional relationships with teachers, building trust. … I have 
known Ms. Annis for more than 25 years. I have worked with her 
closely for that same amount of time. She shows initiative, leads 
by example, and produces quality work. She is a great example 
of what the FMEA Leadership Award stands for.”

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD IN 
MUSIC EDUCATION

Jo Hagan
FVA Business Manager and  
FBA Business Manager

Nominated by Andrea Lange on 
behalf of FVA

Jo Hagan, a certified pub-
lic accountant, serves both the 
Florida Vocal Association and the 
Florida Bandmasters Association 
as their business manager. Mrs. 
Hagan serves both the FVA and FBA as not only the manager 
of state and district business accounts, but as a financial advisor 
that keeps the associations on the right financial path.

Jo Hagan is also the visionary and founder behind Barefoot 
Accounting, PA. Jo has a degree from Auburn University with a 
major in finance and a minor in accounting, and in 1998 earned 
her CPA. With the need for flexible employment to care for her 
two young children, Jo decided to become an entrepreneur and 
started her accounting practice. In 2002, Barefoot Accounting 
became incorporated, and soon after Jo and her family relocat-
ed to Jacksonville, Florida. As time passed, her children grew, 
and her business evolved to support others heading down a 
similar path of balancing work and family life. As a mom, wife, 
and business owner, Jo can relate firsthand to the struggles of 
starting a business, growing a business, relocating, and reestab-
lishing a business—all while raising a family. Jo’s passion is cen-
tered on helping people understand—and use—their financial 
resources to be successful in both life and business.

Mrs. Hagan has been the business manager for the Florida 
Vocal Association for over the past 10 years. As such, she has 
established a procedure for all financial dealings within the 
organization. Jo has transformed the way the FVA manages and 
spends its funds, innovating and researching methods to make 
the jobs of the district chairpersons and FVA Executive Board 
more manageable. Ms. Hagan communicates with all sharehold-
ers of the organization to ensure the day-to-day and year-to-year 
functions are fiscally responsible.

Jeannine Stemmer, president of the Florida Vocal Association, 
states: “Jo Hagan goes above and beyond the call of duty and is 
available to us when we need her. She has helped to organize 
and streamline the financial processes of our organization. It 
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is an honor to recognize Jo for her outstanding commitment to 
music education in the state of Florida.”

And J. Mark Scott, executive director emeritus of the Florida 
Vocal Association, agrees: “Jo Hagan is helpful beyond the scope 
of her obligations. Her genuine concern, for the association and 
the people she serves, makes her an outstanding choice for this 
award.”

EXEMPLARY MODEL MUSIC PROGRAM

Otis Mason Steel Band, 
Shaun Bennett
Otis Mason Elementary School

St. Johns County Public Schools

The Otis Mason Steel Band began at 
Otis Mason Elementary School in 2019, 
when director Shaun Bennett moved back to his hometown of 
St. Augustine and brought his knowledge of steel band to the 
St. Johns County Public Schools. This elementary steel band 
helps provide an after-school activity for children at Otis Mason 
Elementary and allows them to experience playing in a real steel 
band with full-sized Caribbean steel pans and various percus-
sion instruments. Otis Mason Steel Band is the only steel band 
in St. Johns County and one of the only elementary steel bands 
in Northeast Florida.

The primary focus of this program is to develop a function-
ing elementary steel band that will allow students to grow and 
thrive musically while developing a love for playing steel pan 
and sharing their knowledge with the community. The goals of 
this program are closely aligned with the goals of the National 
Society of Steel Band Educators: to foster excellence in the steel 
band art form; to promote appreciation and support of steel 
band among band students, non-band students, and the gen-
eral public; and to honor the cultural heritage and traditions of 
steel pans and steel bands. Students in the band learn how to 
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play steel pans and percussion instruments while playing such 
musical styles as traditional children’s songs, calypso, SOCA, 
classical, pop, and other styles. Twenty-three students are placed 
on full-sized Caribbean steel pans, and four students serve as 
the engine room (auxiliary percussion) section of the band. 
There is no GPA requirement to participate, but students must 
maintain excellent behavioral conduct in school to be a part of 
the band. This program has helped students develop a love for a 
different instrument that they likely never would have had the 
opportunity to be exposed to. The program has also helped to 
boost interest in music for students moving on to middle school 
and has helped the feeder school Gamble Rogers Middle School 
gain more students in their band program. A high percentage of 
students that go through the program end up in middle school 
band when they leave Otis Mason Elementary School.

Shaun Bennett is working on the MM at the University of North 
Florida in pedagogical research. His research has been focused 
primarily on teaching steel band and preserving the history of 
steel pan. Mr. Bennett won the Janice Lancaster Professional 
Development Scholarship from the Florida Elementary Music 
Educators Association, which sent him to Morgantown, West 
Virginia, for the Ellie Mannette Festival of Steel. He has regu-
larly volunteered with the Virgin Islands Caribbean Association 
of Jacksonville and performed for the last five World of Nations 
festivals to help raise money for scholarship efforts in the 
Caribbean community and keep the steel pan culture alive. He 
also brought steel pans to a North Florida Orff Chapter summer 
camp as a volunteer clinician in 2018. Shaun presented on steel 
pan in the FEMEA Curriculum Fair and presented steel pan 
sessions at the FMEA Professional Development Conference in 
2020, 2021, and now in 2022. During the 2020 school year, he rep-
resented the state of Florida in the Pan in Unity Project, which 
brought 691 musicians from 23 countries together for a virtual 
performance.

Antonio Scott, K-12 fine arts program specialist for St. Johns 
County Public Schools, states: “I have supported Shaun’s work 
for the past three years as a general education music teacher for 
students in grades kindergarten to fifth grade. Throughout this 
time, he has consistently demonstrated a commitment to the 
integration of the steel pan in elementary school music programs 
here and across the state of Florida. … In both his instructional 
program during school hours and the after-school program he 
currently leads, Mr. Bennett has shown true promise as a pio-
neer in music education.”
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EXEMPLARY MODEL MUSIC PROJECT

 
Recycled Tunes of Gasparilla  

Music Foundation
David Cox, Executive Director, 
Gasparilla Music Foundation

Tracy Lisi, Music K-5 Supervisor, 
Hillsborough County Public Schools

Nominated by Ernesta Chicklowski on 
behalf of FEMEA

Recycled Tunes was founded in 2013 by the 501(c)(3) Gasparilla 
Music Foundation, the producer of Tampa’s annual Gasparilla 
Music Festival. The foundation recognized the importance of 
the arts in creating a healthy community. After seeing contin-
ual budget cuts for local arts and music programs, they saw 
an opportunity to change the tide by providing advocacy and 
financial support for local music education. The mission of 
Recycled Tunes is to enrich the lives of underserved and impov-
erished children in Tampa Bay by ensuring access to musical 
instruments.

In 2013, the foundation collected used instruments from the 
community in exchange for a free ticket to its music festival. 
More than 350 gently used instruments were collected, and the 
foundation partnered with a local music store to clean, refur-
bish, and restore the instruments so they could be donated to 
local classrooms. The program has continued to grow, and in 

addition to “recycled” instruments, it also provides new instru-
ments along with repairs and other supplies to classrooms in 
Hillsborough County Public Schools. Recycled Tunes provides 
curbside, touch-free instrument drop-off at various locations 
in the Tampa Bay Area. Recycled Tunes accepts all types of 
gently used (and new) instruments. There is always a need for 
brass, woodwind, and string instruments, but in 2021, because 
the demand was so high, Recycled Tunes started asking for 
anything from drum kits to guitars. Recycled Tunes has several 
instrument drives throughout the year. The collected instru-
ments are refurbished by a local music store, Tampa’s Don 
Banks Music, and then donated to local schools and other music 
programs. Recycled Tunes has provided countless instruments, 
repairs, and equipment to 54 schools in Hillsborough County 
Public Schools since its inception in 2013.

David Cox, executive director of the Gasparilla Music 
Foundation, says: “Recycled Tunes provides new and refur-
bished musical instruments, equipment, supplies, and repairs to 
music classrooms in Hillsborough County. The program focuses 
on Title 1 elementary and middle schools. Music classrooms 
have faced a unique set of challenges due to the pandemic, 
such as losing the ability to share instruments among kids. 
Additionally, budget cuts are putting even more strain on our 
teachers and their resources. Recycled Tunes was able to pro-
vide 595 instruments, repairs, and equipment to Hillsborough 
County music classrooms in 2020.”

Nathaniel Strawbridge, music educator at Crestwood 
Elementary School, says it best: “Through our partnership with 
the Gasparilla Music Foundation’s Recycled Tunes project, we 
are able to supply EVERY student with high-quality musical 
instruments and a high-quality musical education. Without 
question, the Gasparilla Music Festival Recycled Tunes is a 
project that serves our community with passion, compassion, 
continuous effort, and understanding. The dedicated members 
of the Gasparilla Music Foundation Recycled Tunes deserve to 
be recognized for their selfless service.”

Start thinking  
about who you would like to  
nominate for the 2024 Awards.
Learn more at: fmea.org/programs/awards

• • •
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2023 FMEA Award Winners

Continued

2023 FMEA MUSIC ENROLLMENT AWARDEES
The Middle and High School Music Enrollment Award is presented to music programs demonstrating high enrollment in music courses. This 
award recognizes the effectiveness of programs that offer attractive music curricula as well as those that excel in the recruitment and retention of 
students. Schools hold the award for three years. They may be looked to as models of quality programming, scheduling, and recruitment and reten-
tion of students. In order to qualify for this award, at least 30% at the high school level and 45% at the middle school level of the entire student 
body must be enrolled in a music course.

Middle Schools:
Lawton Chiles Middle Academy ......49% 

Polk County Schools 
Principal: Angela Price 

Music Educators: Christina Baker,  
Michael McElwain

Pershing School ....................................50% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Sanjay Brown 
Music Educator: Keith Nichols

Avalon Middle School......................... 51% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Karen Furno 
Music Educators: Garrett Anderson,  

Evan Powers, Eric Saidat

Barrington Middle School ................. 51% 
Hillsborough County Public Schools 

Principal: Andrea Cummings 
Music Educators: Miguel Oquendo-Echevers, 

David Triplett-Rosa, Yeniffer Velasquez

Lyndon B. Johnson Middle School ..52% 
Brevard Public Schools 

Principal: Marina Saporito-Middleton 
Music Educators: Erik Bryan, Carolyn Deck, 

Charlotte Walters

Hunter’s Creek Middle School .........53% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Joumana Moukaddam 
Music Educators: Elizabeth Bichler, Rafael 
Couret, Meagan Davis, Adrian Sanchez

Williams Middle Magnet School .....53% 
Hillsborough County Public Schools 
Principal: Shellie Blackwood-Green 
Music Educators: AnnMarie Abraham, 

Michael Garcia

Gotha Middle School ..........................54% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Monica Emery 
Music Educators: Bret Carson, Jimmy 
Higginbotham, Anthony Lichtenberg

DeLaura Middle School ......................55% 
Brevard Public Schools 
Principal: Scott Corso 

Music Educators: Lisa Benincasa, Jack Carr, 
Amelia Lohman

Dundee Ridge Middle Academy ......55% 
Polk County Public Schools 

Principal: Stacy Gideons 
Music Educators: Cathy Montero,  

Craig Sotolongo

Glenridge Middle School ...................55% 
Orange County Public Schools 
Principal: Daniel Kempinger 

Music Educators: James Brannock,  
Johanna Gonzalez, Jin Jones

Sgt. Smith Middle Academy .............55% 
Hillsborough County Public Schools 

Principal: Robert Kleesattel 
Music Educators: Joseph Grady,  

Cynthia Starling

Lockhart Middle School .....................56% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Farah Henderson 
Music Educators: Christian Adkins,  

Victoria Lane

Maitland Middle School ....................56% 
Orange County Public Schools 
Principal: Aski-Melik Brown 

Music Educators: Samantha George,  
Cynthia Johnson, David Olsen

College Park Middle School ..............57% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Monica Gordon 
Music Educators: Charles Hafner,  

Julie Simmons

Millennium Middle School ...............58% 
Seminole County Public Schools 

Principal: John Antmann 
Music Educators: Jacqueline Byl-Bishop, 

Jason Ernst, Sonia Galarza, Monique Green, 
William Richardson, William Richey

Progress Village Middle  
Magnet School of the Arts .................59% 

Hillsborough County Public Schools 
Principal: Peter Megara 

Music Educators: Kelly Cottet,  
Kristen Franzen, Bennie Leverett

Thomas Jefferson Middle School.....63% 
Brevard Public Schools 
Principal: Meara Trine 

Music Educators: Ava Bratic, Bobbe Butler, 
Kathleen Kinion

Academy at the Lakes ..........................68% 
Pasco County 

Principal: Mark Heller 
Music Educators: Gary Compton,  

Frances Pisacane

Lake Nona Middle School .................69% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Robert McCloe 
Music Educators: Wanda Berry,  

Courtney Connelly, Hannah Jennings,  
Ashley Majka, Joanna Sell

Pine Crest School,  
Palm Beach Campus ............................ 76% 

Palm Beach County 
Principal: Lawrence Mellone 

Music Educators: Sharon Janezic,  
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Edwin Anderson ............................25 years
Triangle Elementary School

Lake County Schools

Brian Hellhake ...............................26 years
Freedom High School

Orange County Public Schools

Sheri Nealey ...................................26 years
Millennia Gardens Elementary School

Orange County Public Schools

David Pletincks .............................26 years
Powell Middle School

Hernando School District

John Bixby .......................................28 years
Miami Arts Studio 6-12 @ Zelda Glazer

Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Karen Kouri-Perez ........................30 years
John A. Ferguson Senior High School
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Edgar Rubio .................................30.5 years
Gulliver Preparatory Academy K-8

Miami

Karen Butler ...................................31 years
Itinerant Instrumental Music
Orange County Public Schools

Janet Duguay-Kirsten, PhD ........32 years
South Miami K-8 Center

Miami

Robert Keating ...............................33 years
Gulliver Preparatory Academy Upper School

Miami

Richard Davenport.....................33.5 years
Chipley High School

Washington County School District

Julie Prock ...................................... 38 years 
Winston Park Elementary School
Broward County Public Schools

Linda Vasilaki, EdD .....................50 years
Grand Rapids, Mich.  
Board of Education,  

Music Consultant K-6 ...................1973-1976
Grand Rapids,  

Mich. Schools ................................1976-1977
Grand Rapids, Mich.  
Board of Education,  

Talent Education/Suzuki  
Violin Program ..............................1977-1982
Shakopee, Minn. School ............... 1980-1981

Emma E. Booker  
Elementary School,  

Sarasota County Schools ...............1982-1983
The Out-of-Door  

Academy, Sarasota ....................... 1984-2023

Julian E. White II, PhD ................60 years
Northwestern Junior/Senior  

High School ................................... 1962-1965
William M. Raines  
High School, Duval  

County Public Schools ................. 1965-1972
Florida A & M University,  

Tallahassee .................................... 1972-2012
Frank T. Martin  

Elementary School ........................ 2017-2022

2023 FMEA MUSIC EDUCATION SERVICE AWARDS
The Music Education Service designation is awarded to music educators who have been active 
in music education for 25 years or more. This award recognizes the outstanding service of our 
members who have committed themselves to this profession for most of their adult lives.

2023 FMEA Award Winners

Howard Middle School  
Academy of Arts ...................................80% 

Orange County Public Schools 
Principal: W. John McHale 

Music Educators: Mary Lubaroff, Keegan 
Norman, Aaron Penfield, Damon Wille

Orange Grove Middle  
Magnet School of the Arts .................89% 

Hillsborough County Public Schools 
Principal: Michael Miranda 

Music Educators: Tyler Carr, Brooke Giles, 
Darlene Miceli

St. Paul Lutheran School ..................137% 
Polk County 

Principal: Gregory Sawyer 
Music Educators: Daniel Bates, Denise Bates

High Schools:
Matanzas High School ........................30% 

Flagler Schools 
Principal: Kristin Bozeman 

Music Educators: Jared Allen, Jens Oliva, 
Ryan Schulz

Edgewood Senior High School ......... 31% 
Brevard Public Schools 

Principal: Jacqueline Ingratta 
Music Educators: Joseph Franco,  

Andy Kropp

Dr. Phillips High School ....................34% 
Orange County Public Schools 

Principal: Jackie Ramsey 
Music Educators: Raine Allen,  

Jeffrey Brown, Matthew Malhiot, Jane Moore,  
Nicole Nasrallah, Solangi Santiago,  

Patrick Waters, Charles Watford

Satellite High School ..........................35% 
Brevard Public Schools 

Principal: Robert (Bobby) Pruett 
Music Educators: Tim Liscum, John Phillips, 

Christopher Simons

Leon High School .................................43% 
Leon County Schools 

Principal: Michael Bryan 
Music Educators: Lee Commander,  

Kayleen Justus, Lisa Leaman, Curtis Newson, 
Tabitha Peck, Edward Prasse, Megan Sahely, 

Margaret Smith
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FLORIDA MUSIC 
EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATION 
2022-2023 DONORS

Thank you to all of the donors who have 
shown their dedication to the improvement 
of music education in Florida by supporting 
our Mission through financial contributions.

Our donors support specific causes by donating to the FMEA funds of their choice:

FMEA Scholarship Fund
Music Education Advocacy

General Fund

June M. Hinckley Scholarship
Professional Development for Members

Mel & Sally Schiff Music Education Relief Fund

The following have graciously donated to FMEA from April 1, 2022, through December 12, 2022.

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE
$10,000 and up

No current donors at this time.

In Memory of Lindsay Keller & Debbie Liles

Scott Evans
Kristin Greene

In Memory of Charles E. Inderwiesen, Jr.
Stanley Hoch
Dennis Holt
Frank Howes

In Memory of Richard Bowles & Harry Grant
Marsha Juday
Steve & Beth Kelly
Sheila King

In Memory of John W. King
Aaron Lefkowitz
Jason Locker

In Memory of June M. Hinckley
& In Honor of those impacted by Hurricane Ian

David Martinez-Cooley
Robert McCormick

ARTIST’S CIRCLE
$1,000 – $9,999

All County Music
Artie Almeida

In Honor of June Audrey Grace 
& Katie Grace Miller

Clifford Madsen
Russell Robinson

SUSTAINERS
$100 – $999

Carlos Abril
In Honor of Dr. Nicholas DeCarbo

Andre Arrouet
Lucinda Balistreri

In Honor of music educators in Sarasota
Christopher Banks
Kasia Bugaj
Dale Choate
Deborah Confredo

In Honor of the fine folks of FMEA who work hard to keep 
the music education fire lit!

Alice-Ann Darrow
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. O.B. Darrow

Virginia Densmore
In Honor of Vicki Rhodes

Virginia Dickert
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PATRONS
$25 – $99

Sandra Adorno
Scott Apelgren
Michael Antmann
Judy Arthur

In Honor of Raymond Kickliter 
& Nancy Marsters

William Bauer
David Bayardelle

On Behalf of Harry Spyker
Mark Belfast

In Memory of Dr. Mark A. Belfast, Sr. 
Antonio Borges
Richard Bradford

In Honor of William S. 
& Helen H. Bradford

Greg Carswell
Shelby Chipman

In Memory of Herbert Rhodes, Sr. 
Blair Clawson

In Honor of Ginny Densmore, 
Alice-Ann  Darrow, & Vicki Rhodes 

Dayna Cole
In Memory of Linda Mann

Paul Davis
Marc Decker
Dewey Dodds
Judith Evans
Bradley Franks

In Memory of Gary W. Rivenbark
Julie Hebert
Bernie Hendricks
Julia House

In Memory of Dr. Kimberle Moon McKee
Alexander Jimenez
Monroe Lewis
Joseph Luechauer
Kevin Lusk
John Marshall
Lloyd McIntyre

In Memory of Bob Hager
Kim Miles
Katie Grace Miller

In Honor of Artie Almeida
Victor Mongillo
Ree Nathan

Galen Peters
Edward Prasse
Melissa Rawls
John Sinclair
Joanna Sobkowska Parsons
John Southall
Mark Stevens
Valerie Terry
David Verdoni
John Watkins
Sondra Wenninger Collins
Graeme Winder

On Behalf of all our hardworking 
music educators

Anonymous (6)

SUSTAINERS continued
Carolyn Minear
John Nista

In Memory of Stanley Dmitrenko
Mary Palmer

In Memory of Amy Catherine Palmer
David Pletincks

In Honor of Alexis & Jonathan Pletincks
Jeanne Reynolds

In Honor of Pinellas County Performing Arts Teachers 
Rollins College Department of Music
Mary Catherine Salo

In Memory of Gary Rivenbark & Wes Rainer 
Steven Salo

In Honor of John “Buck” Jamison & Dr. William Prince 
Kathleen Sanz

In Memory of June M. Hinckley
Fred Schiff
J. Mark Scott

In Honor of Dr. Andre Thomas, Dr. Judy Arthur,
& Dr. Judy Bowers

Scott Sheehan
In Honor of those impacted by Hurricane Ian

D. Gregory Springer
Jeannine Stemmer

In Memory of Barbara Kingman & Lauren Alonso
Leiland Theriot

In Memory of Clayton Krehbiel
Richard Uhler
James Weaver
Howard Weinstein

In Memory of Barry Weinstein
Donald West

In Memory of Ron Powell, Vista Audio Productions, Inc.
Blair Williams
David Williams
Kenneth Williams

In Honor of our extraordinary Florida Music Educators
Billy B. Williamson
Marilyn Wirsz

In Memory of Bill & Shirley Head

Anonymous (1)
In Memory of  Bonnie Nista
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Crystal Berner
Laurie Bitters
Jessica Blakley

In Memory of John Rose
Thomas Brown

In Honor of Dr. Samuel A. Floyd
Joseph Callaway
Gwendolyn Carroll
Bethany Confessore
Beth Ann Delmar
Jodie Donahoo
Revae Douglass Ross
Denise Dumala
Christopher Dunn
Monica DuQuette
Debbie Fahmie
Shelby Fullerton
Michael Gabriel
Tina Gill

In Memory of Gary Rivenbark
Bruce Green
Walter Halil

James Hammond
Angela Hartvigsen
William Hazlett
Ciara Hill
Jon Hutchison
Jason Jerald
Kathleen Kerstetter
Mary Keyloun Cruz

In Memory of George Paul Keyloun
Deborah Mar

In Dedication to Mrs. Barbara Kingman
Kyle Matthews
Katie McGuire Menges
Ethan Morency
Chad Norton

In Memory of Cassandra Jean Norton
Jessica Oyster

In Honor of the new band director in my family
John Parris
Mikael Patriarca
Hank Phillips
Amanda Quist

In Memory of Patricia Koning

Diana Rollo
Phil Tempkins

In Memory of Susan McCray
Melissa Salek
Ian Schwindt
Joani Slawson
Karen Smith
Kelly Southall
Eddie Steadman
Andrea Szarowicz
Mark Thielen
Gary Ulrich
Noiree Weaver
Bradley Wharton
Julian White

In Memory of Kenneth Tolbert
Lindsey Williams
Jennifer Zahn

Anonymous (13)

FRIENDS
up to $24

Prepare NOT JUST FOR A JOB  
FOR YOUR  
LIFE'S WORK

NAZARETH SCHOOL OF MUSIC
B.M. Music Performance 

B.M. Music Education

B.M. Music Composition

B.M. Music Therapy

B.S. Music/Business

B.A. Music

M.M. Performance and 
Pedagogy

M.S. Music Education

M.S. Creative Arts Therapy  
(Music Therapy)

Scholarships & graduate 
assistantships available

Undergraduate
January 16, 2023
January 27, 2023
February 18, 2023
February 20, 2023
March 3, 2023
April 14, 2023

AUDITION/INTERVIEW DATES

LEARN MORE: 
naz.edu/som

Graduate
February 18, 2023
March 3, 2023

4245 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618 
585-389-2860 • admissions@naz.edu
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PRE-CONFERENCE

Building Community: Your Voice Matters!
2023 FMEA Pre-Conference
Wednesday, January 11, 2023—1-5 pm

TCC, 118
Sponsored by FMEA

Presenters

Participant interest will guide our facilitated discussions as we engage 
with teacher leaders throughout Florida to examine the current state of 
the profession, what led us to this point, and how we move forward with 
a renewed passion for music’s essential and vibrant role in the curriculum. 
This open and honest dialogue will be the catalyst for a plan of action to 
build camaraderie and to be a more inclusive professional community of 
music educators. FMEA values each member’s unique perspective, so come 
and let your voice be heard!

Ernesta Chicklowski Beth Cummings Bernie Hendricks Shelby Montgomery

Jeanne Reynolds Ajori Spencer Jeannine Stemmer

Do you remember who or  
what influenced your decision 

to become a music educator?  
The noise of today’s news, 
politics, and social media  

can challenge your emotional 
health and cause you to lose 

sight of your why.

Scott Sheehan
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Wednesday January 11, 2023

Schedule of Events
Download the 

FMEA app for the most 
up-to-date schedule.

8am-4pm
FOA New Adjudicator Training
Presenters: Katarzyna (Kasia) Bugaj,  
Jennifer Haber, Jason Jerald
Coordinator: Jason Jerald
This training is for FOA members seeking to 
become a NEW component board-approved 
adjudicator.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1
Sponsored by FOA

9am-10:45am
FBA Adjudication Workshop: 
Standards & Ethics
Coordinator: Michael Antmann
Required for all seeking initial or renewal 
adjudicator certification.
TCC, 112
Sponsored by FBA

9am-2pm
FVA Adjudicator Training
Presenter: Dale Choate
Coordinator: John Dunn
The FVA Adjudicator Training Workshop is for 
new and active adjudicators who are seeking 
to be board-approved adjudicators and are 
renewing their certification. A separate $35 
registration fee is required.
TCC, 105
Sponsored by FMEA

10am-12noon
FMEA Board of Directors Meeting
Coordinator: Shelby R. Chipman

TCC, 103
Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-7pm
FMEA Registration Desk Open
Coordinator: Josh Bula

TCC, Lobby Registration
Sponsored by FMEA

11am-11:45am
FBA Adjudication RENEWAL 
Workshop: Solo & Ensemble
Coordinator: Charles Watford
For adjudicators seeking renewal in this area.
TCC, 112
Sponsored by FBA

12noon-2pm
FVA Committee Meeting
Coordinator: John Dunn

TCC, 107
Sponsored by FVA

12:30pm-4pm
FMEA Student Leadership 
Workshop: In It to Win It, for 
Everyone!
Presenter: Anne Fennell
Coordinator: Charlene Cannon
This workshop is designed for high school 
student leaders. All participants will be actively 
involved—this is not a lecture-type situation. 
Through activities, examples, and valuable 
information, students will be exposed to the 
following: setting high standards of excellence; 
fundamentals of self-discipline; effective 
communication principles; value of risk; 
behavior modification versus motivation; and 
dealing with insecurities.
TCC, Ballroom A
Sponsored by Student Leadership Committee

12:45pm-2:15pm
FBA Adjudication RENEWAL 
Workshop: Concert Band
Coordinator: Charles Watford
For adjudicators seeking renewal in this area.
TCC, 112
Sponsored by FBA

1pm-5pm
FBA Initial Concert Adjudication 
Workshop
Coordinator: James Matthews
For initial adjudicator qualification for approval.
Marriott, Meeting Room 2
Sponsored by FBA

1pm-5pm
FBA Initial Solo & Ensemble 
Adjudication Workshop
Presenter: Brian Sullivan
Coordinator: Brian Sullivan
For initial solo & ensemble qualification for 
approval.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5
Sponsored by FBA

2pm-6pm
FVA Executive Board Meeting
Coordinator: Jeannine Stemmer

TCC, 105
Sponsored by FVA

2:30pm-3:15pm
FBA Adjudication Workshop:  
Sight-Reading
Presenter: David Sellers
Coordinator: David Sellers
This session is for both initial qualification and 
renewals.
TCC, 109
Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-7pm
FEMEA Executive Board Meeting
Coordinator: Joani Slawson

TCC, 101
Sponsored by FEMEA

3pm-4:30pm
FMEA All-State Ensemble 
Coordinators Meeting
Coordinator: John Southall
All-state ensemble coordinators, FMEA event 
coordinators, and all involved in rehearsals and 
performances are required to attend.
TCC, 103
Sponsored by FMEA

3:30pm-5pm
FBA Adjudication Workshop:  
Jazz Band
Coordinator: Michael Antmann
This session is for both initial qualification and 
renewals.
TCC, 109
Sponsored by FBA

5pm-6pm
FBA Mentoring Committee Meeting
Coordinator: Mario Ford

TCC, 404
Sponsored by FBA

5pm-6:15pm
FBA MPA Committee Meeting
Coordinator: Jeff Cayer

TCC, 109
Sponsored by FBA
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January 11, 2023 Wednesday
Schedule of Events All-State Concert = 

Combined Concert = 

5pm-6:15pm
FBA Professional Resources 
Committee Meeting
Coordinator: David Plack

TCC, 111
Sponsored by FBA

5pm-6:30pm
FBA Small Schools Committee 
Meeting
Coordinator: Kelly Dorsey

TCC, 103
Sponsored by FBA

5pm-6:30pm
Florida NAfME Collegiate Executive 
Board Meeting
Coordinator: Allison Yopp
This is a meeting of the current Florida NAfME 
Collegiate Executive Board to prepare for 
conference events.
TCC, 402
Sponsored by Florida NAfME Collegiate

5:15pm-6:15pm
FMSA Business Meeting
Coordinator: Lindsey Williams

TCC, 401
Sponsored by FMSA

5:15pm-7:15pm
FOA Executive Board Meeting
Coordinator: Laurie Bitters
This meeting is for the FOA Executive Board.
TCC, 107
Sponsored by FOA

7pm-9pm
NAfME Collegiate Presidents Forum
Coordinator: Allison Yopp
This is a meeting for the Florida NAfME 
Collegiate chapter presidents and members 
of their Executive Board to meet and discuss 
state business.
TCC, 402
Sponsored by Florida NAfME Collegiate

7:30pm-9:30pm
FMEA PRESIDENT’S CONCERT:
Dreyfoos Philharmonic 
Director: Jeffrey Adkins

Sickles High School Wind Ensemble 
Directors: Keith Griffis,  
Heather Lundahl

Wellington High School 
Valkyries Chorus 
Director: Bradford Chase

Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Ballroom B
Sponsored by FMEA

Raise your hand if your 
students are great at sight reading... • Integrations with Clever, Google 

Classroom, Canvas, Schoology & 
Classlink

• Assess students with built-in 
Assignments feature & Practice 
Logs

• Multiple levels of difficulty & 
customizable

• Affordable - Teachers $35/year; 
student accounts as low as $2/
student

Why use SRF:

Sight Reading Factory builds confident
sight readers with unlimited, on-demand exercises.

SightReadingFactory.com

Visit us at 
FMEA in Tampa
Booth #4020



Thursday January 12, 2023

Schedule of Events

7:30am-10am
Coffee & Conversation
Presenters: Malissa Baker, Mary Palmer
Coordinator: Malissa Baker
This intimate setting allows for question 
and answer opportunities and engaging 
conversation as attendees mix and mingle 
with FMEA, state, and national leaders to 
learn more about their leadership and the 
impact they have within our state and beyond. 
They will share their ideas to inspire us all. 
EVERYONE is welcome to take advantage of 
this opportunity, especially our FMEA Emerging 
Leaders PAST and PRESENT!
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Emerging Leaders

7:30am-10am
Pinellas County Schools Meeting-A
Coordinator: Ajori Spencer

Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

7:45am-6pm
FMEA Registration Desk Open
Coordinator: Josh Bula

TCC, Lobby Registration

Sponsored by FMEA

8am-9:30am
FMEA CONCERT HOUR:
BellArmonia 
Director: Cindy Ellis

Eau Gallie Chamber Orchestra 
Directors: Erik Bryan, Paul Jackson

H. B. Plant Wind Ensemble 
Director: Brian Dell

Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FMEA

9am-10am
FBA Meet the Conductors
Coordinator: Bernie Hendricks
A question and answer session with the 
conductor of the All-State Symphonic Band,  
Dr. Emily Threinen, and the conductor of the 
All-State Concert Band, Dr. Jo Jossim.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by FBA

9am-10am
Join the Dance: Folk Dances 
and Movement Activities for All 
Students
Presenter: Megan Sheridan
Coordinator: Stephanie Archer
Folk dances and movement activities can be 
fun and engaging ways to reinforce musical 
concepts, build relationships, and encourage 
participation from even the most reserved of 
students. However, participating in folk dances 
and movement activities isn’t always easy for 
all children. Whether a student has a physical 
or developmental disability, or a temporary 
disability (like a broken arm), it’s important 
for music educators to consider how we can 
include adaptations and modifications to allow 
all students to have equal opportunities to 
participate in these classroom activities. In this 
session, participants will experience several 
folk dances and movement activities and 
learn techniques for including adaptations and 
modifications.
TCC, West Hall B

Sponsored by FMEA

9am-10am
STUDENT CONFERENCE/TRI-M 
EXPERIENCE: 
Opening Session
Presenters: Michael Antmann,  
Charlene Cannon, Bernie Hendricks
Coordinator: Charlene Cannon
This is the opening session for both the 
Student Conference Experience and the Tri-M 
Experience.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by Student Leadership Committee

10:30am-11:45am
FMEA FIRST GENERAL SESSION
Coordinator: John Southall
The First General Session will be presided by 
FMEA President Shelby R. Chipman, PhD, 
and will feature the All-State Elementary 
Chorus singing The Star Spangled Banner; 
presentations by Tampa Mayor Jane Castor, 
NAfME National President Scott Sheehan, 
and FCAP Chairperson Fred Schiff; a parade 
by Junkanoo Band (Miami, Florida), Tampa 
Bay Mariachi Band, and FAMU Pep Band; and 
a performance by the FMEA Music Teacher 
Ensemble.
TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FMEA

12:15pm-1:15pm
FEMEA Curriculum Fair
Coordinator: Ernesta Chicklowski
Learn and connect with elementary music 
educator colleagues at this sharing session 
of ideas about various aspects of elementary 
music education.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by FEMEA

12:15pm-12:30pm
FMEA Exhibition Grand Opening
Coordinator: Fred Schiff

TCC, East Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

12:30pm-6pm
FMEA Exhibition Hall Open
Coordinator: Kathleen Sanz

TCC, East Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

12:30pm-1pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT: 
All-State Guitar Ensemble
Coordinator: Edward Prasse

TCC, 120

Sponsored by FOA

1pm-1:30pm
FMEA MINI-CONCERT: 
Deland Singers
Directors: Ross Cawthon, Victoria Rathbun
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Lobby Stage

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT: 
All-State Elementary Chorus
Conductor: Chris Judah-Lauder
Coordinator: Alex Gartner

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FEMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Casting a Larger Net: Beginning 
Band in the High School Setting
Presenter: Armand Navarro
Coordinator: Angela Pagunsan
Great beginning bands are vital to the success 
of establishing fruitful advanced music 
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programs. However, why is beginning band 
most commonly relegated to middle or junior 
high? For example, many high schools have 
beginning arts, languages, athletics, and other 
introductory classes. Should more high schools 
offer beginning band? In this clinic, we will 
discuss how beginning band in the high school 
setting can be beneficial to high school band 
programs. Additionally, logistical strategies 
for implementation will be offered, which 
include scheduling, instrument selection and 
tryouts, working with administration, recruiting, 
acquisition/selection of equipment, educational 
planning, and more. This session can give the 
interested educator a glimpse of what can be 
done to successfully implement a beginning 
band program into their normal curriculum, thus 
creating more opportunities to share music 
education with a wider body of students. Are 
you ready to cast a larger net?
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Co-Creating the Culture of  
Our Music Classes
Presenter: Anne Fennell
Coordinator: Arthur Scavella
What would it be like if everyone in your class 
was connected and caring? This workshop is 
designed for all high school students who want 
to create a shared leadership environment to 
empower all students and to cultivate a class or 
program that cares and supports one another. 
Cooperation, collaboration, and co-creation 
are the future of all work to ensure everyone is 
connected and thriving.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Coloring Outside the Lines: Using 
Nonverbal Communication for 
Conducting Effective Rehearsals
Presenter: Julia Baumanis
Coordinator: Jonathan Peters
In this interactive session for teachers at all 
levels, you will learn how to improve your 
rehearsal techniques and conducting gestures 
through the power of nonverbal communication. 
These techniques make your musical message 
clear to your students, save rehearsal time by 
targeting efficiency, and amplify your artistry 
from the podium. These techniques are meant 
for all learners and can be valuable to student 
leaders as well. Make sure to bring your baton!
Marriott, Meeting Room 2

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Crash Course: Your One-Stop-Shop 
for Teaching Group Piano
Presenters: Diana Dumlavwalla,  
Ricardo Pozenatto
Coordinator: Alicia Barrett
Have you been assigned to teach a group 
piano class and you are not sure how to start 
planning? Are you looking for new ideas to 
freshen up your pedagogical strategies? 
This workshop will cover everything you 
need to ensure your piano classes are fun 
and useful for your students. We will talk 
about setting up your classroom to create 
an optimal learning environment as well as 
the best ways to integrate group and solo 
work in your lesson plans. An overview of the 
basic skills will help you have your students 
jamming at the keyboards in no time. We will 
also discuss the best teaching strategies for 
this class setting and what motivates students 
to keep practicing and learning. Finally, you 
will receive an extensive list of materials and 
resources including books, repertoire, apps, 
and online resources that have been proven 
to be effective in piano classes. Join us for 
an energetic session that will be packed with 
useful teaching tips!
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Culturally Responsive Pedagogy 
and Practical Applications for 
University Music Teaching
Presenters: Sandra Adorno,  
Alicia Romero-Sardiñas
Coordinator: Dana McCarthy
With music school student populations 
becoming increasingly diverse, it is vital that 
university faculty respond to the changing 
needs of their students. Furthermore, in order 
to encourage a future generation of more 
culturally responsive K-12 music educators, 
faculty must model it in their own classrooms. 
This session will introduce culturally responsive 
pedagogy and will suggest strategies for 
integrating principles into university music 
classrooms and ensembles via course content, 
assessment, discussion, and more.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by FCMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Exploring the Modern Band Method
Presenter: Scott Burstein
Coordinator: Haley Shimer
This session will explore the new Modern Band 
Method series by Little Kids Rock and Hal 
Leonard, the first method for teaching full-class 
popular music ensembles. This series provides 
a guided lesson plan for the absolute beginner, 
complete with audio tracks, video lessons, and 
many popular songs by the biggest musical 
artists of the day. Each book is filled with 
instruction in composition, improvisation, music 
theory, and instrumental technique, and works 
in tandem with the other books in the series so 
all students can learn and play music together 
in the same full band.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Hal Leonard

1:45pm-2:45pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Music Tech Moving Forward
Presenter: John Mlynczak
Coordinator: Anthony Atkinson
After years of rapidly integrating new 
technologies, we have a new perspective on 
“music technology” and how it is affecting 
school curriculums and how products and 
services are developed for schools. This 
presentation will discuss Hal Leonard’s 
approach to music tech and how new products 
have evolved to support the future of music 
technology.
TCC, 407

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Gamification in the Music 
Classroom
Presenter: Stephan Labelle
Coordinator: Billy B. Williamson
Have you wanted to get your students more 
invested in their learning? Let’s meet the 
students at their level with what they love—
games. Using gaming strategies to ignite a fire 
under each student will lead them to success. 
Learn methods of implementing gaming in the 
music classroom both short and long term, 
which will keep the students on their toes and 
always wanting to level up!
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA
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1:45pm-2:45pm
Going for Gold: Music Olympics in 
Your Classroom
Presenter: Sandra Shafer
Coordinator: Carla Maxwell
What’s better than winning the gold? 
Nothing! Especially when it’s your students 
understanding concepts and interacting with 
classmates in a different performance manner. 
Music Olympics is a strategy that has been 
used in several classrooms. Over the past 
10 years, we have worked to refine how this 
can be implemented and used in all music 
classrooms as a tool for engagement and a 
source of some friendly competition while 
using academic games in the classroom. 
Students are grouped and compete in musical 
challenges that help review content, expand 
knowledge, and make a lasting impression! 
This session will outline and teach the various 
games and will show scoring tactics that have 
worked over the years.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Guitar 101 – Basic Maintenance  
& Repair
Presenters: Samuel Ortiz, Christopher Perez
Coordinator: M. Nicole Davis
Music teachers who can make quick repairs 
will save time and money. Attendees in this 
hands-on session will learn simple and basic 
steps to make modest repairs to your class 
guitar inventory. Acoustic, classical, and 
electric guitars will be utilized. At the end of 
the session, participants will have knowledge 
and experience on how to change strings, 
clean/condition the fretboard, adjust a truss 
rod, adjust the saddle, polish frets, and repair 
tuning machines. Attendees will learn what 
tools are needed for repairs, and where guitar 
repairs kits are available that can be added to 
a teacher’s repair tool box. Those attending 
are recommended to bring a guitar that needs 
minor repair. Teachers with this newly acquired 
skill set can pass on their knowledge and 
experience to students in the classroom.
Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Hello, My Friend: Creating a  
Sense of Belonging in Your 
Classroom and Beyond
Presenter: Ashleigh Bowen
Coordinator: Jay DeDon
Rapport with students has many faces. It can 

be interacting with students in a setting outside 
of the classroom, planning lessons based on 
their interests, fun greetings, and so much 
more! Building rapport with students goes 
hand-in-hand with classroom management. 
With these two items working in harmony, 
other issues in the classroom will resolve. By 
the end of this session, participants will know 
how to effectively build rapport without blurring 
boundaries and how it relates to classroom 
management. Just as we would want our 
students’ voices to be heard in our room, 
participants will have opportunities to have 
their voices heard. Participants will learn about 
different rapport-building strategies and will be 
given opportunities to reflect on the individual, 
small group, and whole group levels. After this 
foundation has been set, the second half of 
the session will be spent exploring classroom 
management techniques as they relate to 
the rapport-building strategies previously 
discussed.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Meet the Supervisors
Coordinator: Lindsey Williams
This session will allow future music educators 
an opportunity to meet the music supervisors 
or arts representatives from various school 
districts around Florida. Interactive and small 
group interview and job search strategies will 
be discussed and practiced.
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FMSA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Mentoring Monster Musicians! Who, 
What, When, Where, and Why!
Presenter: Heather Lundahl
Coordinator: Paul Arnold
Think monster musicians just happen? We all 
know better, but what are the steps toward 
building a program full of them? In this session 
geared toward middle and high school band 
directors, you will learn how to MENTOR your 
students and program to success through the 
avenue of solo and ensemble in a way that 
impacts every aspect of your program. We 
will explore the who, what, when, where, and 
WHY behind this beneficial music performance 
assessment and how you as the director 
provide the framework that will ultimately foster 
tremendous ownership amongst your students.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Start From Where You’re At:  
A Trans Music Educator’s 
Perspective on Gender Inclusivity
Presenter: Emerson Oliver
Coordinator: Scott Evans
Using research-based best practices and 
illustrations from personal experience as both a 
transgender musician and music educator, this 
session will explore the barriers gender diverse 
students face to joining and participating fully 
in our musical communities. From here, we 
will discuss a variety of ways we as educators 
can work to mitigate or remove these barriers 
while working within the larger communities 
our programs are situated in. Participants will 
leave equipped not to create perfect, gender 
inclusive programs, but to start from where 
they are and build musical communities that 
welcome all.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by Professional Development 
Committee

1:45pm-2:45pm
Transforming and Empowering 
Women Through Choral Music and 
Community
Presenter: Kelly Miller
Coordinator: Alice-Ann Darrow
How to create a marked change in your treble 
singers while teaching them how to become 
stronger and more confident, especially in 
experiencing the claiming of one’s truths. This 
session will provide practices, composers, and 
literature titles (Andrea Ramsey’s Suffrage 
Cantata) to take home and immediately share 
with your students.
TCC, 403

Sponsored by Diverse Learners Committee

1:45pm-2:45pm
Understanding the System: 
Advocacy, Legislation, and You!
Presenter: Dakeyan Graham
Coordinator: Vivian Gonzalez
To maximize the impact of music education, 
it is important to understand the opportunities 
and resources available. To adequately 
leverage these resources, it is necessary to 
be informed on what the resources are and 
the manner in which they can be allocated. 
Armed with information, we can better 
advocate for the use of these resources to 
suit the educational needs of our students and 
our content domain. This session will provide 
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insight into the processes for identifying 
federal and state resources, as well as tools 
for interpreting Florida statutes. To operate 
at the highest of levels, it is important to be 
informed of the manner in which the system 
works. This session is also meant to serve 
as a collaboration for current practices of 
varying districts on how they creatively use and 
allocate federal and state resources. There will 
be dialogue and interaction. Come ready to 
learn!
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FOA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Unpredictable and Joyful Teaching
Presenter: Kevin Brawley
Coordinator: Daniel Suarez
What exactly will happen? Who knows ... but 
we will discover our own path together! In 
this unpredictable, audience-driven session 
aimed at preservice or beginning teachers, 
we will experience how much more effectively 
our classroom can function by allowing our 
students (rather than our long-range curriculum 
plan) to dictate the pace, direction, and 
content of what we teach. By allowing the 
participants to make every decision during this 
presentation, we will search for and uncover 
“unexpected teaching moments,” learn how 
to elevate the results we get by adjusting our 
mindset and process, and learn how to harvest 
every bit of joy from the songs we teach our 
students.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by Florida NAfME Collegiate

1:45pm-2:45pm
Using Technology to Enhance 
Student Assessment in the Choral 
Ensemble
Presenter: Jason Hawkins
Coordinator: Matthew Malhiot
The potential for using technology to assist with 
student assessment in the music classroom is 
substantial; however, technology integration in 
choral ensembles in particular has been found 
to be inconsistent. This session will explore 
numerous technology-assisted assessment 
tools that can enhance student assessment 
in the choral ensemble setting. Based on 
a national study of choral music educators 
in NAfME, current trends in technology use 
will be examined, including the use of Sight 
Reading Factory, SmartMusic, MusicFirst, 
laptops/tablets, smartphones, web-based 
collaborative platforms, and more. Reported 

benefits for using technology-assisted 
assessment tools as well as barriers that 
were found to impede successful technology 
integration will be discussed. In addition to 
findings from the research study, the session 
will include practitioner-focused demonstrations 
of technology-assisted assessment tools and 
suggestions for successful implementation.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by FMEA

1:45pm-2:45pm
Vocal Tech 101: A Comprehensive 
Curriculum for High School Vocal 
Techniques Courses
Presenter: Sarah Leaman
Coordinator: Tammie Combs
Private voice lessons are cost-prohibitive 
for many of our students. What if we could 
eliminate this economic barrier and provide 
students in our choral programs with private 
voice instruction during the school day at no 
cost to them? In this session we will discuss 
the benefits and challenges of offering solo 
vocal courses as a part of the secondary 
choral program, and review a suggested 
curriculum overview. Attendees will leave with 
a year-long Comprehensive Vocal Techniques 
Course Curriculum, educational resources, 
and strategies to ensure a successful start to a 
vocal techniques course.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FVA

3pm-4pm
Anchors Aweigh:  
Building Community, Connections, 
and Core Concepts
Presenter: Denise Mills
Coordinator: Nancy Andrews
Dynamics, tempo, timbre, and form are just a 
few of the core concepts we teach every day 
in the music classroom, but do your students 
really remember them or even understand 
them? Let’s use anchor songs to build a 
deeper understanding of the musical element 
while supporting your classroom management 
process. You will leave not only with songs to 
support these core elements, but with lessons 
that will leave your students wanting more. Join 
us as we sing, say, move, and play with mice, 
llamas, hand drums, and much, much more!
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Balance: Not Just in Music, But in 
Your Life
Presenter: Chandler Wilson
Coordinator: Charles Moorer
As music educators, particularly middle and 
high school band directors, we spend so 
much time with after-school rehearsals and 
extracurricular events that we tend not to have 
the greatest balance between life and work. In 
this presentation we will discuss some of the 
best practices on how to leave work at work, 
create time for family and ourselves, and still 
develop a successful program.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Building Community: Recruitment 
and Retention Strategies Through 
Collaboration
Presenter: Brigitte Poulson
Coordinator: Matthew Slaga
COVID has changed our classrooms in so 
many ways, especially when it comes to the 
recruitment and retention of students. This 
session is for those who are looking for ways 
to reinvigorate their program’s outreach, in-
reach, and community impact by emphasizing 
collaboration, articulation, targeted recruiting 
strategies, and school-specific recruitment/
retention events. The session will culminate 
with the creation of a goal-specific game plan 
for recruiting for the 2023-24 school year that 
can be shared with administration, feeder 
schools/programs, and the community.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Creating Calm: 10 Mindful Activities 
for the Music Classroom
Presenters: Carol Carstensen, Steven Estrella
Coordinator: Christine Marr
Creating Calm is a set of 10 activities 
commissioned by the Mindful Music 
Association to help music educators integrate 
mindfulness practices in the classroom. 
Developing a mindfulness practice will enhance 
the general and music education experience 
of students. Mindfulness in your class can 
help students reduce stress and anxiety and 
improve focus and attention. Come see how 
just four to five minutes can have your students 
more calm, alert, and focused. You will leave 
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this session with 10 easily adaptable lessons 
that can be seamlessly incorporated into your 
classroom on Monday.
TCC, 407

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Enter the Real World: Successfully 
Navigating Student Teaching
Presenter: John Denis
Coordinator: Anthony Atkinson
Student teaching has long been believed by 
those in higher education to be one of the 
most essential aspects of preservice teacher 
training. Teachers themselves also frequently 
mention the impact student teaching had 
on their development as successful band 
directors. As such, getting the most out of 
this crucial time is paramount for preservice 
teachers, yet doing so can often be difficult, 
overwhelming, or confusing. To this end, 
this clinic will provide preservice teachers 
with key ideas, important perspectives, and 
useful tips for successfully navigating student 
teaching. Some areas of discussion will include 
expectations of the professional band director, 
changing concepts of identity/perspective, and 
how to learn the most from your cooperating 
teachers and university supervisor. Attendees 
will leave with applicable tips as well as an 
understanding of the underlying structures of 
the student teaching process.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by Florida NAfME Collegiate

3pm-4pm
FAMU Faculty Demonstration Clinic
Presenter: Longineu Parsons
Coordinator: Shelby R. Chipman

Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
First Steps to Improvisation
Presenter: Paul Cribari
Coordinator: Laura Allgood
Developing confident improvisers doesn’t 
happen overnight! Come explore ways to 
develop improvisation skills in your students 
from day one. In this session we will use 
imaginative play, speech, and body percussion 
to lay the groundwork for successful 
improvisations in the future.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

3pm-3:30pm
FMEA MINI-CONCERT: 
J. W. Mitchell High School 
Trumpet Ensemble
Directors: Joshua Hobbs, Drake Middlebrook
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Lobby Stage

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
SmartMusic Tips Every Teacher 
Needs to Know
Presenter: Ted Scalzo
Coordinator: Vivian Gonzalez
Discover how your colleagues have found 
innovative and creative ways to use 
SmartMusic with their students and get the 
most out of their subscriptions. Discover 
how teachers across the country are using 
SmartMusic to address SEL and to empower 
their students to learn. Learn about method 
book assignment strategies that will maximize 
learning and reduce workload. Build long-term 
assignments that address daily technique 
development. See how to turn your students 
into sight-reading ninjas. Capitalize on playlists 
to meet several demands and needs. We 
encourage those in attendance to share their 
favorite use of SmartMusic for all to benefit.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by MakeMusic

3pm-4pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Thinking Beyond the Stage: 
Everybody Has a Part to Play
Presenter: Lesley Dennis
Coordinator: Crystal Berner
What makes a show-stopping performance 
experience for your students? The safety net 
of your classroom can set the stage for all 
students to find comfort and confidence in 
performing for others. Remove the barriers of 
the big stage and create context for real life 
application of musical skills and concepts.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by QuaverEd

3pm-4pm
Hear It, Sing It, Write It, Read It: 
Building Choirs Through Daily 
Dictation
Presenter: Deborah Mar
Coordinator: Alicia Romero-Sardiñas
This workshop will provide participants with 

step-by-step instructions on how to implement 
a daily melodic and rhythmic dictation activity. 
Southwood choral students have successfully 
used this proven method to build musicianship 
since 2004. A spiral curriculum will be 
presented that encompasses all levels of 
music abilities, regardless of experience. Daily 
dictation can be used as a bell-ringer as well as 
simple assessment. Dictation can be used to 
develop composition skills and improvisation. 
Sight-reading skills dramatically improve as 
singers build confidence each day learning 
to write their melodies and rhythms. Singers 
learn to recall short passages and audiate, and 
then apply what they have learned to increase 
their ear-training skills. While this curriculum 
incorporates solfeggio and Curwen hand 
signals, it can easily be adapted to numbers or 
other systems. As students progress in daily 
dictation drills, music literacy success is easily 
achieved.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FVA

3pm-4pm
It Takes a Village: Reconnecting 
With Our “Why”
Presenters: Catherine Bennett, Pamela Klena
Coordinator: Jeffrey Mills
In recent years, music teachers have noted 
struggles with burnout, intensification, and 
various discouragements surrounding teaching 
music in schools. Amidst troubling times, it is 
possible to become disconnected from our 
purpose (our “why”); it is necessary that we 
take the time to reflect and remember. Around 
such topics, it can be helpful for music teachers 
to come together as a community of practice 
to wonder and share. Wenger (1998) defines 
communities of practice as groups of people 
with a common interest and a desire to learn 
from and contribute to the community with 
their varied experiences. We invite you to this 
session to revisit and redefine our “why” for 
ourselves and for our students. Ultimately, our 
students deserve reflective and purposeful 
music educators. Throughout this session, the 
presenters will facilitate and direct discussions 
with the aim of clarifying the essence of our 
purpose—of your unique purpose—within an 
empowering community of practice.
Marriott, Meeting Room 3

Sponsored by FMEA
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3pm-4pm
Making Our Mark – Another Take 
on Programming Underrepresented 
Composers
Presenter: Jack Eaddy
Coordinator: Angela McKenzie
The 21st century has opened our eyes to 
composers we may not have traditionally 
programmed. With this resurgence, we are 
experiencing a breakthrough in the wind band 
medium; new sounds, colors, and styles are 
finding their way to our ensembles and the 
stage. Band directors are encouraged to 
program underrepresented composers but 
need ideas on where to begin. This session 
is not to learn about checking a box for your 
concert but to help the wind band medium 
continue to evolve. Participants will engage in 
discussions about various composers, their 
unique styles, and programming strategies, as 
well as adding music to various state lists.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Recruitment and Retention: 
Demystifying Strings for Students, 
Families, and Communities
Presenter: Blair Williams
Coordinator: Kasia Bugaj
Recruitment and retention are vital to 
sustaining our string music programs in 
each and every community. Connecting 
to the community is HOW (Brenner, 2010; 
Gillespie, Russell, & Hamann, 2014; Ferguson, 
Lewis, & Omelchekno, 2015)! There are 
excellent initiatives and programs from many 
organizations and associations to assist, but 
each of us must look deeply inside our unique 
communities to learn. WHAT string teaching 
and learning opportunities are we offering 
or not offering in our communities? HOW 
are we communicating the specific value of 
string music education? And most importantly, 
WHY is there a need and why should the 
community value or sustain string music 
education programs? Participants will analyze 
data, discuss researched strategies, and share 
ideas within our community of participants. 
We will use research in music education and 
leadership to connect and inspire our WHATs, 
HOWs, and WHYs (Sinek, 2011).
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FOA

3pm-4pm
Sing Me a Story – A Joyful 
Connection Between Vocal 
Development and Reading 
Readiness Skills PK-5
Presenter: Jo Kirk
Coordinator: Daniel Browne
Discover the joy-filled links between high-
quality children’s literature, vocal development, 
and early literacy skills. Participants will 
explore a variety of music-based strategies and 
high-quality children’s literature that nurture 
fundamental vocal and reading readiness 
skills. Come, build skills and examine ways to 
develop a creative link between singing and 
early literacy skills. (Based on The Ohio State 
University “Reading Readiness” research.)
TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Start With Hello – Working With 
Administrators to Create Vibrant 
School Music Programs
Presenter: Angela Schendel
Coordinator: Sondra Wenninger Collins
Are you happy with your school music 
program? Is it moving toward your vision of 
success? None of us creates great programs 
alone. This clinic will give you strategies to 
communicate with and involve your school 
administration, techniques to help grow your 
program, and pathways to improve school 
culture in your building.
TCC, 105

Sponsored by Awards Committee

3pm-4pm
String Instrument Maintenance: 
Knowing When to DIY or Just Find a 
Luthier
Presenter: Abbey Duncan
Coordinator: Kathryn Pelletier
Instrument maintenance is a top priority 
for programs that want their ensembles to 
sound the best they can. Unfortunately, string 
instruments are prone to various ailments that 
are seemingly risky to solve on your own. With 
insight from luthier Ethan Morency of Violin 
Shop Tampa, we will discuss common breaks 
and how to approach fixing them—and when it 
is best to take it to a professional. You will learn 
what tools are good to keep around, how much 
a repair might cost, alternatives to discarding 
cheaper instruments, and tips for your own 
classroom DIY. A portion of the session will be 

dedicated to discussing instrument construction 
and why certain parts are more prone to being 
damaged or broken.
TCC, 403

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Strumming Up Ukulele
Presenter: Kalani Das
Coordinator: Shannon Stem
Participants will have opportunities to play 
ukulele, learn and sing a variety of songs, and 
explore a variety of percussion instruments. 
Songs include different styles, languages, and 
challenge level, all presented using a student-
centered approach. This hands-on session is 
a way to create music together, gather new 
material and teaching strategies, share ideas, 
and bond with peers. Along the way, we will 
identify connections to SEL strategies and 
techniques. This session is about making 
music, sharing with peers, and having fun at 
the same time. Instruments provided and/or 
bring your own.
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FEMEA

3pm-4pm
FMEA STUDENT CONFERENCE 
EXPERIENCE: 
Leadership and Advocacy
Presenter: Scott Evans
Coordinator: Charlene Cannon
Students will learn about leadership within their 
music program, as well as opportunities for 
advocacy.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Student Leadership Committee

3pm-4pm
Success Does Not Equal Superior– 
How to Have a Great First MPA 
Experience
Presenter: Amy Beres
Coordinator: John Harcus
This session will discuss all the things you 
need to know to have a successful first MPA, 
things you may never even thought about. 
Topics discussed will include organization and 
logistics of MPA day, utilizing parent volunteers, 
communication with parents, sight-reading 
procedure, stage etiquette, and next steps after 
MPA is over. This session is geared toward 
new music educators but has content that is 
applicable to anyone interested in improving 
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their MPA experience. Editable resources, 
including a checklist, will be available to 
session participants.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

3pm-4pm
Trumpet Solutions: Tips to 
Developing the High School 
Trumpet Section and Identifying 
Individual Student’s Abilities
Presenter: Aaron Witek
Coordinator: Crystal Hendricks
The idiom “a chain is as strong as its weakest 
link” is often applied to sports teams and 
musical ensembles. This statement can also 
apply to any section in a musical ensemble. It is 
imperative to develop individual fundamentals 
and ensemble skills to result in a better learning 
environment and community and to enhance 
the quality of the ensemble. In this clinic, 
Dr. Aaron Witek will share a comprehensive 
approach to identifying and improving common 
trumpet player issues, specifically to aid 
teachers in the development of high school 
trumpet students and in turn helping to develop 
the abilities of the trumpet section. By use of 
auditory and visual examples, with and without 
the use of technology, Dr. Witek will explain 
how to identify specific issues and how they 
can be addressed while working with the 
section or an individual. Specific approaches, 
exercises, and cue words along with the 
following topics will be presented: tone/
intonation, embouchure, range, articulation, 
and literature.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-4pm
Using Popular Music to Teach 
Social and Emotional Learning
Presenter: Ryan Gardner
Coordinator: Debera Thompson
This session will engage attendees in 
methods that integrate social and emotional 
learning using various genres of popular 
music, including musical theater, rap, and 
pop. Attendees will be engaged in activities 
composed of active listening, symbolism, 
emotional responses to musical elements, 
higher-order questioning techniques, and 
how to use information gathered from these 
activities to create music to elicit emotional 
responses using loop-based DAWs. This 

session will also highlight ways in which 
popular music can help us address important 
topics with our students, such as coping 
with death, how to process and understand 
conflicting emotions, dealing with feelings of 
isolation, suicide, and using the resources in 
our schools to support our students. Attendees 
will learn about the use of musical and non-
musical sounds and how they are used in the 
songwriting process.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Activating Your Community:  
Car Sales, Classroom Music, and 
Everything in Between
Presenters: Emily Burch, Alex Gartner
Coordinator: Danelle Eckhart
The music classroom is a community. We 
spend considerable time cultivating positive 
cultures among our students, but what about 
outside our rehearsal halls? How can we 
build bridges between our ensembles and the 
diverse values, resources, and expertise found 
in the larger community? While it’s seemingly 
effortless to talk about the importance of music 
education among like-minded colleagues, 
translating that conversation to those outside 
our sphere can sometimes fall flat. How can 
we build a network of stakeholders who fully 
engage with and support our students and 
programs? Equipped with a new vocabulary, 
this session will help you step off the podium 
and into public spaces for opportunities to 
communicate your program’s value to attract 
new supporters—students, patrons, donors, 
and partners alike. By reframing your “elevator 
pitch,” you’ll be able to activate a diverse 
network of stakeholders who will empower your 
ensemble to thrive.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Beating Burnout – How to Thrive, 
Not Just Survive!
Presenters: Justin Chase, Jennifer Erickson, 
Lisa Hewitt, Charles Watford
Coordinator: Anthony Denaro
This session will present a panel of 
experienced music educators with combined 
more than 100 years of successful teaching 
experience in band, chorus, orchestra, and 
elementary music who have thrived in their 
music education careers while balancing other 
life responsibilities as well. We will share tips 

and suggestions for maintaining life balance, 
preventing burnout, and living a thriving music 
education life!
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
FMEA CONCERT: 
Florida A & M University  
Gospel Choir
Director: Jordan Burney
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Ballroom B

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Color and Perception / S. E. Shires
Presenter: Alexis Smith
Coordinator: Mary Oser
Find out how different bell alloys and other 
components of an instrument affect our 
perception of sound. Dive in deep with us as 
we talk about how musicians perceive sound, 
and how we use that perception to help guide 
musicians to their perfect instrument.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by Eastman Music Company / S.E. 
Shires

4:15pm-5:15pm
Freedom in Congo Square: 
Honoring Black History Through 
Literature and Music
Presenter: Franklin Willis
Coordinator: Pauline Latorre
In the southern corner of Louis Armstrong Park 
is Congo Square, an open space where slaves 
and free blacks gathered throughout the 19th 
century for meetings, open markets, and the 
African dance and drumming celebrations that 
played a substantial role in the development of 
jazz. In this session teachers will be immersed 
into the rich history of Congo Square in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. We will utilize the book 
“Freedom in Congo Square” by Carole Boston 
Weatherford to discover the origins and 
meaning of this historic landmark. Through 
the Orff process we will create a musical 
experience to honor the legacy and spirit of 
Congo Square.
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FEMEA
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4:15pm-5:15pm
FVA Reading Session: 
A Brief Journey Through Cuban 
Choral Music
Presenter: Nimia Marquez
Coordinator: Ella Carr
Cuba has a large tradition of choral music. It 
began in the 16th century when the Cuban 
sound landscape slowly changed after the 
collision of two main foreign cultures: the 
Spanish and the African. The Spaniards 
brought to the island the European aesthetic 
while the Africans added the syncopated and 
percussive elements present in most Cuban 
choral works. This presentation will provide 
resources and information about some of the 
great Cuban choral composers beginning with 
Esteban Salas from the 18th century. Choral 
teachers will be exposed to performance 
practices and will be provided with historical 
contextualization as well as listening and 
reading opportunities. Participants will leave 
with a wealth of resources and new music to 
explore from various styles, genres, and Cuban 
cultural traditions.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FVA

4:15pm-5:15pm
How They Hear Us: What Orchestral 
Adjudicators Listen to for the Non-
String Educator
Presenter: Dakeyan Graham
Coordinator: Charles Patterson
In the current music education climate, music 
educators have the opportunity to teach 
outside their primary component. This is 
evident within the orchestral realm, where 
band directors are serving double duty. While 
musical fundamentals of tone and musicality 
remain consistent between domains, there 
are specific elements and nuance differences 
between the mediums. This session aims to 
provide guidance and clarification for what 
orchestra adjudicators are looking and listening 
for in performance ensembles, specifically for 
those who have primary experience in the wind 
band or chorus medium. Proven successful 
pedagogical, listening, preparation, and 
performance practices will be shared by two 
successful instructors turned state adjudicators 
with primary initial experience in non-orchestral 
mediums. In order to provide the best music 
education experience for ALL students, we 
must work to equip educators with the tools to 
be successful in all areas.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FOA

4:15pm-5:15pm
I Love Music! So, What’s Next?
Presenter: Anne Fennell
Coordinator: Ryan Ross
Are you a planner? Worried about what’s next 
for you? Do you find yourself daydreaming 
about the future? This workshop is designed 
for all high school students who are thinking 
about their next steps after high school. The 
opportunities are endless, and with all you 
have learned as musicians, you have skills that 
no one can touch. Come to this session if you 
want to see your strengths to help guide your 
next steps. Maybe in music education? Maybe 
in the music industry? Or, maybe in … The 
possibilities are endless!
TCC, 403

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Introducing Émile:  
Facilitating Rhythmic Independence 
in Student Musicians
Presenters: Scott Jones, Michael Weintraub
Coordinator: Julie Murray
This interactive session is specifically designed 
for the teacher looking for a new way to 
approach rhythm learning. The program 
is flexible; allows for a variety of counting 
systems; and is suited for studio, small group, 
and large ensemble settings. A demonstration 
ensemble will showcase how Émile can be 
used with student musicians in the working 
classroom. Émile is a free web-based computer 
program created to aid music educators in 
nurturing robust rhythmic vocabularies in 
student musicians. A library of more than 1,500 
pre-created rhythm slides in a variety of time 
signatures and note/rest combinations enables 
educators to create customizable rhythm slide 
shows for use in the classroom. Users can also 
select from pre-created playlists of rhythm slide 
shows organized by developmental level and 
rhythmic concept. Founded upon research-
based principles, Émile is effectively being 
used in hundreds of music classrooms in the 
United States and abroad.
Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Make It Pop! Incorporating Popular 
Culture Into the Elementary Music 
Classroom
Presenter: Emily Kinnunen
Coordinator: Daniela Ramirez Calicchia
Music educators are constantly trying to 

bring things that students love into our 
classrooms. In this session, we will explore 
incorporating popular culture in the elementary 
music classroom. Throughout this session, 
participants will be taking a deep dive into 
lessons centered on popular culture. From 
movie music to what’s currently trending, 
we will find how to connect things that your 
students love to meaningful musical content.
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
The Three Ms: How to Make Your 
Music Student Assessments 
Meaningful, Measurable, and 
Manageable!
Presenter: Jason Hawkins
Coordinator: Scott Houchins
This session is for all music teachers and will 
explore many strategies you can use right 
away to make your assessments more than 
“just another test.” First, we will look at ways 
to engage music students authentically in the 
classroom or ensemble setting throughout the 
assessment process to make it meaningful 
for both the teacher and the student. Second, 
we will examine ways teachers can measure 
and document student learning to share 
student growth more effectively with a variety 
of stakeholders. Finally, strategies to make 
the assessment process both effective and 
efficient when working with a large number 
of diverse students will be suggested as we 
consider making assessment manageable. 
Multiple assessment purposes (e.g., formative, 
summative, diagnostic) and formats (e.g., 
performance-based, written, individual, 
group) will be included along with numerous 
technology-assisted assessment tools you can 
use in the post-COVID classroom.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Navigating Tenure and Promotion 
for Performance Faculty
Presenter: Stacie Rossow
Coordinator: Marc Decker
Navigating the promotion and tenure process 
as a member of the performance faculty 
can be tricky. This session will provide 
thoughts and strategies to help new tenure-
track performance faculty find avenues for 
understanding the portfolio process at various 
kinds of institutions as well as what to ask in 
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the hiring process to ensure later success.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by FCMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Percussion Literature:  
The Final Frontier
Presenter: Michael Tabone
Coordinator: Brandon Slaughter
This clinic will help you choose the correct 
literature for you percussionist from sixth to 
12th grade. In the clinic I will cover an array of 
percussion ensembles, solos, and methods 
that will help develop your percussionist 
and percussion sections. I will discuss the 
ensemble needs, techniques involved in 
playing specific pieces, and suggested setups 
for the pieces. I will discuss skill development 
in solo and ensemble playing and the methods 
I use to develop my percussion from year to 
year. I will use the FBA list for specific pieces 
that are accessible to any program, with a 
percussion specialist or not. I will also have 
giveaways from my sponsors Vic Firth and 
Zildjian.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Serious Fun: Revitalize Your 
Teaching Through Play
Presenters: Kari Adams, Morgan Luttig
Coordinator: Barbara Johnson
Do your students ever seem bored or 
disinterested? Do you ever feel tired, burned 
out, and like you just can’t bring yourself to 
teach that same concept one more time? 
Come explore how to infuse play into your 
lessons to optimize student engagement and 
learning as well as revitalize your energy and 
love of teaching. This interactive session will 
include a variety of strategies to incorporate 
play into the classroom without taking away 
from valuable learning. Leave with strategies 
you can implement on Monday that will get 
your students excited and engaged while they 
learn, create, and improve their skills. We’ll 
also introduce ways to incorporate play into 
your own pedagogy to keep teaching exciting 
and fun for you as well as your students. This 
session is jam-packed with strategies you can 
use right away to revitalize your classroom 
as well as concepts that will keep the energy 
going for years to come.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Seven Strategies for Teaching 
General Music to Students With 
Autism
Presenter: Kevin Brawley
Coordinator: Julia Hood
In this session, attendees will discover and 
discuss seven strategies for teaching general 
music to children with autism. Teachers will 
leave with proven and tested ideas on how 
to better engage these students, teach them 
meaningful musical concepts that can be 
built upon week to week, as well as manage 
unpredictable behaviors in their classrooms. 
They will receive lesson plans and materials 
they can use immediately, along with a new 
mindset for delivering a well-rounded music 
education to their students with autism—
whether in a self-contained setting or in an 
inclusion setting. Leave all your preconceived 
notions about what it means to teach a student 
with autism at the door. We are challenging the 
traditional expectations of what’s possible and 
pushing the bar higher for student and teacher 
alike.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
The “Few Good Men” in an 
Unbalanced Choir
Presenter: Greg LeFils
Coordinator: Christopher Hickey
Do you have a choir made up of almost entirely 
women and just a few guys? This type of 
ensemble is far too common and certainly has 
its challenges. This session will demonstrate 
ways to choose quality literature and to arrange 
the music as needed, and how to make 
adjustments to your rehearsal to keep those 
talented men engaged and singing in your 
choral program.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by FVA

4:15pm-5:15pm
The Best Improvisation Method 
You’ve Never Heard Of
Presenters: Barry Hartz, Edward White
Coordinator: Jermaine Chapel
This session will present the firsthand 
experience of two music educators working 
through the Developing Musicianship Through 
Improvisation series authored by Eastman 
School of Music faculty Chris Azzara and 
Richard Grunow (retired). This approach 

utilizes insights from research on how people 
learn music and combines an aural approach 
to developing tonal and rhythmic vocabulary 
with learning to improvise over the chord 
progressions of a repertoire of familiar tunes. 
The process begins with simple tunes using 
only tonic and dominant harmonies that are 
accessible to beginning students and gradually 
incorporates more harmonic functions to 
prepare players to improvise confidently over 
tunes with sophisticated chord changes. 
Throughout the session, the presenters will 
demonstrate the results of their own year-
long immersion in the process and engage 
participants in each step of learning to 
improvise over their first tune.
TCC, 407

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
The Elephant in the Room? 
Teaching String Bassists in the 
Heterogeneous String Classroom
Presenters: Mindy Curtis, Shelby Montgomery, 
Lauren Pardee
Coordinator: Samantha Felber
Practical strategies to help your bass players 
provide a strong harmonic foundation for your 
middle school and high school orchestras to 
build upon. These approaches from current 
secondary orchestra directors will set you 
up for success in your heterogeneous string 
classroom. We will discuss basic posture/
setup, sitting versus standing, left/right hand 
technique, German versus French bow, 
tuning/intonation issues, shifting, stylistic 
bowings, orchestral versus jazz pizzicato, and 
much more. What is relatable to other string 
instruments and what is bass-specific? This 
session will allow you to teach your bassists 
with confidence and assurance to help them 
succeed.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

4:15pm-5:15pm
Unify Your Students Through Group 
Projects
Presenters: Sandy Lantz, Gretchen Wahlberg
Coordinator: Laura Allgood
Discover innovative and creative instructional 
strategies to apply in your classroom to develop 
a unified environment. This lively, interactive 
session promotes the use of small group 
projects with your students. Be amazed and 
delighted with the variety of creative outcomes.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA
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4:15pm-5:15pm
You Can Do It: Building a 
Multifaceted Program in Rural or 
Under Resourced Areas
Presenter: Kelvin Jones
Coordinator: Edwin Santiago
This session will discuss strategies that can 
help music programs with limited budgets and 
provide teachers with strategies to successfully 
incorporate additional music groups outside 
of just marching band. We will also go over 
proven strategies to develop musicianship, 
recruit and retain students from diverse 
backgrounds, fundraise, and build community 
support.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

5pm-5:30pm
FMEA MINI-CONCERT: 
Advanced Lake George Jammers
Director: Katie Grace Miller
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Lobby Stage

Sponsored by FMEA

5:30pm-6:30pm
FCMEA General Membership 
Meeting
Coordinator: Marc Decker

TCC, 403

Sponsored by FCMEA

5:30pm-7:30pm
Florida NAfME Collegiate  
General Business Meeting
Coordinator: Allison Yopp
This is the first of two general business 
meetings for Florida NAfME Collegiate 
members. The second will be held on Saturday 
at 10am.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Florida NAfME Collegiate

5:30pm-7:30pm
FOA General Membership Meeting
Coordinator: Laurie Bitters
This meeting is open to all FOA members.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FOA

5:30pm-6:30pm
FVA General Business Meeting
Coordinator: Jeannine Stemmer

TCC, Ballroom D

Sponsored by FVA

6:30pm-7:25pm
FBA High School Directors Meeting
Coordinator: Bernie Hendricks
Discussion of current issues within the FBA.
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FBA

6:30pm-7:25pm
FBA Middle School/Junior High 
Directors Meeting
Coordinator: Ashley Crosby
Discussion of current issues within the FBA.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

6:30pm-7:25pm
FBA Small Schools Directors 
Breakout Session
Coordinator: Kelly Dorsey
Discussion of current issues with directors from 
small school band programs.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FBA

6:30pm-7:10pm
FMEA CONCERT: 
University of Central Florida – 
University Singers
Director: Jeffery Redding
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Ballroom B

Sponsored by FMEA

7:30pm-9:15pm
FBA General Business Meeting
Coordinator: Bernie Hendricks

TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

7:45pm-9:30pm
FEMEA Annual Business Meeting
Coordinator: Joani Slawson
Come join us for drumming and fun at the 
FEMEA Annual Business Meeting.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

7:45pm-8:45pm
World Rhythms
Presenter: Kalani Das
Coordinator: Joani Slawson
Participants will experience student-centered 
learning through exploring a variety of 
Caribbean, Brazilian, and West African songs, 
rhythms, and instruments. Using humanistic 
methods, Kalani will guide participants 
through movement and vocal and instrumental 
music-making to help develop music and the 
competencies needed to effectively share it 
with their students. Participants will experience 
teaching and learning strategies informed 
by both music education and music therapy 
models, as well as learning how SEL goals may 
be met while staying focused on active music-
making.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

8:30pm-9pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT: 
All-State Popular Music Collective
Coordinator: David Williams

TCC, West Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

9:15pm-10:15pm
FMEA CONCERT: 
United States Army Jazz 
Ambassadors
Director: Alexander Davis
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Ballroom B

Sponsored by FMEA
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FLORIDA CORPORATE & 
ACADEMIC PARTNERS 

COMMITTEE
Fred Schiff, Chairperson

PILOT PROGRAM

After meaningful discussions with our part-
ners at Hal Leonard, the Florida Corporate and 

Academic Partners Committee (FCAP) is thrilled to 
announce that three incredible sessions featuring three 
of the best educators in world will present on Friday at 
the 2023 FMEA Professional Development Conference. 
In a nutshell, FVA, FOA, and FBA were asked for a 
short list of names they wanted their members to see, 
and Hal Leonard made it happen. It is my pleasure 
to announce that Dr. Matthew Arau (FBA), Dr. Rollo 
Dilworth (FVA), and Dr. Robert Gillespie (FOA) will be 
in Tampa in January to address our members.

These Pilot Program sessions, though funded by 
Hal Leonard, are not about the products they sell. 

This is an ideal partnership, whereby each presenter 
will be offering music teachers additional tools to face 
the issues they encounter in and out of the classroom, 
allowing all of us to improve.

As I have stated before, the quality of the music 
business community is dependent on quality class-
room teaching, and it is our intention to make sure all 
of our communities grow and flourish.

If you are a Corporate or Academic Partner that has 
an idea on how you can help any of our FMEA compo-
nents and would like to be seen on another level for the 
2024 conference, then please contact me. I look forward 
to our conversations.

Dr. Matthew Arau Dr. Rollo Dilworth Dr. Robert Gillespie

A Pilot Program First for the  
2023 FMEA Conference

Renew your partner 
membership TODAY!

For more information, call 850-878-6844
email info@FMEA.org
visit FMEA.org/partners
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January 13, 2023 Friday
Schedule of Events All-State Concert = 

Combined Concert = 

7:30am-8:45am
FMEA Awards Ceremony
Presenter: Sondra Wenninger Collins
Coordinator: Sondra Wenninger Collins
The official FMEA ceremony where the 2023 
FMEA award winners are recognized and 
awarded.
TCC, West Hall A

Sponsored by Awards Committee

7:30am-10am
Pinellas County Schools Meeting-B
Coordinator: Ajori Spencer

Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

7:45am-8:45am
#MoreThanAMusicTeacher:  
Creating Digital Portfolios and 
Online Content to Land You the Job
Presenter: Emily Kinnunen
Coordinator: Kelley Cunningham
Digital portfolios and digital media are essential 
for the music educator today. When evaluating 
candidates applying for jobs, administrators are 
looking for #MoreThanAMusicTeacher. These 
digital resources are vital in showcasing the 
very best of what you have to offer as a music 
educator. In this session, participants will learn 
how to make their digital portfolio and online 
content stand out among a sea of applicants. 
By the end of this session, participants will be 
able to show the best of themselves and their 
teaching abilities through digital media.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FMSA

7:45am-8:45am
Accessing Musical Language 
Through Solfège Harmonization
Presenter: Michelle Folta
Coordinator: John Dunn
Using solfège for harmonization is an 
innovative and simple way for choir directors 
to apply literacy skills outside of sight-reading 
practice. Folta will demonstrate how solfège 
can be used to create a cappella arrangements 
and will provide practical applications for 
diverse learners in the choral rehearsal. 
Participants will be active during this session 
in creating their own “solfège road maps,” 
composing our session’s version of a cappella 
arrangements, and singing those arrangements 
together as a group.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by FVA

7:45am-8:45am
All Together Now! Unifying the 
Performing Arts in Your School and 
School District
Presenters: Greg LeFils, John Lychner
Coordinator: Charles Kelly
In many schools and school districts, there is 
a level of isolation, with each music educator 
working as if they were on an island. However, 
there are incredible benefits to working 
together, both within the school and across 
the school district. This session will describe 
ways that music educators work together for 
the benefit of students as well as professional 
support in some incredibly successful schools 
and school districts across the country. Topics 
covered will include joint performances, 
collaborative boosters, common curricular 
outcomes, mentorship, and coordinated 
advocacy. Attendees will be invited to share 
their experiences.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by FMEA

7:45am-8:45am
ASBDA Business Meeting
Coordinator: Paul Morton

TCC, 407

Sponsored by FBA

7:45am-8:45am
Beyond the Book – Building 
Versatile Musicianship in  
Beginning Band
Presenter: Barry Hartz
Coordinator: Dana Burt
This session will a wealth of strategies for 
supplementing published method books with 
materials and activities designed to equip 
beginning instrumentalists with the skills 
needed to play the music in their method 
book and to exercise their own individual 
creative thinking. The session will begin with 
three-note songs and exercises that students 
can learn even prior to getting instruments. 
Participants will experience a sequential 
process for introducing notation and learn how 
to design a series of skill levels to develop 
students’ technique beyond that required 
in beginning method books. Strategies for 
composing include using simple symbols 
to add connection, silence, and division to 
compose rhythmic variations of existing 
songs. Participants will learn how to develop 
unison songs into complete arrangements by 
identifying the underlying harmony of songs 
and engage students in creating bass lines 

and harmony parts and improvising over the 
harmonic structure of the songs in their book.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by FMEA

7:45am-8:45am
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Middle School Matters: Choral Rep 
for Developing Voices
Presenter: Andy Beck
Join clinician Andy Beck as we sing through the 
best and most appropriate repertoire designed 
specifically for middle school singers. Music in 
this session will address your big concerns, like 
finding music for changing voices, balancing 
fun selections with educational repertoire, 
motivating singers, easy movement ideas, and 
more. A complimentary music packet will be 
given to each director in attendance.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FMEA

7:45am-8:45am
Hear the Drums Talk
Presenter: Josue Rodriguez
Coordinator: James Brannock
Through the immersion into the rhythms of 
Puerto Rican folk music, participants will 
develop the technique and skills required 
for traditional Puerto Rican drumming. They 
will learn the origin, roots, and foundation 
of Bomba-Sica as they perform the basic 
rhythmic patterns and use the appropriate 
instrumentation required for the performance 
of such musical style. Instruments to be played 
include the Cua, the Barril, and the Maracas. 
The combination of rhythms performed on 
each of this instruments will culminate in the 
interpretation of Bomba drumming as they 
accompany the song “El Cumbanchero.” 
This rhythm is exemplary of the Puerto Rican 
culture as it was influenced by African musical 
traditions.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by FMEA

7:45am-8:45am
Just Gender: Pathways to 
Inclusivity in Elementary School
Presenters: Nicholas Prosini, Ær Queen
Coordinator: Scott Evans
“We’re not all guys!” This session will feature 
ways to use language and actions to show 
your students and co-workers that they are 
valued, loved, and belong in your space and 
the school as a whole. We approach inclusivity 
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in an organic and musical way that will be a 
natural fit in your existing musical teaching 
practice. We will include children’s literature 
and free digital resources to center gender 
inclusivity at school. Since gender identity and 
gender expression are unique to each person, 
participants will engage in activities designed to 
encourage personal reflection on gender. We 
aim to help participants “see themselves with 
their own eyes” as a way to help students do 
the same—for themselves and other students’ 
genders. We will use the resources shared in 
our session to demonstrate the need for gender 
inclusion in Pre-K and elementary school 
settings. Our collection of resources will help 
teachers introduce and demonstrate affirming 
gender narratives into their work.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Professional Development 
Committee

7:45am-8:45am
Pop Orchestra Ensemble: Learning 
and Arranging Popular Music by Ear
Presenter: AnnMarie Abraham
Coordinator: Kasia Bugaj
Playing by ear is a versatile and essential skill 
in music performance that puts the performer 
in the position to improvise and create music. 
Through the pop orchestra ensemble, students 
learn how to play and create arrangements 
by ear using only lyrics, a basic bass line, and 
a recording of the song. In this session, we 
will discuss how to develop skills to play by 
ear and how to create arrangements as an 
orchestra using music that students actively 
listen to presently. Participants will engage 
in various ear-training exercises to discover 
how to teach playing by ear. Participants will 
also discover how to teach students to build 
orchestral arrangements of the popular songs 
being learned. You will leave this session 
having the tools and resources to teach your 
orchestra how to play and create popular music 
arrangements by ear. Bring your instrument 
and play along as we learn music from popular 
artists including Taylor Swift, Harry Styles, 
Smash Mouth, and Portugal, The Man!
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FOA

7:45am-8:45am
Sight-Reading Success:  
Tips and Techniques From the First 
Day to MPA
Presenter: Lisa Benincasa
Coordinator: Patti Peltz
Would you believe that learning to sight-read 

can be fun for students? In this session, I will 
offer 19 years of experiences and strategies 
that I have found successful in my classroom 
when teaching sight-reading and music literacy. 
From the first day of school through MPA 
and beyond, make this process easy for the 
students AND for you! I will share a variety of 
resources and activities that are fun as well 
as educational. In addition, we will unpack the 
newest FVA rules for the sight-reading portion 
of MPA.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FVA

8am-7pm
FMEA Registration Desk Open
Coordinator: Josh Bula

TCC, Lobby Registration

Sponsored by FMEA

9am-10:15am
FMEA SECOND GENERAL SESSION
Coordinator: John Southall
The Second General Session will be presided 
by FMEA President Shelby R. Chipman, PhD. 
The session will feature a keynote address 
by Dr. Benny L. Bolden, Jr., a 7-Minute 
Health & Wellness Workout by Parnell 
Williams, the FMEA Hall of Fame Induction, 
the annual FMEA Awards Presentation, 
and a performance by the FMEA Collegiate 
Ensemble.
TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FMEA

10am-6:30pm
FMEA Exhibition Hall Open
Coordinator: Kathleen Sanz

TCC, East Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

10:15am-1pm
FMEA CONCERT: 
Digital Music Showcase and  
Singer/Songwriter Festival
Coordinator: David Williams
The FMEA Digital Music Showcase and Singer/
Songwriter Festival is an annual event that 
celebrates students as makers of music from 
popular music genres such as rock, alternative, 
blues, pop, R&B, hip hop, funk, folk, indie rock, 
electronic dance music, country, rap, punk, 
soul, metal, Southern rock, Latin, new age, 
reggae, etc. The Digital Showcase is designed 
to encourage musical creativity, critical 
thinking, and collaboration by students in K-12 

schools. Students were welcomed to submit 
their original compositions for the opportunity 
to have them presented at the FMEA 
Professional Development Conference.
Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by Contemporary Media Committee

10:30am-11:30am
Care of the Music Educator: 
Redefining Vocal Success in the 
Classroom
Presenter: Rebecca Loar
Coordinator: Jade Willitt
Many educators have just come through a 
challenging two years of teaching through 
masks and managing classrooms both in 
person and online—sometimes simultaneously. 
Students as well as teachers are fatigued, 
which makes for a classroom that is rife with 
stress. This stress often appears when the 
teacher has to raise their voice, often through 
a mask, in order to get the attention of the 
student. As we break into this new year of 
education, let us redefine vocal success in 
the classroom. This session will refocus the 
attention of the instructor on self-care and 
vocal preservation. During our session we 
will discuss how to manage a classroom 
in nonverbal ways, how to preserve your 
voice during rehearsal/class, supplemental 
equipment to use in the classroom to help 
maintain vocal health, and general daily 
vocal hygiene. Our session will culminate in 
vocalizing together and enjoying the ability to 
sing together again!
TCC, 403

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Choir for All! Strategies for 
Teaching and Assessing Students 
With Special Needs in the Choral 
Classroom
Presenters: Jason Hawkins, Christine Lapka
Coordinator: Evan Powers
Do you work with students with special needs? 
Of course you do! This session will explore 
the challenges presented when working with 
exceptional students and will offer practical 
strategies for teaching and assessing these 
students in both middle and high school self-
contained exceptional student education 
(ESE) music and in typical choral ensembles. 
Following the theme of Unity, this session 
will also explore the benefits of inclusiveness 
in choral music education through flexible 
literature choices, clear communication 
strategies, reverse inclusion, peer buddies, 
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and differentiated instruction. Learn how your 
pandemic tech skills can pay off, and take away 
numerous resources to help you work with a 
range of students.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FVA

10:30am-11:30am
Collaborative Approaches to 
Songwriting in the Elementary 
Music Classroom
Presenters: Sandra Adorno, Michael Roberts
Coordinator: Pauline Latorre
This session will introduce strategies for 
designing collaborative songwriting activities 
across several genres and grade levels in 
the elementary music room. Participants will 
experience composing and adapting lyrics and 
melodies in large and small groups through 
new and existing source material. Songwriting 
activities appropriate for primary and 
intermediate grades will also be discussed.
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FEMEA

10:30am-11:30am
East to West 2023: The Silent 
Journey of Asian Music Educators 
and Students
Presenter: Deborah Mar
Coordinator: Trevor Tran
Continuing on the successful 2022 
presentation, this workshop will address the 
social inequities that Asian music educators 
and students face in and out of the music 
classroom. The Asian population in some 
Florida cities is now as high as 9% and is 
rapidly growing, particularly in Central Florida. 
Anti-Asian crimes have risen significantly 
since the pandemic. How are we as music 
educators building communities with all the 
notes? How are we creating safe spaces for all 
our students, regardless of their race, ethnicity, 
or language? Strategies will be discussed on 
how to eliminate cultural profiling in an effort to 
dispel myths and misconceptions. Workshop 
participants will create a forum for cultural 
feedback, sharing their experiences and 
offering positive recommendations for change. 
The goals of this workshop are to establish 
classroom environments that eliminate 
cultural bias, to learn how to respect cultural 
differences, and to offer strategies for empathy 
and understanding.
Marriott, Meeting Room 2

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11am
FMEA MINI-CONCERT: 
Evans High School Concert Choir
Director: Edith Wright
Coordinator: Dr. John Southall

TCC, Lobby Stage

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Sight-Reading: Time Saving Tools 
That Lead to Results!
Presenter: Don Crafton
Coordinator: Kerry Mullis
Need some ideas to minimize your time and 
maximize your results with sight-reading and 
sight-singing practice in the classroom? Check 
out some brand-new tools with Sight Reading 
Factory! Are you 1:1? Do you project ensemble 
music but want it EVEN easier? What about 
tracking student practice time? Hear about 
these and about our integrations with Google 
Classroom, Canvas, and Schoology so you 
can take your sight-reading to a new level while 
managing your time effectively.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by SightReadingFactory.com

10:30am-12noon
How to Fix It
Presenters: Amy Beres, Kelly Dorsey,  
Lori Pirzer, John Seth, Brantley West,  
Chandler Wilson
Coordinator: Kelly Dorsey
The American School Band Directors 
Association is proud to continue the “How 
to Fix It” clinics. The session will enlist the 
expertise of incredible music educators along 
with a demonstration band to examine top FBA 
literature and to provide hands-on suggestions 
on “How to Fix” areas of performance 
fundamentals, technical preparation, and 
musical effect. Part 2 will examine two topics: 
“Finding Expression and Emotion with an FBA 
Grade 1” and “Using Physical, Clarity, and 
Interpretive Articulations to Create Style” using 
an FBA grade 5. Participants are encouraged 
to bring the advertised scores for a real hands-
on experience.
TCC, West Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Incorporating Composition in the 
K-5 General Music Classroom: 
Building Community Through 
Creativity
Presenter: Katie Kovalsky
Coordinator: Alex Kovalsky
Because many music educators feel less 
comfortable completing creative musicking 
tasks like composition and improvisation, they 
often find it difficult to meaningfully incorporate 
these activities into their curricula. Engaging 
students in composing is a great way to build 
their confidence and strengthen your classroom 
community as students share their work with 
their peers or collaborate in their creations. The 
purpose of this session is to give K-5 general 
music teachers practical ways to incorporate 
composition into lessons across all grade levels 
in a scaffolded approach that allows students 
to experience every stage of the creative 
process. Activities presented will include the 
use of handwritten notation, both graphic and 
traditional, as well as digital notation.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Keyboard DJ: How to Remix Any 
Tune for Your Group Piano Class
Presenters: Diana Dumlavwalla,  
Melody Morrison
Coordinator: Kristen Franzen
Do you need a tool to spice up your group 
piano classes? Do students lose interest or 
zone out while playing? Remixing repertoire 
and technical exercises can make a world of 
difference in student attentiveness, making 
classes more memorable and enjoyable for 
both students and teacher. In this workshop, 
we will guide you through the process of taking 
any repertoire selection in your piano class 
and turning it into an exciting experience for 
your students, helping them stay engaged 
while playing in time. Preset beat patterns 
and instrumental backing tracks on digital 
keyboards, YouTube, as well as apps serve 
as excellent tools that can give even the 
most repetitive exercises and pieces new life. 
We will also explore repertoire selections of 
varying levels that are particularly well suited 
for this type of creative activity. You will leave 
this session armed with the knowledge and 
resources to utilize the equipment in your 
classroom to its maximum potential and have 
fun while doing it!
Marriott, Meeting Room 3

Sponsored by FMEA
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10:30am-11:30am
Lift Every Voice: Interpreting and 
Performing African American 
Choral Music
Presenter: Rollo Dilworth
Coordinator: Michel Avey
The presenter will provide pedagogical 
approaches to singing a wide range of genres 
that exist within the repertory of African 
American choral music—including spirituals, 
gospels, folk songs, work songs, and art songs. 
Educators will be offered tools for effectively 
communicating the importance of exploring and 
performing music representing various African 
American singing traditions. Both elementary 
and secondary level repertoire will be covered 
in this session.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by Hal Leonard

10:30am-11:30am
Make a Joyful Noise: Building a 
Gospel Choir From Scratch!
Presenters: Marques Ruff, Dante Webb
Coordinator: Yelitza Greene
At the outset of the 20th century, Gospel music 
exploded onto the American musical landscape 
becoming one of the defining genres of 
American music. Trailblazers such as Thomas 
A. Dorsey and Mahalia Jackson were at the 
forefront of this movement, and helped to pave 
a way for this unique, full-throated, Holy Ghost-
filled style of singing that proclaimed the Good 
News! A century later we remain transfixed by 
this style of music and its charismatic display 
of emotion, but are often lost on how we, too, 
can create a similar experience in our own 
worlds. This interactive session will be divided 
into three parts: history, theory, and practice. 
Through an understanding of the history of 
Gospel music, we will explore the structure 
of this style as it pertains to choral singing, 
including its triadic harmonies, tone quality 
and color, and effective methods of instruction. 
We will then put this knowledge into practice, 
immediately, with live demonstrations including 
three-part singing and more!
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Music Mentoring Matters!
Presenter: John Watkins
Coordinator: James Smisek
The process of participating in a mentoring 
relationship, either as a mentor or a mentee, 
provides invaluable growth experiences 

for everyone involved. This clinic will start 
by exploring the WHAT of music and arts 
mentoring, and how it is uniquely different 
than most mentoring models accepted by the 
International Mentoring Association, and then 
we will look at the WHY of music mentoring 
and move through various methods and 
models of implementing mentoring programs 
within districts and across disciplines. Music 
mentoring allows for community building 
across every area of a district and can create 
unique bonds between everyone from retired 
teachers through college interns, and even 
community members not directly involved 
with your program! Attendees will leave with 
proven actionable methods to begin or improve 
the mentoring process within their district and 
across the state. Everyone has something to 
gain through music mentoring!
TCC, 109

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Now and Then: A Critical 
Comparison of Teaching High 
School and College Marching Band 
in Diverse Populations
Presenter: Joel Pagan
Coordinator: Kay Dubbert
The purpose of this session is to provide a 
comparison and contrast of teaching strategies 
used in a high school and a college marching 
band environment and the implications that 
race, culture, age, and geographic location 
have on students’ participation and ability to 
work collaboratively during rehearsals and 
performances.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Panel: Current Challenges in 
Collegiate Music Education
Presenters: Erin Bodnar, Marc Decker, Mitchell 
Hutchings, Troy Jones, Samuel Rowley
Coordinator: Marc Decker
A diverse panel of college music teachers 
from throughout Florida will address current 
challenges in collegiate music education. 
Panelists include Dr. Erin Bodnar from the 
University of North Florida, Dr. Mitchell 
Hutchings from Florida Atlantic University, 
Prof. Troy Jones from Florida Gulf Coast 
University, and Dr. Samuel Rowley from Palm 
Beach Atlantic University. This session will be 
moderated by Dr. Marc Decker.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by FCMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Sight-Reading: Finding Success in 
the Room Before Even Entering It
Presenters: Dominick Eggen, Joshua Sall
Coordinator: Derek Fields
Sight-reading should be fun! After our 
exhausting stage performances, sight-reading 
can sometimes be more stressful than the 
stage itself. We will present strategies designed 
to make the director and students feel confident 
(and even excited) before entering the sight-
reading room.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by FBA

10:30am-11:30am
Sing With the Band! Incorporating 
Contemporary Vocal Music With 
Modern Band
Presenters: Matthew Clauhs, Morgan Jolley
Coordinator: Angel Marchese
Music for All means finding ways to engage 
students with little to no formal musical 
background in meaningful ways. This practical 
workshop will demonstrate how to incorporate 
modern band practices and healthy vocal 
technique with any student who is willing to 
learn, with no previous experience needed. 
Leave the workshop with resources that you 
can use the very next day for fun, engaging 
musicking with your students! These strategies 
can be incorporated into any classroom, not 
just general music.
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Sound Before Symbols: Starting 
With a Foundation of Creativity in 
Instrumental Music Classrooms
Presenter: Timothy Groulx
Coordinator: Heather Lundahl
Participants will learn an easy method for 
teaching improvisation and composition for 
self-expression prior to musical notation. 
Students will express their own musical 
ideas independent of written notation while 
reinforcing fundamentals and developing their 
expressive capabilities. This method follows 
the educational concept of “concrete before 
abstract” where students will learn to make 
music expressively before engaging with 
musical notation. Young musicians begin by 
experimenting with rhythms in the framework of 
a steady beat. Once students are comfortable 
with creating rhythms, students create rhythms 
using an instrument on a single pitch. Students 
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add more pitches to their “vocabulary” after 
they have become very comfortable with the 
preceding pitches until they are using the 
pentatonic scale and eventually the diatonic 
scale. Further development adds the roles of 
harmony and bass with rhythm and melody, 
and then incorporates these into various 
chords and tonal areas.
TCC, 407

Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11:30am
Strategies for Developing Intonation 
in the Orchestra Classroom
Presenter: David Pope
Coordinator: Vincent Conrod
This session will provide various strategies that 
string teachers can immediately incorporate 
into their daily rehearsals to improve students’ 
intonation. Participants will learn how to 
include practical classroom exercises that will 
teach their students to become self-sufficient 
musicians who can self-identify and self-
correct pitch errors. Topics will include teaching 
and refining listening skills, how to fix out of 
tune notes, learning to balance the ensemble, 
how to isolate and fix intonation issues in 
performance repertoire, tuning the inner lines, 
and how to play with expressive intonation. 
Covered strategies can be used with musicians 
in beginning, intermediate, or advanced 
ensembles.
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FOA

10:30am-11:30am
FMEA STUDENT CONFERENCE 
EXPERIENCE: 
Music in College
Presenter: DaLaine Chapman
Coordinator: Charlene Cannon
Participants will learn about music 
opportunities in college, auditions, admissions, 
and more!
TCC, 118

Sponsored by Student Leadership Committee

10:30am-11:30am
The Culturally Responsive and 
Learner-Centered Music Room
Presenter: David Williams
Coordinator: David Williams
This session will showcase pedagogical 
strategies that help teachers provide learning 
experiences in which students focus on 
making creative decisions as they collaborate 

with peers and where they have significant 
autonomy over music choices. The teacher’s 
role is to provide students a felt need to 
learn. Attendees will hear from students who 
have participated in these types of activities 
as members of a musical ensemble. The 
ensemble will also share some of their original 
music.
TCC, Ballroom D

Sponsored by Contemporary Media Committee

10:30am-11:30am
Uniting Administrators and Music 
Educators to Build High-Performing 
Schools
Presenters: David Alfonso, Kimberly Annis, 
Peggy Jones, Kelly Paduano, Jeanne Reynolds
Coordinator: Sondra Wenninger Collins
Principals and administrators will discuss 
how support for music programs results 
in successful, effective schools. FMEA 
award winners will share best practices to 
ensure academic success for students while 
supporting and strengthening music programs. 
This session is a must for administrators 
attending the FMEA conference as well 
as music educators seeking to strengthen 
relationships with school and district 
administrators.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by Government Relations 
Committee

11:30am-12noon
FMEA MINI-CONCERT: 
Miami Arts Charter School 
Percussion Ensemble
Director: Clifford Sutton
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Lobby Stage

Sponsored by FMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
Middle School Magic – Tricks to 
Keep Your General Music Students 
Actively Engaged in Their Learning
Presenter: Christina Reardon
Coordinator: Sandra Shafer
In this session, participants will experience 
an active middle school general music class. 
The session will be broken down into different 
approaches to teaching general music: 
body percussion, movement, technology, 
and projects. Body percussion will focus on 
creative ways to make music and identify form. 

Movement will take a traditional folk dance 
and modify it using popular music. Projects 
will focus on a blues writing unit that includes 
writing our own lyrics and playing the blues 
on instruments. Technology will step through 
a lesson using Chrome Music Lab. In addition 
to experiencing one ready-made lesson for 
each section, I will also share a variety of other 
ideas that fit within each topic. At the end of 
the session, I will share some tips and tricks 
I’ve learned through 14 years of teaching upper 
elementary and middle school students and will 
answer questions as well.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by FMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
Collaboration and Collegiality in the 
Performing Arts
Presenters: Rhett Cox, Sarah Leaman,  
Wesley Roy
Coordinator: Sondra Wenninger Collins
Collaboration between co-teachers and 
departments has proven to be extremely 
beneficial for students and the teachers 
involved. However, like with any relationship, 
those with our colleagues can be full of joys 
and pitfalls. In this session, we will explore 
strategies to create a positive, productive 
environment for working collaboratively with 
colleagues, as well as examples and a “how to” 
of several interdepartmental projects designed 
to foster collaboration and teamwork amongst 
students. Whether your goal is to plan projects 
across your department or simply “keep the 
peace” on a daily basis, this session will have 
something for you.
TCC, 403

Sponsored by Awards Committee

11:45am-12:45pm
Copyright Compliance and the 
Music Classroom
Presenter: James Weaver
Coordinator: Kathleen Sanz
Using copyrighted materials is a complicated 
but necessary ingredient in music education. 
This workshop will focus on the background 
of copyright and the best practices of using 
copyrighted materials in your classroom. Topics 
will include fair use, educational exemptions, 
arrangements, copyright law, and commonly 
asked questions.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FMEA
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11:45am-12:45pm
Developing Students With Limited 
Resources – Building a Music 
Program at a Title 1 School
Presenter: Brandi Edwards-Moore
Coordinator: Elizabeth Bichler
Building any music program takes time, 
energy, patience, and creativity. Adding Title 
1 students to the mix, who potentially have a 
different cultural background or are a different 
demographic than you, requires a different 
approach. The most important part of teaching 
is building relationships with your students. 
You must know how to navigate different 
circumstances and understand when to apply 
empathy versus accountability. Additionally, 
some may not have even signed up for your 
class. Your mindset as a teacher should be 
that none of these circumstances will change 
the result you are achieving with your students. 
Song suggestions will be given to get your 
students singing. Activities will be provided to 
build fundamental skills that will aid in theory 
practice and rehearsal techniques. Session 
attendees will receive a wealth of information 
to help support them as they develop choirs 
in their unique situations, including rehearsal 
techniques and online practices.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(DEI): A Look at the Current Trends 
and Beyond
Presenter: John Lychner
Coordinator: Anna Marie Friars
Discussions about Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion or DEI, while not new, have become 
more visible and significant in higher education. 
There are increased efforts to implement 
positive changes, including the formation 
of committees, task forces, programs, and 
the investment of various resources. This 
interactive session will provide an overview 
of current efforts, describe potential future 
directions, and allow participants to share their 
experiences so that all involved can come 
away with a better understanding of the big 
picture with regard to DEI in higher education in 
Florida and how we are moving forward.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by Professional Development 
Committee

11:45am-12:45pm
E Pluribus Infinitus: Choral 
Collectives in Educational Settings
Presenter: Julian Bryson
Coordinator: Lauren Lyle
Choral collectives offer a new paradigm 
for developing student leaders and music 
educators. Jacksonville University’s Infinitus 
has adapted the model of New York’s 
Choral Composer/Conductor Collective 
to engage students in every element of 
choral performance: repertoire selection, 
rehearsing, conducting, logistics, and even the 
preparation of this conference proposal. The 
ensemble has no single artistic director and 
makes decisions through collaboration and 
consensus. Repertoire is drawn from the past 
25 years, emphasizing works by JU students 
and local composers. The collective exposes 
future teachers and conductors to common 
professional challenges, but in an encouraging, 
educational environment. In this session, 
Infinitus will share our favorite repertoire, 
discuss the benefits and challenges of operating 
as a collective, and explore how the model can 
be adapted in whole or in part to other choirs, 
including secondary, church, contemporary  
a cappella, and community choirs.
TCC, Ballroom D

Sponsored by FVA

11:45am-12:45pm
Elementary Music Theater: Cross-
Cultural Games and Warm-Ups
Presenter: Matthew Slaga
Coordinator: Dorothy Yorty
As music teacher educators teach in different 
environments, music theater can provide 
the modern arts educator cross-cultural 
understanding, diversity, equality, and unity 
using different warm-up techniques and games 
with students. This session will explore different 
warm-up techniques, ideas, and games 
for educators to use for their own school’s 
after-school music theater programs or for in-
classroom instructional practices. The games 
and warm-up ideas will show educators how to 
facilitate the three different aspects of musical 
theater, which are music, dance, and acting 
for students. During this interactive session, 
the educators will participate in group games 
and warm-ups that are instructor lead and 
then student lead. At the end of the session, 
educators will be empowered to incorporate the 
different concepts of music theater and cross-
cultural strategies for their own schools and 
after-school programs.
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Breezin’ Thru Theory Hands-On: 
Accelerating Growth in Your 
Program
Presenter: Jean McKen
Coordinator: Allen Venezio
When students build rapid response to music 
theory concepts, their sight-reading and 
understanding go through the roof and so do 
your rehearsals. Learn how teachers level the 
playing field of inequity and accelerate the 
transition from beginners to intermediates and 
beyond by integrating Breezin’ Thru Theory into 
their programs. Bring any device and try it for 
yourself in a simulated classroom experience. 
You’ll see how fun, fast, and effective it really 
is. Curriculum aligned, student tracked, online 
at school or home, grades 5-12.
TCC, 407

Sponsored by Breezin’ Thru, Inc.

11:45am-12:45pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Experience New Choral Music With 
Jamey Ray
Presenter: Jamey Ray
Coordinator: P. L. Malcolm
Excelcia Music Publishing will present 
exciting and uplifting highlights from its choral 
catalog, including Voctave, Derric Johnson, 
and Pinkzebra, in this new music reading 
session. Choral editor Jamey Ray, producer 
and arranger for the popular a cappella group 
Voctave, will lead this inspiring clinic giving 
insightful tips on how to incorporate these new 
pieces into your own classroom repertoire for 
developing middle school through advanced 
college choirs. A packet of music will be 
provided to those who attend.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Excelcia Music Publishing

11:45am-12:45pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
How to Get Maximum Breathing 
Development Results in Minimum 
Time for All Students in Music 
Performance Groups, the 
LungTrainers Way
Presenter: Bill Rose
Coordinator: Matthew Weihmuller
This session will focus on the implementation 
of an effective beginning, intermediate, and 
advanced breathing development program 
for wind instruments and vocal instruction, 
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utilizing the LungTrainer Individual Breathing 
Assistant and MD3. Strategies for diaphragm 
development, building duration, and basic 
through advanced breathing skills will be 
discussed. The spotlight will be on how air flow 
and air pressure management are key factors 
to breathing development. Each participant 
will be provided an IBA for use during the 
session. The IBA is already used by thousands 
of students throughout the U.S. and Europe. It 
was designed for use in group settings and can 
easily be configured for variable air flow while 
the pressure is set to 0.5 psi, the psi needed 
to engage the diaphragm. Find out what 
equation is specific to each instrument and 
voice. BONUS: LungTrainers will raffle three 
ensemble sets of 15 IBAs during the session. 
You are only a breath away from success!
TCC, 101

Sponsored by Lung Trainers, LLC

11:45am-12:45pm
Infusing oThEr MuSiC Into the 
Keyboard Curriculum
Presenter: Jacob Merrett
Coordinator: Michael Young
Students are thrilled when they open up 
“Brother John.” Administrators are overcome 
with joy when they hear “Alouette.” And we 
all know everyone loves “Merrily We Roll 
Along.” That said, it is probably a good idea 
(read: essential) to incorporate a wide variety 
of musical styles in the keyboard curriculum 
besides the ever-popular public domain and 
works by Mr/s. Anonymous. One day soon, 
your students will likely not have immediate 
access to an expert in the subject matter 
(you) or the textbook (legally, at least), but will 
hopefully still be interested in learning music 
on their own. The approach I’ll share centers 
on learning chords and utilizing them across 
genres. You may have to step outside of 
your own musical comfort zone to reach your 
students, but I believe all music has something 
valuable for learning. I’ll get specific in my 
methods and classroom techniques, as well as 
classroom assignments and projects that help 
to foster growth and interest from my students.
Marriott, Meeting Room 2

Sponsored by FMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
Makey Makey Music: Creativity in 
the Music Classroom
Presenters: Candice Davenport Mattio,  
Nerissa Manela
Coordinator: Lawrence Young
This interactive session will introduce 

applications to incorporate creativity and music 
through technology for elementary general 
music classes. Attendees will become familiar 
with the Makey Makey kit, learn four examples 
of inclusion and uses for creativity in the music 
room, and rotate through four stations to get 
hands-on guided experience from a learner’s 
perspective. Attendees will receive access to 
a digital package including lesson plans and 
resources for implementation in their own 
classrooms.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
School and District Advocacy – 
Unity Where It Matters Most
Presenters: Kevin Ford, Vivian Gonzalez, 
Jeanne Reynolds, Scott Sheehan
Coordinator: Jeanne Reynolds
State and nationally recognized music educators 
will share strategies for advocating successfully 
at the school level and district level. Specific tips 
will be shared along with a discussion of how 
challenges can be overcome. Learn how to build 
a thriving, united educational community and 
how to advocate for facilities, equipment, and 
schedules that will ensure students’ success.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by Government Relations 
Committee

11:45am-12:45pm
String Lab: Experiment-Based 
Classroom Teaching
Presenters: Lisa Burrell, Creston Herron
Coordinator: Holly Cordero
Are you tired of fixing bow holds and correcting 
left-hand positions? Do you find yourself 
repeating the same strategies and seeing 
little improvement? Come explore creative 
experiments to engage your students in more 
individualized, self-directed learning. Bring these 
ideas into your classroom to improve long-term 
retention and to promote confident skill-building.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by FOA

11:45am-12:45pm
The Art of Facilitation: Navigating 
Race, Culture, and Difference in the 
Music Classroom
Presenter: Marshaun Hymon
Coordinator: Marc Decker
The importance of having conversations 
around race, culture, and difference in the 

music classroom is heightened. In order to 
ensure productive dialogue regarding these 
concepts, educators must build the necessary 
skills to meet the demand for an inclusive 
and equity-minded curricular approach. 
Through small and large group discussion, 
live facilitation practice, and utilization of 
classroom-based scenarios, participants 
will leave this session able to (1) articulate a 
three-step framework for effective facilitation, 
(2) identify the four building blocks to building 
cultures of inclusion, and (3) employ high-
impact questions to drive integrated and 
relevant conversation in the music classroom. 
These outcomes are sure to strengthen 
community, build empathy in musicians, and 
improve connection to concert literature.
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FCMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
The Illusive Highly Effective Teacher 
Evaluation
Presenter: Antonio Scott
Coordinator: Lindsey Williams
Whether you are a first-year teacher or 
a seasoned veteran, let’s face it, teacher 
observations and the evaluation cycle can be 
daunting for many. Regardless of what courses 
you teach, the grade levels, or the school 
district, all quality evaluations revolve around 
four areas of teaching and learning. As a 
district administrator and former principal, I will 
provide guidance through a lens that will equip 
participants with the knowledge to successfully 
score highly effective or exceeds expectations 
in all four areas. Additionally, participants will 
walk away with increased skills and practical 
resources to boost their confidence as a 
music educator. If you’ve ever felt like your 
administrator just doesn’t understand what it 
means to teach music or if you simply want to 
increase your skills as a teacher leader, this is 
the session for you!
TCC, 109

Sponsored by FMSA

11:45am-12:45pm
The Jazz Commandments: 
Guidelines for Successful, 
Authentic Swing Performance
Presenter: Jerry Tolson
Coordinator: Michael Jennings
The interpretation of jazz style is crucial to 
the element of swing in any jazz ensemble 
performance. Many charts today for both large 
and small jazz ensembles are well marked 
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with articulations and expression markings. 
However, in some cases there is nothing to 
guide the instructor or the student. In this clinic, 
I will address some of the articulation and 
style situations that are commonly found in 
jazz music. In doing so, I will present a set of 
guidelines that can be used to guide decisions 
regarding the treatment of notes and rhythms 
in the swing style of the jazz idiom. Armed with 
this set of general guidelines, it will be easier to 
sound more stylistically accurate and authentic. 
The ultimate goal of this clinic is to provide 
useful tips for helping your students understand 
jazz articulation and style.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

11:45am-12:45pm
The Recorder as an Accompaniment 
Instrument
Presenter: Paul Cribari
Coordinator: Sherry St.Petery
Although the recorder is a powerful tool for 
melody-making, every student might not feel 
confident with performing at this level. Come 
explore how the recorder can be used in the 
elementary classroom as an accompaniment 
instrument through improvisation, ostinato, and 
countermelody. Participants should bring a 
soprano recorder.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

11:45am-12:45pm
What Else Can I Do? Taking ESE 
Students Beyond the Classroom
Presenters: Deborah Parsons, Christina Torrez
Coordinator: Claire Burris
Come and participate in creative and engaging 
lessons to incorporate in your classroom to 
include all students, regardless of ability level, 
at your school. With thoughtful planning, 
differentiation, and using your students’ 
accommodations, we will discuss how to 
take these lessons a step further to put on a 
performance with your ESE students. We will 
also discuss how you can reach both ends of 
your student learning spectrum by collaborating 
with your general education or gifted education 
teachers to create a performance involving 
those students in a production role and foster 
an environment of inclusion at your school 
through the power of music.
Marriott, Meeting Room 3

Sponsored by FMEA

12noon-1pm
Research Poster Session
Coordinator: William Bauer
Fifty presenters (graduate students, faculty) 
are eager to chat about their research 
studies. Come into West Hall for a stroll, view 
the posters, and visit with the presenters. 
Download the handout for a listing of 
presenters and the titles of their research.
TCC, West Hall B

Sponsored by Research Committee

1pm-1:30pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT: 
All-State Elementary  
Orff Ensemble
Conductor: Karen K. Benson
Coordinator: Lisa Hewitt

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FEMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Application of Gordon’s Music 
Learning Theory on College Group 
Piano Classes
Presenters: Melody Morrison,  
Sofia Notar-Francesco
Coordinator: Timothy Groulx
Gordon’s Music Learning Theory focuses 
on the internalization of music through 
audiation and incorporation of movement to 
aid comprehension of musical ideas. MLT 
has often been used with only elementary-
aged students. This study attempted to 
determine how effective MLT would be on 
piano proficiency and overall musical aptitude 
in a collegiate group piano setting. In this 
session, we will describe the process of 
applying Gordon’s MLT techniques in group 
piano classes over the course of three weeks. 
Students were challenged to learn from one 
another by adhering to this sequence and 
participated in various collaborative music 
learning activities. You will leave this session 
with ideas on how to incorporate elements of 
MLT into class settings of any age group. In 
exploring the results and students’ perceptions 
of MLT’s application in a different learning 
environment, our goal is for you to be inspired 
to find fresh ways to apply current knowledge 
to different educational settings.
TCC, 404

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
“In the Deep End”: Transform Your 
Classroom With Group Songwriting
Presenter: Sarah Gulish
Coordinator: David Williams
We know that creativity is central to music-
making, but many of us struggle to know how 
to turn our classrooms into music laboratories. 
In this interactive workshop, we’ll take a deep 
dive into songwriting for music educators. 
We’ll explore group songwriting strategies, 
present ideas for lesson plan and assessment 
development, and create action plans for 
furthering our own creative practice. Bring an 
instrument, bring your voice, and get ready to 
create!
TCC, 407

Sponsored by Contemporary Media Committee

1:30pm-2:30pm
Building Stronger Communities  
by Running for Office!
Presenter: Jeanne Reynolds
Coordinator: Jeanne Reynolds
For the future of arts education, it is time for 
music educators to share their expertise and 
become more engaged in local and state 
politics. Music educators possess unique 
skill sets that position them well to support 
candidates or to serve in elected offices 
themselves. Music educators work with 
disparate groups of people (students) to meet 
a common goal (musical performance). Music 
educators are good presenters and good 
project managers and are able to manage 
multiple details to support a common goal. This 
session will provide information about how best 
to support your community either by supporting 
strong candidates or running yourself!
TCC, 114

Sponsored by Government Relations 
Committee

1:30pm-2:30pm
Chamber Music ... It’s Not Just for 
Solo/Ensemble Festival
Presenter: Steven Bossert
Coordinator: Marcey Sperr
As music educators, we frequently see our 
students put together small ensembles for a 
once-a-year solo and ensemble festival, but 
once the festival is over, so is the ensemble. By 
encouraging small ensembles in our programs 
to meet consistently and perform throughout 
the school year, the learned chamber music 
skills developed in rehearsals will not only 
benefit students in the ensemble, but also 
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transfer throughout your entire program. 
Chamber music can take many forms aside 
from the traditional string quartet. To keep 
building and improving the overall program, 
educators can broaden the focus and provide 
individualized attention to include all students, 
including beginners. In addition, these small 
groups can function as great icebreakers 
to introduce students who are new to your 
program. This session will include a discussion 
of diverse ideas and materials to help music 
educators provide the best experience for all 
students enrolled in their program.
TCC, West Hall A

Sponsored by FOA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Conceptual Teaching in the Band 
Room: What We Can Learn From 
Our Elementary Friends
Presenters: Michael Antmann, Lisa Hewitt
Coordinator: Haley Shimer
The idea of “conceptual teaching” is one that 
is often heard in our professional discourse. 
We know it is critical in the music classroom, 
but do we really know what it looks like? 
Oftentimes, the demand for performances and 
assessments can cause a teacher to neglect 
concept development and refinement in favor of 
skills and application, or rote learning of notes 
and rhythms. Elementary music teachers, 
however, are among the best at conceptual 
teaching. In this session, we will discuss 
what can be learned from our elementary 
music friends and how to apply it in the band 
room. Participants will leave with strategies 
to improve student performance through the 
strengthening of concepts.
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FBA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Culturally Responsive Chorus: 
Reimagining Culture in the 
Secondary Choral Music Classroom
Presenter: Alexander Glover
Coordinator: Andrew Campbell
The focus of this session is on presenting 
research data related to how culturally 
responsive and culturally relevant teaching 
practices impact a secondary choral music 
classroom. The session will present teaching 
strategies focused through the lens of 
culturally relevant teaching, data that reflect 
the efficacy of these strategies, and discussion 
of the perceived impact of these strategies 
on students’ understanding, experience, and 
musical achievement. This session is designed 

to provide a unique perspective on music 
education focused on celebrating the cultural 
differences of our students to provide a more 
meaningful music education.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by FVA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Ensemble Unity – Group-Building 
Games for Any Ensemble  
Type and Size
Presenter: Carolyn Tuttle
Coordinator: Jonathan Anderson
From graduating seniors to incoming sixth 
graders, every year our ensembles morph 
and change. It is up to us to make sure they 
build quality relationships with each other, 
thus allowing students to feel comfortable to 
take risks in rehearsal and on stage. Often 
the bond the students have with each other 
can influence the atmosphere of the room 
and ends up being just as important as music 
fundamentals. This interactive session will have 
us group-building together and will give you 
a tool box full of games to take back to your 
ensemble. Games will be appropriate for any 
age and any ensemble type or size and will 
require little to no materials. By the end of our 
time together, we might even make new friends 
ourselves!
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Finale 27 for Your Classroom Needs
Presenter: Ted Scalzo
Coordinator: Maylynn Leporacci
Finale 27 is better than ever and remains the 
premier music creation tool that educators 
have depended on for decades. The new share 
function enables you to get your creations 
into the hands of those who need your 
music via integration with a free SmartMusic 
account. This connection between Finale and 
SmartMusic fundamentally transforms tedious 
solo practice into a robust and rewarding 
experience by providing powerful real-time 
assessment; musical accompaniment with 
Garritan sounds; and a variety of tools such 
as a tuner, metronome, and transposition. 
See how the resources in Finale meet all your 
classroom needs.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by MakeMusic

1:30pm-2:30pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Match Factors
Presenter: Adam Workman
Coordinator: Adam Workman
The Flutistry team has worked with thousands 
of flutists around the world in their search 
for equipment. Join Flutistry’s founder Adam 
Workman as he demystifies the flute selection 
process so you can help your students sound 
their best.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by Flutistry

1:30pm-2:30pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Tech Tools From J. W. Pepper:  
My Score and Flip Folder
Presenters: Matthew Alosi, Isaac Brooks
Coordinator: Marc Kolodinsky
J. W. Pepper offers two unique services for 
composers/arrangers and directors: the My 
Score self-publishing platform, and the Flip 
Folder app for displaying music on mobile 
devices, both in rehearsal and performance. 
Join us to learn more! My Score is the 
distribution platform for self-published and 
independent composers who choose to offer 
printed and digital sheet music through J. W. 
Pepper. Get professional prints, with shipping 
all handled by the source directors trust most. 
Earn royalties paid quarterly without exclusive 
contracts and retain the rights to your music. 
The Flip Folder app allows directors to select 
a song on their phone and have it instantly 
appear on band members’ phones. Save time 
preparing for band camp and in rehearsals and 
performances—no more waiting for students to 
find their music!
TCC, 101

Sponsored by J. W. Pepper

1:30pm-2:30pm
Forging a Fabulous Internship
Presenters: Jesalin Gonzalez, Valerie Parrish, 
Evan Powers, Rebecca Rosario
Coordinator: Luis Nunez
Education internships provide an invaluable 
opportunity for growth for both the preservice 
teacher and the supervising teacher. In this 
session, we will provide tips, best practices, 
and food for thought to help you navigate 
this challenging but incredibly rewarding 
experience. We will speak to areas including 
but not limited to teaching feedback, 
communication, managing expectations, 
foundational skills, and classroom 
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management. As a group of panelists who have 
all worked together in this capacity and have 
since formed a strong support network for one 
another, we hope to offer varying perspectives 
and real talk that will enhance both student and 
supervising teachers’ tool belts for forging a 
fabulous internship.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Growth Mindset: Striving for 
Improvement in Yourself, Your 
Ensemble, and Our Music World
Presenter: Trevor Tran
Coordinator: Kristen Machuga
How can our mindset improve our daily lives 
and the ensembles we work with? By changing 
our mindset to one of growth, how can this 
be a catalyst to promote inclusivity, diversity, 
and equity in our profession? This session 
will dive into those questions by examining 
different approaches to our mindsets, 
understanding the science and research 
behind a mindset, presenting strategies and 
examples for implementing a growth mindset 
in an ensemble, and exploring how the growth 
mindset can be used to address current 
societal issues like diversity and equity. In the 
session, participants will learn about their own 
mindset tendencies, gain ideas for creating an 
environment of growth, and discover ways to 
promote equity and inclusivity in our ensembles 
and our field.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Guitar Pedagogy: Right Hand 
Fingerpicking Technique
Presenter: Edward Prasse
Coordinator: Edward Prasse
Any instrument can just as easily be played 
poorly or very well. Fingerpicking is an area 
in guitar instruction that requires very specific 
content knowledge delivered in an engaging 
and sequential manner in order to have 
students play well. This session is intended 
for the non-guitarist music educator or ones 
looking for a “freshening” of their fingerpicking 
pedagogy so they can deliver high-quality, 
life-long playing skills. Specific examples 
and pedagogical sequences will be played 
through in this hands-on playing session. Five 
guitars will be provided, thus attendees are 
encouraged to bring their own.
Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Ignite Intrinsic Motivation!
Presenters: Christian Gordon, Kalyn Todd
Coordinator: Andrew Lopez
Attendees will learn about designing and 
implementing a mastery-based performance 
system into a performance-based course. The 
presenters spent several years developing, 
testing, adapting, and implementing a pass-off 
curriculum into their own instrumental programs 
and are now ready to show you how to do 
the same. This system will revolutionize how 
you teach, assess, chair, and track students’ 
progress through their musicianship and 
character. Programs that have implemented 
this system have shown tremendous 
improvement in their groups’ and students’ 
overall performance and accomplishments, 
such as increased number of students 
accepted into honor and all-state ensembles, 
increased practice, increased participation, 
increased student motivation, desirable 
assessment ratings, and an increased level 
in performance literature. The presenters will 
expound on how this system develops a growth 
mindset and employs autonomy, mastery, and 
purpose to ignite intrinsic motivation in your 
students.
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Music Production in the Modern 
General Music Classroom
Presenter: Matthew Harmon
Coordinator: John Weatherspoon
In the modern age, it has never been more 
accessible to consume, create, and share 
music. In the elementary school, we use 
Apple’s GarageBand as our main software, 
and in the middle school, we use Ableton Live 
Intro. In GarageBand, we begin with learning to 
use a beat sequencer, a visually represented 
drum machine. We then learn to use a loop 
station where kids apply loops from a library 
of more than 2,000 files to a grid that can be 
used to organize form. Kids create entire songs 
using this process. In Ableton, the middle 
schoolers take a beginner’s approach to music 
composition, using various sequencers to layer 
8 beat loops of “beats,” chords, basslines, and 
melodies. The students are able to use the 
plug ‘n play approach to create many different 
samples to use in later compositions. This 
class/unit/lesson is most suitable for grades 
4-8, although you can use certain music 
technology resources with grades K-3.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Restart, Rebuild, Renew! Essentials 
for Success in a Choral Program
Presenters: Kyle Goyens, Eileen Walentin
Coordinator: Bonnie Butterfield
Whether you are starting a new choral program 
or rebuilding post-COVID, there are many 
challenges to be faced. New and veteran 
teachers will discover strategies for success 
in any choral classroom, beginning and 
advanced. Gain knowledge on how to create 
a culture and community where students are 
not afraid to take chances, learn to identify 
the most essential techniques and content 
for inexperienced singers, and discover 
tried and true songs that set students up for 
success. Other topics will include dealing with 
scheduling conflicts and increasing numbers in 
your classroom. This session will provide you 
with a basic road map for building a solid choral 
program and community that will set the stage 
for current and future success.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FVA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Serving Up SAS: Facilitating 
Student Leadership and 
Engagement in the Choral Program
Presenter: Juliana Child
Coordinator: Catherine Feazell
As music educators, we know that students 
can gain countless leadership skills through 
participation in an ensemble. We also know 
that a communal sense of belonging is an 
integral part of the ensemble experience, 
and so we work tirelessly to make our 
spaces inclusive—but if the responsibility 
of maintaining a healthy community in the 
ensemble program rests solely on the director, 
then are we really giving our students the 
tools and experience they need to become 
community leaders themselves? In this 
session, we will explore the possibilities that 
are unlocked when young people contribute 
their unique voices to the choir both on and 
off the stage. Using the Student Advisory 
Committee (a.k.a., Singer Activities Squad 
or SAS) model of the Pensacola Children’s 
Chorus as an example, we will examine how 
student leadership initiatives can be structured 
to empower the students to take real ownership 
of community-building activities and serve as 
stewards of ensemble culture.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FVA
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1:30pm-2:30pm
Facilitating the Success of  
Students With Disabilities  
Through University-School 
Partnerships: Teaching Music to 
ESE Students 101
Presenters: Emily Cain, Lee Commander, 
Kimberly VanWeelden
Coordinator: Alice-Ann Darrow
In the current music classroom environment, 
it is likely all teachers will encounter students 
with disabilities. Presenters will discuss the 
similarities and differences when teaching in 
self-contained ESE classrooms and music 
classes that include students with disabilities. 
Additionally, the session will highlight 
appropriate adaptations, accommodations, and 
modifications to use in both settings, as well as 
how to create partnerships within the school 
and community.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by Diverse Learners Committee

1:30pm-2:30pm
Trauma-Informed Pedagogy in 
Music Education
Presenter: Ramon Cardenas
Coordinator: Russell Bertles
Trauma-informed pedagogy is an innovative 
practice in education that must be implemented 
into music education. The misconception of 
trauma-informed pedagogy is the belief that 
trauma must be actively discussed in the 
classroom. Although trauma is an inevitable 
part of the human experience that should 
be discussed in appropriate settings, music 
educators can implement subtle ways to 
address trauma in the classroom, including 
the creation of a nurturing environment, using 
a student-centered pedagogical approach, 
promoting human connection, appropriately 
contextualizing music, and emphasizing the 
musical process over product. This session 
will present practical implications for music 
educators who seek ways to implement trauma-
informed pedagogy into their music classrooms.
Marriott, Meeting Room 2

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
Who’s In and Who’s Left Behind? 
Participation and Persistence in 
High School Music Electives
Presenters: Carlos Abril, Kenneth Elpus
Coordinator: Timothy Groulx
As we strive to build more equitable and 
inclusive music education communities in 

our schools, it is important to take inventory 
of who we actually serve. Are our music 
classes as culturally diverse as the broader 
student population? Are students from certain 
socioeconomic groups or non-English-
speaking families less likely to participate in 
band or choir? This session will present the 
latest national data from the U.S. Department 
of Education’s High School Longitudinal Study 
to reveal the demographic characteristics of 
students who enroll and persist in elective 
music courses, and how school music students 
compare to their peers. In examining students 
who do not participate, we may pinpoint the 
barriers preventing them from full participation 
in school music communities. Once identified, 
music education leaders and policymakers can 
work together to eliminate barriers, with the aim 
of providing all students with the opportunity to 
learn and make music in school.
TCC, 404

Sponsored by FMEA

1:30pm-2:30pm
You Want Me to Teach What?  
Jazz for the Non-Jazz Cat
Presenter: Victoria Warnet
Coordinator: Jeremy Langford
Does the thought of teaching jazz scare 
you? Are you someone who has never been 
in a jazz band? Would you like to start a 
jazz band at your school? Do you like cute 
cat pictures? If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, then this session is for you. 
In this session, we will discuss the benefits 
of having a jazz program at your school, the 
basics of jazz and jazz band, and five common 
mistakes made with jazz ensembles and how 
to fix them. The session will end with a list of 
resources and reference materials for directors 
as they embark on the journey of starting or 
maintaining a jazz program at their school.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FBA

2:45pm-3:45pm
A Demographic Profile of  
High School Music Courses in  
New York State
Presenters: Matthew Clauhs, David Knapp, 
Bryan Powell
Coordinator: Stephen Zdzinski
Previous scholarship has provided a 
broad overview of demographic trends in 
secondary school music enrollment across 
the United States. However, there exists a 
gap in the literature on how students with 
disabilities are represented in school music 

and the demographics of students enrolled in 
experiences outside of band, orchestra, and 
choir. This session will examine demographic 
trends in music courses across New York 
State, which has implemented a variety of 
course offerings that exist outside of band, 
orchestra, and choir. The presenters used 
data obtained from the State Department of 
Education’s Student Information Repository 
System (SIRS) to create a profile of school 
music in the state. Results are discussed within 
the context of music education’s continued 
push for student inclusion and equity. 
Additionally, results are compared to findings 
from recent national research on student 
enrollment and demographics in school music 
programs.
TCC, 404

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
A Place in the Choir
Presenter: Michael Hanawalt
Coordinator: Hayley Christie
Have you ever struggled to arrange the 
singers in your choir? From standing in 
sections to mixed formations, from voicing 
according to sound to seating based on height, 
the possibilities are truly endless and can 
dramatically change the look and sound of 
your ensemble. To help you sort through the 
options, this session will give an overview of 
best practices, providing insight as to what 
might be ideal in various situations. Attendees 
will also experience an interactive tutorial 
on how to voice their ensembles in a quick, 
efficient manner. With a bit of contextual 
information, some concrete options, and a 
simplified voicing strategy, this session will help 
you to dramatically improve the sound of your 
choirs, building a unified community of singers 
who are able to use their voices comfortably 
within your ensemble. Come learn how each of 
your singers can discover their own best place 
in the choir!
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Accessible and Beautiful:  
SATB/SAB Music by Minority 
Composers/Arrangers
Presenter: Edryn Coleman
Coordinator: Jayne Jurek
This hybrid reading session seeks to support 
the choral community in the following three 
ways: (1) by introducing accessible, diverse 
choral music appropriate for high school choral 
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singers; (2) by contributing culturally diverse 
music composed and arranged by minority 
choral musicians; and (3) by demonstrating a 
rehearsal/concert environment of belonging 
that can nurture the social and emotional 
needs of all choristers as they interact with the 
music and each other. Participants will receive 
a reading packet of accessible repertoire. 
Student singers in the video (diversity is 
reflected in their population) will perform some 
of the selected repertoire, providing choral 
directors with an opportunity to hear a high 
school choir perform these selections.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
And the Beat Goes On ... Keys to a 
Successful Jazz Rhythm Section
Presenter: J. Richard Dunscomb
Coordinator: Matthew Flenner
The foundation of a great jazz ensemble starts 
with the rhythm section. This workshop will 
show the role of each instrument individually 
and then collectively as a section. Directors 
will also learn how players learn to work 
together to form a cohesive section. The 
clinic will teach and inspire directors to create, 
develop, and sustain their own excellent rhythm 
sections. Using a demo rhythm section, we 
will demonstrate the essential elements of 
time, rhythm, style, blend, balance, layering, 
and creating groove. The use of appropriate 
equipment will be explored. Rhythm is 
fundamental to creating the feeling for any 
genre of music. It is therefore vital that the jazz 
rhythm section create the appropriate rhythmic 
feel and style of swing. A handout will have tips 
for every instrument.
TCC, Ballroom D

Sponsored by FBA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Body Percussion to Drumming
Presenter: Paul Cribari
Coordinator: Jacob Reedy
Using a piece from the Music for Children 
volumes, this session will begin with a study of 
body percussion. This will be further developed 
to include hand drum techniques for upper 
elementary and orchestration of an unpitched 
improvisation piece.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Clap, Sing, Play! Effective 
Strategies for Strengthening  
Your Class Piano Students’ Music 
Reading
Presenters: Diana Dumlavwalla,  
Ricardo Pozenatto
Coordinator: Eric Firestone
High school piano classes are often the first 
musical encounter for students. Many teachers 
believe that the primary musical experiences 
at the piano are done through the reading of 
traditional music notation. However, students 
may benefit by engaging with the instrument in 
other ways. Body percussion, singing, and rote 
playing at the piano have proven to be effective 
actions in strengthening the relationship 
between the student and the instrument 
while supporting an easier understanding of 
traditional music notation. In this session, we 
will highlight how these three approaches to 
piano teaching (body percussion, singing, 
and rote playing) can solidify your class 
piano students’ music reading. We will share 
activities for different group settings (pairs and 
small groups) and for individual work. You will 
leave with a list of materials and repertoire 
that reinforce these approaches in addition 
to resources about how to implement these 
practices with the curriculum you already use.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Collaborating Across the Hall:  
What Can Bands and Choirs Learn 
From Shared Experiences?
Presenters: Eric Allen, Alan Zabriskie
Coordinator: T. Jordan McCarthy
We cherish our music colleagues and their 
ensembles, but do we take the time to consider 
what we can truly learn from each other? In 
this session, Allen and Zabriskie will discuss 
potential musical and educational benefits 
through choral and band collaborations and 
will offer practical strategies for implementing 
these meaningful experiences into high school 
music programs.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Divided by Section, United in 
Harmony
Presenter: Shelby Montgomery
Coordinator: Samantha Felber
How do you make your classroom a community 
with a positive culture? Students need to feel 

valued, heard, and safe before music-making 
occurs. This session will offer strategies and 
activities to connect with students and build 
rapport in the secondary orchestra classroom 
throughout the year.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Ethics for Today’s Band Director
Coordinator: Tamara Lewis

TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

2:45pm-3:45pm
FMEA PRODUCT SHOWCASE: 
Your Next-Gen Private Music Studio
Presenter: Mimi Butler
Coordinator: Susan Bazin
Brand new: “Your Next-Gen Private Music 
Studio.” A respected speaker and author of three 
private teaching guides, Mimi Butler has compiled 
the very latest tips, trends, and information from 
private music studio teachers across the U.S., 
including new teaching tech, global internet 
instruction, digital cash management, the 
millennial’s parent, and social media.
TCC, 407

Sponsored by Mimi Butler

2:45pm-3:45pm
FVA Reading Session: Using 
Repertoire to Build Community
Presenter: Wesley Roy
Coordinator: Steven Bass
The repertoire we pick has tremendous 
potential for bringing students together in a 
shared, positive, memorable experience in the 
way only music can. This reading session will 
cover songs for middle, high, and collegiate/
professional levels that can be used to build 
community within the choral classroom. We 
will discuss the music-learning process and 
strategies for incorporating music-centered 
community-building into rehearsals. Each 
song will be accompanied by lesson plans 
and discussion questions designed to help 
students open up and feel safe around each 
other. Participants will leave with a list of 
pieces (including and beyond those in the 
reading session) and companion lesson plans/
discussion questions that can be adapted for 
their own students.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FVA
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2:45pm-3:45pm
Gay Choirs: What, When, Who, 
Where, and Why?
Presenters: Braeden Ayres, Robert Glor,  
Gabe Salazar
Coordinator: Alice-Ann Darrow
The LGBTQIA+ choral community has existed 
for over half a century in the United States. 
In 2023, more students than ever before 
identify as LGBTQIA+, yet we live in a time 
where public policy and societal pressure can 
make life difficult for these students. Join the 
presenters as they discuss how LGBTQIA+ 
choirs create and serve communities, foster 
music education, and share techniques that 
will support teachers and students in any 
classroom.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by Diverse Learners Committee

2:45pm-3:45pm
Keep the Beat: Make the Rhythm 
Sticks Groove!
Presenter: Franklin Willis
Coordinator: Shannon Stem
Dust off your rhythm sticks and come learn 
rhythm stick activities with Mr. Franklin 
Willis. Rhythm sticks are accessible and give 
every student an opportunity to shine in the 
elementary music classroom. Using rhythm 
sticks with your students will strengthen their 
rhythmic reading, enhance their coordination, 
and promote active movement. If you are 
looking for fun, relevant, and new rhythm stick 
activities, this is the session for you!
TCC, 116

Sponsored by FEMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Managing a Non-Formal Music 
Learning Environment
Presenter: Jamie Burg
Coordinator: William Molineaux
Traditional music ensembles and non-formal 
music ensembles can look very different. 
Modern band and popular music courses 
are often rooted in non-formal (or informal 
teaching) pedagogy. This session will explore 
classroom management strategies that can 
be utilized in a music ensemble rooted in 
non-formal learning. Classroom management 
topics will focus on knowing your school and 
local community, building positive and trusting 
relationships with your students, collective 
norm-setting, establishing consequences—
not punishments, developing peer-to-peer 
communication skills, and empowering student 
ownership. Each topic will be unpacked 

and explored, and practical examples will 
be included. You will leave this session with 
concrete examples of how to structure a non-
formal music ensemble, whether the music 
content is popular music or something else.
Marriott, Meeting Room 3

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Moving From Cover Songs to 
Songwriting in Modern Band
Presenter: Clinton Randles
Coordinator: Stephen Mayo
In this session, the presenter will use a 
demonstration group of undergraduate 
students from the University of South Florida to 
show the connection between covering songs 
and writing original songs in the context of a 
grade 6-12 modern band setting. The presenter 
brings 20 years of experience coaching 
young bands in working up, performing, and 
recording cover and original songs. Strategies 
have been developed over that time that make 
connections from performing the music of 
other people to performing original music that 
comes from the imaginative musical universe 
of students. I will share the teaching and 
demonstrating portion of this presentation with 
my students who are well-versed on the topics 
of the session.
TCC, West Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Pan 101: How to Start a Steelband  
in Your School
Presenter: Jared Allen
Coordinator: Jared Allen
Steelbands are high energy, exciting, and very 
accessible to your entire student population! 
This exhilarating world ensemble is a great way 
to expand your music offerings and draw more 
nontraditional music students to your music 
program. Join us for a casual exploration of 
the instruments, materials, and resources for 
starting a steelband as well as discussion on 
rehearsal and instructional techniques.
Marriott, Meeting Room 2

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
So I’ve Learned a Jazz Solo,  
Now What?
Presenter: Zachary Bartholomew
Coordinator: Brandon Robertson
Dr. Bartholomew will demonstrate specific 
exercises, strategies, and practice techniques 

that aspiring improvisers can use to 
assimilate musical vocabulary contained 
in a transcribed/memorized jazz solo into 
their own improvisations. Participants will 
learn the 12-bar blues form and be actively 
engaged in analyzing a solo over a 12-bar 
blues. The notated solo will be projected as 
visual reference and printed handouts will also 
be provided while musical demonstrations 
are played on a piano. Topics of discussion 
and demonstration will include analyzing 
rhythm, analyzing chord/scale relationships, 
transposing ideas to other chords and parts of 
the form, phrasing, creating variations of ideas, 
and creating your own solo using ideas from 
the transcribed solo.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
FMEA STUDENT CONFERENCE 
(and Tri-M) EXPERIENCE: 
Conference Wrap Up and the Way 
Forward!
Presenter: Charlene Cannon
Coordinator: Michael Antmann
Participants will examine the state of music 
programs in their schools and discuss how they 
can help their programs grow and thrive.
TCC, 112

Sponsored by Student Leadership Committee

2:45pm-3:45pm
Targeted and Effective Warm-Ups 
for the String Classroom
Presenter: David Pope
Coordinator: Kasia Bugaj
This session will provide various techniques 
and warm-up exercises that isolate and 
address common issues found in string 
orchestra performances. String teachers 
will leave the session with strategies and 
materials they can immediately incorporate into 
their curriculum and daily rehearsals. Topics 
will include fostering rhythmic confidence, 
performing clear articulations, improving 
intonation, increasing student leadership, 
and developing other musical components 
commonly found in high-level performances. 
Covered strategies can be used with musicians 
in beginning, intermediate, or advanced 
ensembles.
TCC, 103

Sponsored by FOA
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2:45pm-3:45pm
Technology in Your Class in a  
Post-Pandemic World
Presenter: Jim Frankel
Coordinator: Cynthia Starling
The COVID-19 pandemic made us all 
reimagine how we teach music. Now that in-
person classes have resumed, it’s time to think 
about how software can continue to enhance 
your program. During this session, you’ll learn 
how many of the software tools used for virtual 
learning can become resources that enhance 
your in-person ensembles’ performance and 
musicianship skills. Discover how to combine 
the quality of your face-to-face instruction 
and experiences with the power of the best 
technology tools resulting in a new level of 
learning and performance.
Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
The Beginning Heterogeneous 
String Class: The New 12-Step Plan 
for Teaching Bowing
Presenter: Robert Gillespie
Coordinator: Donald Langland
Twelve sequenced steps for developing 
beginning students’ bowing skills, from shaping 
the bow hand to pulling a straight bow for a 
great sound—right from the start.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by Hal Leonard

2:45pm-3:45pm
The Transition From Preservice to 
In-Service: Investigating the Job 
Satisfaction and Mental Health of 
Beginning Music Teachers
Presenter: Charles Patterson
Coordinator: Stephen Zdzinski
Issues concerning music teacher retention 
can be classified into four key chronological 
areas: pre-preservice (or a music teacher’s 
undergraduate coursework), preservice 
(student teaching internship), in-service 
(full-time teaching), and departure (leaving 
the profession). Topics concerning teacher 
retention appear in all the stages and should 
continue to be researched in respect to future 
and past stages for music teachers. For this 
dissertation (in progress), I chose to focus on 
the middle two stages in my proposed research 
timeline for music teachers (preservice and 
in-service) while also exploring the transition 
between those two areas, or the overlap from 
the internship to the first year of teaching. I 

chose this particular stage of the research 
timeline because I believe that findings from 
this stage will influence future research in all 
areas of the timeline for both myself and other 
music education researchers.
TCC, 404

Sponsored by Research Committee

2:45pm-3:45pm
To Music & Beyond! Creating 
Connections Through the 
Elementary Music Classroom
Presenters: Laura Couret, Emma Harmon
Coordinator: Craig Uppercue
Social and emotional learning—cross-
curricular instruction—vertical alignment—
standards-based teaching—These don’t have 
to be just another thing on your ever growing 
to-do list. There are ways to incorporate these 
instructional initiatives into your teaching that 
don’t require you to sacrifice the quality music 
education you provide. Join elementary music 
teachers Emma Harmon and Laura Couret as 
they share tried-and-true lessons, songs, and 
experiences that connect the music class with 
social and emotional learning, cross-curricular 
instruction, schoolwide initiatives, and more. 
From this session, you’ll be able to take away 
interactive activities, lessons, and ideas you 
can use in your classroom today to help your 
students make connections beyond your room 
through music.
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA

2:45pm-3:45pm
Unifying the Community Through 
Nonprofit Music Program 
Integration
Presenters: Antonio Figueroa, 
 Leonardo Lamos, Jesus Lopez
Coordinator: Jasmin Vilca
This clinic will explore the option to tap into 
your local nonprofit art programs and use them 
to help your own program. We have used a 
nonprofit arts program in Orange County to 
provide our students opportunities outside 
our band rooms and to bring in those who 
work with the nonprofit to help out our own 
programs. Examples are private lessons, 
master classes, instrument tryouts, and 
trials. We have also run spring and summer 
camps through the nonprofit; this is especially 
important to our Title 1 entities as they benefit 
from the little to no cost of using the nonprofit 
programs and are helped with development, 
creating equity throughout the county. The goal 
of this session is to help other counties and 

directors to talk to their nonprofit programs, get 
them to help, and create equity throughout their 
counties.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by FMEA

3pm-3:30pm
FMEA MINI-CONCERT: 
Tarpon Springs Jazz Ensemble
Director: Robert Bosma
Coordinator: John Southall

TCC, Lobby Stage

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
School District Exhibit
Coordinator: Lindsey Williams
Preservice and in-service music educators 
will benefit from interview coaching sessions 
in small groups with music supervisors from 
around Florida.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FMSA

4pm-5pm
¡Viva La MÃºsica! –  
Sigamos Jugando
Presenter: Anielka Silva-Berrios
Coordinator: Madison Schafer
Let’s continue playing with musical elements 
using Latin American music genres, artists, 
and children’s literature, incorporating a blend 
of Orff and Kodály approaches! This session 
will provide a variety of lesson activities and 
ideas that can be readily integrated into the 
elementary music classroom.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
24 Ways to Improve Every 
Rehearsal Through Inspired 
Teaching!
Presenter: Peter Boonshaft
Coordinator: Tina Gill
This session will offer 24 ways you can 
immediately improve every rehearsal or 
class using simple techniques and strategies 
to improve the quality of your ensemble, 
make any rehearsal more productive, and 
energize the power of your teaching. Useful for 
conductors of any level and type of ensemble.
TCC, 120

Sponsored by FMEA
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4pm-5pm
5 Things New Elementary Music 
Teachers Need to Know
Presenters: Jonathan Casañas,  
Samantha Snow
Coordinator: Susan Hamilton
Oftentimes, being a new elementary music 
educator can be overwhelming. This session 
is geared toward exploring five must-have 
practices that will help new educators jump-
start their thinking and stay focused: creating 
engaging lessons; culturally responsive 
teaching; building community; behavior 
management; and staying organized.
TCC, 401

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
A More Complete Music Education: 
It Can Be Done!
Presenter: Jim Frankel
Coordinator: Qiana Lamb
You know how hard you work with every minute 
of class. You also probably feel there is never 
enough time to thoroughly address everything 
you see as priorities in students’ musical 
education. Through tools available to you, 
accessible on any device, students can receive 
supplemental instruction, content-driven 
assignments, and valuable feedback. If you 
want to emphasize ear-training, sight-reading, 
theory, cultural and historical knowledge, as 
well as those important performance skills, 
all can be reinforced through strategic use of 
amazing tools (many of them free!). Find out 
how music technology can enhance musical 
understanding for all your students!
Marriott, Florida Ballroom, Salons 1-3

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
Breaking Barriers: Strategies for 
Refocusing the Lens of Orchestral 
Performances
Presenters: Colleen Ferguson, HyeYoun Jang, 
Kira Omelchenko
Coordinator: Jennifer Haber
In today’s ever-changing world, there is an 
increasing need for relevancy and innovation 
in orchestra concerts. This session will explore 
various manners to modernize the traditional 
orchestra concert and elevate the concert-
goer’s experience. Questions addressed 
will include the purposes and intentions of 
orchestral performances and how music 
educators can help shape concerts to be more 
accessible to a wider audience. Presenters 

will share insights and strategies to tackle the 
challenges of shifting the orchestral concert 
paradigm. Topics to be discussed are gathered 
from the presenters’ firsthand experiences and 
will highlight what has worked well, challenges 
faced, and lessons learned. Examples of case 
studies include collaborations with indigenous 
music-makers and technology as an integral 
part of community engagement. Additionally, 
presenters will discuss strategies for creating 
time and space for the advancement of 
diversity, equity, inclusion, and access (DEIA) 
in orchestral concerts.
TCC, 109

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
Finding the Balance
Presenters: Stephanie Carr, Emmaleigh Carr
Coordinator: Kasia Bugaj
Whether you’re a veteran teacher or new 
to strings, everyone needs a supportive 
community. The Balance Point is a community-
driven creative agency with the goal of bridging 
best practices with innovative ideas. Come 
meet the team and find a support system full of 
ideas, research, and resources you can use in 
your classroom on Monday.
TCC, 105

Sponsored by FOA

4pm-5pm
From Africa to the Americas: 
Capoeira! The Game of Life!
Presenters: Edwin Anderson,  
Kenneth Broadway
Coordinator: Bruce Green
In this session, attendees will learn about 
the history and influence of capoeira in 
today’s society. Participants will witness 
demonstrations of the musical performance of 
Brazilian percussion instruments and capoeira 
folk dances. Also, participants will learn basic 
capoeira movements, participate in lessons 
that are used in the general music classroom, 
and receive a free copy of the lessons. Finally, 
participants will be given the opportunity to 
witness and participate in a roda or “game” 
of capoeira by mestres, contramestres, 
professors, and instructors from all around 
Florida! After the roda, attendees can meet and 
ask questions of these individuals.
TCC, West Hall A

Sponsored by Multicultural Network

4pm-5pm
Graduate Research Forum
Presenters: Nick Doshier, Marina McLerran
Coordinator: William Bauer
This session will feature two graduate student 
research presentations: “The Sleep, Physical 
Activity, and Dietary Habits of Preservice 
and Inservice Music Educators” by Nickolas 
Doshier, Florida State University; and 
“University Students’ Social Perceptions of 
Humility and Arrogance Among Ensemble 
Conductors” by Marina McLerran, University of 
Miami.
TCC, 404

Sponsored by Research Committee

4pm-5pm
Music Department Versus 
Component Kingdom
Presenters: Daniel Lee, Yvette McCrory-
LoPrete, Robin Morris, Robert Washington
Coordinator: Sondra Wenninger Collins
Having a work environment you enjoy coming 
to every day and working with friends, 
not co-workers, makes our jobs easier. 
But how do you ensure you have a strong 
music department instead of a single strong 
component? One component does not have 
to suffer so the other can thrive. We will 
discuss strategies to help strengthen the bond 
between music teachers at one school and 
through the feeder chain to create a robust 
music department where all components can 
be well represented. We will also discuss how 
to work together on lesson plans, fundraisers, 
recruiting, and concerts, as well as working 
with your person in charge of curriculum.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by Awards Committee

4pm-5pm
Music Selection for the Steelband
Presenters: Jared Allen, Shaun Bennett, 
William Sahely
Coordinator: Christina Moffat
Not sure what music or publishers are out 
there for steelband? What should I play with 
my steelband and why? This panel discussion 
will provide an opportunity to explore music 
selection processes and criteria for elementary 
and secondary steelbands. There will be a 
consideration of different publishers, musical 
styles, and priorities in programming for 
performances. There will also be many 
opportunities for Q&A with the panel.
Marriott, Meeting Room 5

Sponsored by FMEA
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4pm-5pm
Pecha Kucha: A Kaleidoscope of 
Classroom Practices Presented by 
FMEA Emerging Leaders
Presenters: Malissa Baker, Mary Palmer
Coordinator: Malissa Baker
From creating a culture in the creative arts 
classroom to mindset, mastery, and motivation, 
there’s something for everyone! Presented in 
Pecha Kucha format, there will be something 
NEW every couple of minutes. ALL conference 
attendees are invited to join us to learn about 
an array of topics in ONE singular session!
TCC, 103

Sponsored by Emerging Leaders

4pm-5pm
Stonewall: Through Wind Band 
Repertoire
Presenter: Timothy Sexton
Coordinator: Scott Evans
The events that transpired at The Stonewall Inn 
from June 28, 1969, are rightfully credited as 
a starting point of liberation for the LGBTQIA+ 
community. This uprising in Greenwich 
Village was musically commemorated by 
Omar Thomas and Randall Standridge in 
2019. Thomas and Standridge both created 
their wind band compositions in homage to 
the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots. 
The purpose of this session is to provide 
historical context behind the Stonewall Uprising 
to facilitate an authentic understanding of 
the repertoire written by these composers. 
Thomas and Standridge have given secondary, 
university, and independent wind ensembles an 
opportunity to be an ally and voice of support 
for the LGBTQIA+ community while also 
advocating for diversity, equity, and inclusion 
ideals. Gaining a greater understanding of 
the historical organizations, legislations, and 
details of the Stonewall riots can only help 
in appreciating this literature more so. In all 
things, lead with love.
Marriott, Meeting Room 1

Sponsored by Professional Development 
Committee

4pm-5pm
Teaching Acceptance Through 
Storybook Lessons
Presenter: Jeanette Shorey
Coordinator: Marco Thomas
There is a marriage between music and 
storybooks that cannot be ignored. From the 
lingo and catchphrases that both curricula 

use to educate our children to the ability 
of both art forms to create unity in a world 
that so desperately needs it. If music is 
the universal language, storybooks are the 
pathway that leads our students on a journey 
toward understanding and acceptance. This 
session will blend music with storybooks 
about accepting, even if they’re different. The 
union of music and storybooks is the perfect 
combination designed to use reading skills 
to teach basic music concepts. Teachers 
will leave with ready-to-use lesson plans 
that will not only help create an atmosphere 
of acceptance in their classrooms but will 
also leave their students with a greater 
understanding of essential music skills.
Marriott, Meeting Room 4

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
The Musician Technician: 
Developing Musicianship in the 
Music Technology Class
Presenters: Daniel Albert, Thomas Nasiatka
Coordinator: Taylor Gelb
Though music-making applications and 1:1 
computing have made music education more 
accessible than ever, we haven’t quite defined 
what it means to develop as a musician in 
technology-based music classes in the same 
way that we’ve defined it for our ensembles. 
What does this look and sound like, and 
how can we create similar communities of 
musicians that support each other? And, more 
importantly, does it even matter? This session 
will explore ideas for developing musicianship 
and community—separately and together—
in the music technology class. We will also 
explore project and software ideas that will 
help you integrate pandemic lockdown-related 
technology skills effectively into your music 
class. Please bring a device!
TCC, 407

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
The World at Play – Songs, 
Musical Games, and Dances From 
Playgrounds Around the World
Presenter: Jo Kirk
Coordinator: Matthew Slaga
Participants will experience singing games, 
songs, and dances from playgrounds around 
the world, building a repertoire of activities that 
celebrate and honor the rich heritage found 
in today’s classroom, childcare center, and 
community life. The session aims to equip 

the educator with tools to guide the child to a 
greater awareness of countries and cultures 
beyond their back yard, stirring the child’s 
desire to learn more about children around the 
world who are “just like me!”
TCC, 112

Sponsored by FMEA

4pm-5pm
Things They Didn’t Teach You in 
School; Strategies for All Stages in 
the Profession
Presenters: Jack Eaddy, Kelvin Jones
Coordinator: Antonio Figueroa
This session will offer strategies for aspiring 
teachers that go beyond what is traditionally 
taught in the classroom, such as teaching in 
under-resourced areas, navigating the job 
market, the graduate school process, as well as 
dos and don’ts of the profession. The panelists 
will share their experiences learned throughout 
their career that helped them have continued 
success. The session is designed for educators 
in all phases of their career. Participants will 
leave the session with techniques they can 
incorporate into their classroom and life on a 
daily basis.
TCC, 107

Sponsored by Multicultural Network

4pm-5pm
Upbeat! The Power Within
Presenter: Matthew Arau
Coordinator: Samuel Kofil
We often look outside of ourselves for the 
solutions and answers to the challenges 
we face. Dr. Matthew Arau reminds us that 
despite the hurdles, we can make a significant 
difference by tapping into the power within 
ourselves and our students. Through choosing 
our personal upbeat and being intentional 
with how we teach and lead, we can create 
a positive, inclusive culture by design and 
elevate the level of learning, performance, 
joy, belonging, empowerment, motivation, 
recruitment, and retention.
TCC, 101

Sponsored by Hal Leonard
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January 13, 2023 Friday
Schedule of Events All-State Concert = 

Combined Concert = 

4pm-5pm
Using Children’s Lit to Sing, Play, 
and Build Community
Presenter: Lisa Odom (Sullivan)
Coordinator: Lauren Jewell
Experience various children’s literature to build 
community and acceptance for grades 2-5. 
This session will include ideas for both pitched 
and unpitched instruments, movement, music 
literacy, improvisation, and composition. Titles 
will include books about animals, diversity, and 
acceptance of differences.
TCC, 402

Sponsored by FMEA

4:30pm-5:30pm
GEMS of Choral Literature
Coordinator: Patrick Waters

Embassy Suites, Bayside Ballroom

Sponsored by FVA

5:15pm-6:15pm
FMEA Multicultural Network 
General Business Meeting
Coordinator: Bruce Green

TCC, 107

Sponsored by Multicultural Network

6:30pm-8pm
FMEA College Night
Coordinator: Kathleen Sanz
Meet representatives from nearly 40 premier 
universities and colleges in Florida and around 
the country. Admission is free, and badges are 
not required to attend. All interested students 
and parents are invited. Be sure to attend to 
find out firsthand which school is best for you!
TCC, West Hall B

Sponsored by FMEA

7pm-8pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
All-State Middle School Jazz Band 
Conductor: Edgar Rubio 
Coordinator: Richard Fowler

All-State High School Jazz Band 
Conductor: Rob Parton 
Coordinator: Jeremy Langford

Marriott, Grand Ballroom

Sponsored by FBA

7pm-8pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
All-State Middle School  
Mixed Chorus 
Conductor: Emily Ellsworth 
Coordinator: Michelle Tredway

All-State Middle School  
Treble Chorus 
Conductor: Frances Fonza 
Coordinator: Andrea Lange

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FVA

9pm-9:30pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT: 
All-State SSAA Chorus
Conductor: Rosephanye Powell
Coordinator: John Luffred

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FVA

9:30pm-10:30pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT: 
All-State Intercollegiate Band
Conductor: Gary Hill
Coordinator: Douglas Phillips

Marriott, Grand Ballroom

Sponsored by FBA
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EVERYONE 
WINS WITH
A Tri-M Chapter

PERFORM, LEAD, 
AND SERVE

A Tri-M Music Honor Society 
chapter offers students, grades 6 
through 12, the chance to perform, 
places them in leadership positions, 
and gives them the opportunity to 
serve the community. It highlights 
the school's music program, helps 
students grow in innumerable 
ways, and brightens their college 
applications.

www.musichonors.com/
membership-form



Saturday January 14, 2023

Schedule of Events
Download the 

FMEA app for the most 
up-to-date schedule.

7am-8:30am
FMEA Past Presidents Breakfast
Coordinator: Valeria Anderson

Marriott, MR 2

Sponsored by FMEA

7:30am-9am
FVA Past Presidents Breakfast
Coordinator: Michael Dye

Marriott, Café Waterside

Sponsored by FVA

8am-8:45am
Phi Beta Mu Business Meeting
Coordinator: Paul Morton

TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

8am-1pm
FMEA Registration Desk Open
Coordinator: Josh Bula

TCC, Lobby Registration

Sponsored by FMEA

8:45am-9:45am

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
All-State Reading Chorus 
Conductor: Peter Steenblik 
Coordinator: Patrick Waters

All-State TTBB Chorus 
Conductor: Jose Rivera 
Coordinator: Thomas Desmond

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FVA

8:45am-9:45am
Phi Beta Mu Clinic: See the Sound 
and Keep on Going – Middle School 
Band Clinic
Presenter: Mickey Smith, Jr.
Coordinator: Paul Morton
Mickey Smith, Jr., will share his rules of 
engagement for beginning band instruction in 
unprecedented times.
TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

8:45am-9:45am
Steel Pan in the Elementary 
Classroom
Presenter: Shaun Bennett
Coordinator: Sydney Miller
Discover how to utilize the steel pan in the 
elementary music classroom. During this 
session, teachers will learn how to integrate 
Jumbie jam steel pans, tenor pans, and 
other steel pans with the conventional Orff 
classroom. They will learn the history of the 
pan, how they are made, proper playing 
technique, and how to store the instruments. 
Proper playing technique will include how to 
hold the mallets, stand placement, and different 
strokes. Session activities will include simple 
songs and how to play chord progressions and 
utilizing pentatonic scales with traditional Orff 
instruments.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by FMEA

8:45am-9:45am
University Music Dean/ 
Directors Meeting
Coordinator: David Williams

TCC, 103

Sponsored by FCMEA

8:45am-9:45am
Working Together to Develop Music 
and Muscle Memory Through 
Dalcroze Eurhythmics
Presenters: Marla Butke, David Frego
Coordinator: Jacob Reedy
Dalcroze Eurhythmics starts with the body as 
the first instrument. In this session, participants 
will work together to strengthen the elements 
of music with locomotor and non-locomotor 
movement that will assist in internalizing pitch, 
rhythm, dynamics, and nuance. Handouts will 
provide extensions on today’s activities.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

9am-1pm
FMEA Exhibition Hall Open
Coordinator: Kathleen Sanz
The exhibition hall is open to everyone during 
NO Badge Saturday.
TCC, East Hall A

Sponsored by FMEA

10am-11am
CBDNA Business Meeting
Coordinator: Erin Bodnar

TCC, 118

Sponsored by FBA

10am-1pm
Florida NAfME Collegiate  
General Business Meeting
Coordinator: Allison Yopp
This is the second general business meeting 
for the Florida NAfME Collegiate membership. 
During this meeting, state executive board 
elections will be held.
TCC, 111

Sponsored by Florida NAfME Collegiate

10am-11am
Teach Me About Hip Hop: 
Learning and Creating Hip Hop 
Experiences in Elementary Music
Presenter: Franklin Willis
Coordinator: Meghan Alfaro
The use of hip hop music in the elementary 
music classroom is becoming more prevalent 
as music teachers attempt to keep students 
actively engaged in learning. Hip hop music 
is continuously evolving and is displayed in 
movies, books, commercials, and a host of 
other arenas that our students consume daily. 
In this session, Mr. Franklin Willis will provide 
solutions and ideas on how to utilize hip hop 
music to enhance student engagement and 
cultural relevance in the elementary music 
classroom. The participants will also learn 
about the historical context in which hip hop 
was created and how that relates to students 
today. At the conclusion of the session, 
teachers will be encouraged to practice the 
strategies and ideas presented to create more 
diverse, inclusive classrooms that value the 
importance of hip hop music.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

11am-11:30am

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
All-State Concert Chorus
Conductor: Tesfa Y. Wondemagegnehu
Coordinator: Elizabeth Phillips

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FVA
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January 14, 2023 Saturday
Schedule of Events All-State Concert = 

Combined Concert = 

11am-12noon

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
Middle School Honors Orchestra 
Conductor: Sandy Neel 
Coordinator: William Sanderson

High School Honors Orchestra 
Conductor: Michael Hopkins 
Coordinator: Jarrod Koskoski

Marriott, Grand Ballroom

Sponsored by FOA

11:15am-12:15pm
Beyond the Cute Factor: Building 
Choral Tone in Young Voices
Presenter: Alex Gartner
Coordinator: Joani Slawson
Too often elementary singers are stigmatized 
for being “cute,” and in some ways rightfully 
so ... after all, they are adorable! For a 
teacher looking to move beyond the cute 
factor, one area that can transform “cute” 
into “commendable” is tone quality. After all, 
shouldn’t our choirs be valued for their sound 
over appearance? To leave the cute factor 
behind, this session will focus on vowel and 
breath production as the essential ingredients 
for healthy, aesthetically pleasing choral tone. 
After exploring the physiological constructs of 
vowels and breath, participants will leave with 
instructional strategies that can translate those 
elements to their students in fun and engaging 
ways. Soon enough, with a more refined tone, 
elementary singers can be more than cute—
they can be amazing.
TCC, 114

Sponsored by FEMEA

1pm-3pm
FEMEA Board of Directors Meeting
Coordinator: Joani Slawson

TCC, 101

Sponsored by FEMEA

1:30pm-3:30pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
All-State Middle School Orchestra 
Conductor: Paul Davis 
Coordinator: Mary Lubaroff

All-State Concert Orchestra 
Conductor: Jean Montès 
Coordinator: Katherine Ng

All-State Symphonic Orchestra 
Conductor: Kevin Noe 
Coordinator: Andrea Szarowicz

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FOA

2:30pm-3:30pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
Middle School Honors Band 
Conductor: Cathi Leibinger 
Coordinator: Ashley Crosby

High School Honors Band 
Conductor: Alex Kaminsky 
Coordinator: Jacob Pickett

Marriott, Grand Ballroom

Sponsored by FBA

6pm-8pm

ALL-STATE CONCERT:  
All-State Middle School Band 
Conductor: Cheryl Floyd 
Coordinator: David Morden

All-State Concert Band 
Conductor: Jo Jossim 
Coordinator: Lee Commander

All-State Symphonic Band 
Conductor: Emily Threinen 
Coordinator: Michael Weintraub

TCC, Ballroom A

Sponsored by FBA
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Thursday January 12, 2023 10:30am-11:45am 
Tampa Convention Center, Ballroom A

FMEA First General Session
Download the 

FMEA app for the most 
up-to-date schedule.

On the program …

FMEA President Shelby R. Chipman, PhD

Tampa Mayor Jane Castor

NAfME National President Scott Sheehan

FCAP Chairperson Fred Schiff

Music to include …
The Star Spangled Banner by All-State Elementary Chorus

FMEA Music Teacher Ensemble
Grand Parade: Junkanoo Band (Miami, Florida),  
Tampa Bay Mariachi Band, and FAMU Pep Band

A nationally recognized advocate and lead-
er for the advancement of music educa-
tion, Scott Sheehan is the director of bands 
and music department chairperson at the 
Hollidaysburg Area Senior High School in 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., where he directs the 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Concert Band, 
Jazz Band, and Marching Band and teach-
es AP Music Theory, Fundamentals of 
Guitar, and Rock, Rap, and Revolution! 
Hollidaysburg has been named one of the 
Best Communities for Music Education in the 
United States by the NAMM Foundation for 
the past eight years. In addition to his duties 
at Hollidaysburg, Mr. Sheehan was a final-
ist for the 2019 GRAMMY Music Educator 
Award and is an educational clinician for 
Conn-Selmer. He is also a consultant for strategic planning 
and association development.

As president of the NAfME Eastern Division from 2015 to 
2017, Mr. Sheehan served on the National Executive Board 
and Executive Committee. He is currently the program 
chair for the NAfME All-National Honors Ensembles. As an 
active member of the PMEA, Scott has served as state presi-
dent, as well as a district president and the curriculum and 

instruction state representative. He coordi-
nates the PMEA Leadership Academy, serves 
on the PMEA Mentoring Program Steering 
Committee, and is chair of the PMEA Model 
Curriculum Framework project.

Mr. Sheehan is a member of Phi Beta Mu, 
the International Bandmasters Fraternity, 
and served as a liaison to the NAfME 
National Band Council. He was recognized 
at the state level as a Pennsylvania Keystone 
Technology Integrator by the Department of 
Education, was named Teacher of the Year 
in 2013 by the Hollidaysburg Area School 
District, and received the Outstanding Music 
Educator Award from Penn State University’s 
College of Arts and Architecture in 2016. He 
is an active guest conductor and clinician 

throughout the country and performs trumpet with the 
Hollidaysburg Community Band and with the Altoona Brass 
Collective. Scott holds a BS degree in music education and a 
BM degree in music marketing from Clarion University and 
a master’s degree in music education from the Pennsylvania 
State University. Scott and his wife, Amy, are the proud par-
ents of their daughter, Ellie.

Scott Sheehan
2022-2024 NAfME  
National President
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January 13, 2023, 9am-10:15am Friday
Tampa Convention Center, Ballroom A

FMEA Second General Session

On the program …

FMEA President  
Shelby R. Chipman, PhD

Keynote Speaker  
Benny L. Bolden, Jr., EdD

Health & Wellness  
7-minute workout with  

Parnell Williams

FMEA Awards  
Celebration

FMEA Hall of Fame  
Induction

Music to include …
Prelude

FMEA Collegiate Ensemble

Dr. Benny L. Bolden, Jr., is a native of Miami, Florida, and graduated from Miami Norland 
Senior High school. He received the BME from Florida A & M University, where he was 
a conducting student of Dr. Julian E. White and Dr. Shelby R. Chipman. Dr. Bolden later 
received a master’s degree in educational leadership from Capella University and the EdD 
in higher education from Aspen University. Dr. Bolden has performed with the “World 
Renowned Marching 100,” symphonic bands across Florida, and various brass ensembles. 
He has received countless awards for his musicianship, leadership, and commitment to 
service. Dr. Bolden was named in Who’s Who Among American Teachers and received 
a proclamation from the mayor of the City of Miami for his excellence in service, among 
many other honors.

Dr. Bolden has held the positions of director of bands at Belle Vue Middle School in 
Tallahassee, director of bands and PAVAC department chair at Miami Northwestern in 
Miami, and director of bands at Barron Collier High School in Naples, where he trans-
formed the band program into one of the best in the country. At all levels of evaluations, 
the bands he leads routinely receive superior ratings. Dr. Bolden is a frequent adjudicator 
as well as a clinician and guest conductor.

Dr. Bolden has worked as an administrator in Lee County, Jefferson County, and now 
Leon County as a principal. He is a passionate education champion who has a track record 
of driving regulatory and standards compliance, coordinating instructional programs to 
address student needs, and assembling high-performing teams dedicated to each student’s 
academic achievement.

Dr. Bolden is an adjunct professor at Florida State University. Recently he was awarded 
the Tallahassee Community College Cherry Hall Alexander African American History 
Award and the 2022 Florida State University/VyStar Credit Union Arts Advocate Award. 
Dr. Bolden is a member of Leadership Tallahassee (class 38), Leadership Florida (class 
7), Delta Epsilon Tau National Honor Society, National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, Florida Bandmasters Association, Florida Music Education Association, Florida 
Association of School Administrators, Florida Education Association, and National 
Education Association.

Benny L. Bolden, Jr., EdD 
Proud Principal 
R. Frank Nims  
Middle School

Context
Restorative

Achiever
Competition

Discipline
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Friday January 13, 2023 

6:30pm-8pm—Tampa Convention Center West Hall B

Join us for FMEA College Night!
Download the 

FMEA app for the most 
up-to-date schedule.

College Night is an opportunity for students and parents to meet with representatives  
from premier universities and colleges located in Florida and throughout the country. This 

FREE event is open to all high school students. Badges or participation in the  
FMEA Professional Development Conference is not required to attend.

FCAP = Florida Corporate & Academic Partners

Ave Maria University – Music Department

Baldwin Wallace University  
Conservatory of Music

Baptist College of Florida

Belmont University School of Music

Cannon Music Camp – Appalachian State 
University FCAP  BRONZE

Carnegie Mellon University School of Music

Florida A & M University – Department of Music

Florida Atlantic University FCAP  GOLD

Florida Gulf Coast University –  
Bower School of Music

Florida International University –  
Wertheim School of Music and  

Performing Arts FCAP  GOLD

Florida Southern College –  
Department of Music FCAP  BRONZE

Florida State University – College of Music 
Admissions FCAP  GOLD

Jacksonville University – Music Department

John J. Cali School of Music –  
Montclair State University

Liberty University School of Music

Lipscomb University

New York University

Palm Beach Atlantic University –  
Music Department FCAP  GOLD

Peabody Conservatory of Music

Saint Leo University – Fine Arts Department

Southeastern University FCAP  GOLD

St. Thomas University –  
Music Department FCAP  BRONZE

Stetson University –  
School of Music FCAP  GOLD

University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Department of Music

University of Central Florida FCAP  SILVER

University of Florida –  
School of Music FCAP  GOLD

University of Houston –  
Moores School of Music

University of Miami –  
Frost School of Music FCAP  GOLD

University of North Dakota – Music Department

University of North Texas – College of Music 
FCAP  BRONZE

University of South Florida – School of Music

University of Tampa FCAP  BRONZE

University of West Florida – Music Department 
FCAP  GOLD

Valdosta State University – Music Department

Vanderbilt University – Blair School of Music

VanderCook College of Music

Western Carolina University School of Music
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COLLEGECOLLEGE
NIGHTNIGHT
FREE event open to all
high school music students!

Students and parents have the
opportunity to meet with
representatives from premier
universities and colleges located
in Florida and throughout the
country.

Badge/participation in the FMEA
conference is not required to
attend.

Friday, January 13, 2023
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Tampa Convention Center
West Hall B
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WELCOME TO VANDERCOOK

WHERE THE MOST  
INSPIRED MUSICIANS

BECOME THE MOST
INSPIRING MUSIC TEACHERS

vandercook.edu

Learn about scholarship opportunities,  
financial aid and our:

• Undergraduate Program

• Graduate Program

• Continuing Education (MECA)

Vandercook_SinglePgAds_8.5x11_MECH.indd   1Vandercook_SinglePgAds_8.5x11_MECH.indd   1 11/4/22   8:23 AM11/4/22   8:23 AM



68     2 0 2 3  F M E A  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  

Dreyfoos Philharmonic 
Director: Jeffrey Adkins

The Orchestra Department at the Alexander W. Dreyfoos School 
of the Arts in West Palm Beach provides young musicians with 
the highest level of instruction in solo, chamber music, and large 
ensemble performance. The Dreyfoos Philharmonic is a full sym-
phony orchestra and is the largest performing ensemble at DSOA, 
composed of 80 of our most outstanding strings, band, and piano 
students. The Philharmonic performs professional level literature 
in four concert programs throughout the school year, in addition to 
appearing in our annual winter PRISM concert.

Coordinator: John Southall
Sponsored by FMEA

Meet the 2023 All-State Conductors
FMEA President’s Concert FMEA President’s Concert

Sickles High School  
Wind Ensemble 
Directors: Keith Griffis,  
Heather Lundahl

The Sickles Wind Ensemble, the 
top advanced ensemble in the 
Band Program at Walter L. Sickles 
High School, is recognized as one 
of the largest programs in Tampa. 
Composed of students in grades 
9-12, the Sickles Wind Ensemble 
is consistently well represent-
ed in Hillsborough All-County, 
Florida All-State, and NAfME 
All-National ensembles. The 
Wind Ensemble has been recog-
nized by the Florida Bandmasters 
Association multiple times with 
the Otto J. Kraushaar Award 
for straight superior ratings at 
all MPAs. The Wind Ensemble 
is active in commissioning and 
performing new music for band 
and has a proud legacy of alumni 
going on to perform in colle-
giate and professional ensembles 
around the nation.

Wednesday, January 11, 2023
TCC, Ballroom B
7:30pm-9:30pm



2 0 2 3  F M E A  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  69

FMEA President’s Concert FMEA President’s Concert

Wellington High School Valkyries Chorus 
Director: Bradford Chase

The Wellington High School Valkyries Chorus is one of two auditioned choruses 
at WHS. Although Valkyries is only a few years old, they have quickly established 
themselves as one of Florida’s finest high school choirs. Composed of only treble 
singers, the chorus has earned superior ratings since its first evaluation, including 
both district and state MPA, highlighted by receiving superior with distinction in 
2019. In 2021, they were scheduled to perform at the FMEA President’s Concert, 
which unfortunately was impossible due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We are thrilled 
to be asked back this year and look forward to singing for you.
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BellArmonia—Director: Cindy Ellis

BellArmonia, established in 2017 as the 
Lady Mavs, is an elite SSAA ensemble 
composed of first- and second-generation 
Hispanic students. They take pride in connecting audiences with choral styles from a myriad of cultures, religions, 
and time periods, but as a Miami-based choir, they especially enjoy sharing the Spanish, Haitian Creole, and American 
music of Miami. With 11 members participating in the 2022 and 2023 Florida All-State Sight Reading Chorus and with 
a superior with distinction rating at the 2022 FVA state MPA, these ladies will impress you with their literacy skills and 
will inspire you with their performance.

Eau Gallie Chamber Orchestra—Directors: Erik Bryan, Paul Jackson

The Eau Gallie High School Chamber Orchestra is a family first and a community of musicians second. We are unit-
ed by our love of classical music and the friendships that create the foundation of our ensemble. We believe in hard 
work. We believe in servant 
leadership. We challenge and 
empower every member of 
the ensemble to be their best. 
We believe this ensemble is 
capable of much more than 
we are currently achieving, 
and we are ambitious to realize that potential. These beliefs shape everything we do as an ensemble.

H. B. Plant Wind Ensemble—Director: Brian Dell

The H. B. Plant Wind Ensemble 
is the premier auditioned concert 
ensemble of H. B. Plant High School. 
National, regional, and state perfor-
mances include the 2022 CBDNA/
NBA Southern Division Conference in 
Columbia, S.C., 2022 Music For All 
Regional in Orlando, 2019 USF Festival 
of Winds, 2019 UCF Florida All-
Southeast Wind Band Invitational, 2017 Music for All National Concert Festival in Indianapolis, Ind., and 2015 Stetson 
University Invitational Honors Band Festival. The H. B. Plant Wind Ensemble was a clinic demo ensemble for the FMEA 
conference in 2017 and 2022. In September 2021, the H. B. Plant Wind Ensemble was selected as a Commended Winner 
and in 2019 and 2020, a State Winner through the Foundation of Music Education Mark of Excellence National Wind 
Band Honors. In September 2019, the H. B. Plant Band Program was recognized by the National Band Association as a 
Division Winner for the National Programs of Excellence Blue Ribbon Award.

FMEA Concerts FMEA ConcertsThursday, January 12, 2023
Sponsored by FMEA

Coordinator: John Southall

8am-9:30am—TCC, Ballroom A
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FMEA Concerts FMEA Concerts

United States Army Jazz Ambassadors 
Director: Alexander Davis

The Jazz Ambassadors is the United States Army’s premier big band. This 
19-member ensemble, formed in 1969, has received great acclaim both at 
home and abroad performing America’s original art form, jazz.

University of Central Florida –  
University Singers 
Director: Jeffery Redding

The UCF University Singers presents perfor-
mances of a wide variety throughout the aca-
demic year. The University Singers perform 
locally, regionally, nationally, and interna-
tionally for clinics, conferences, festivals, and 
more. They also regularly perform with both 
the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
UCF Symphony Orchestra, performing mas-

terworks of composers such as Mahler, 
Bach, and Beethoven. Most recently, the 
University Singers performed during 
the GRAMMY in the Schools Fest® sup-
ported by the GRAMMY Museum and 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Black History 
Month Concert “Through Unity We 
Shall Overcome” sponsored by the City 
of Orlando, UCF Celebrates the Arts, 
and Carmina Burana with the Orlando 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

6:30pm-7:10pm—TCC, Ballroom B

9:15pm-10:15pm—TCC, Ballroom B

Florida A & M University Gospel 
Choir—Director: Jordan Burney

The Florida A & M University Gospel Choir 
was founded by Jona’ D. Olds in 1957 and 
has a strong tradition of performing for 
homecoming and other concerts throughout 
the year. The choir has also performed with artists including the 
Clark Sisters, Kirk Franklin, and Shirley Caesar, as well as for a 
Christmas Day special at Disney World. The choir has traveled 
to various places such as New York, Philadelphia, New Jersey, 
Washington, D.C., Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Virginia, 
to name a few. Mr. Olds passed the torch of continuing the success 
and growth of the choir to Dr. Frances Stallworth, who was one 
of the first members of the choir. She honorably pledged to keep 
the choir a viable organization, maintained her promise for 20 
years, and passed it on through different advisors. Currently, Ms. 
Singleton and co-advisor John Harris are working diligently to 
ensure the success and continuation of the FAMU Gospel Choir 
through devoted service and support of the organization.

4:15pm-5:15pm—TCC, Ballroom B

Thursday, January 12, 2023
Sponsored by FMEA

Coordinator: John Southall
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1pm-1:30pm

Deland Singers 
Directors: Ross Cawthon, Victoria Rathbun

The Deland Singers is the premier mixed choir from 
Deland High School in Deland, Florida. Members of the 
Deland High Chorus perform each year at FVA MPAs, 
and members have been selected to Florida All-State, 
Florida ACDA, and Volusia County Honor Choirs. We 
pride ourselves on being involved in our small town 
community of Deland, where our singers contribute to their church choirs and community theatres 
and are highly involved at Deland High School. These singers are also members of the DHS Band, 
Thespian Troupe 3030, track and field, baseball, soccer, cross-country, ROTC, art, and International 
Baccalaureate, and are dual enrolled at Daytona State College. The Deland Singers come from all 
walks of life, united in a love of singing. Our performance will focus on themes of unity within our 
ensemble, community, and the FMEA conference. We may explore opportunities for the audience 
to sing along with or interact with the choir during the mini-concert.

3pm-3:30pm

J. W. Mitchell High School Trumpet Ensemble 
Directors: Joshua Hobbs, Drake Middlebrook

The J. W. Mitchell High School Trumpet Ensemble is a 
nationally recognized ensemble. Not only are they consistently 
superior rated ensemble at district and state solo and ensemble, 
they have also been accepted to perform at the National 
Trumpet Competition in two consecutive years (2021 and 2022).

5pm-5:30pm

Advanced Lake George Jammers 
Director: Katie Grace Miller
Lake George Jammers is a non-auditioned ensemble of 
fourth and fifth grade students. They are from Lake George 
Elementary in Orlando. They use an eclectic mix of instruments 
such as recorders, Orff, drums, and boomwackers. They also 
sing and use body percussion and movement during their 
performances. They have performed at Orlando Magic and 
Orlando Solar Bears games. They have performed multiple 
times at the Ronald Blocker Leadership Center for OCPS events, 
and they enjoy performing in the local Orlando community 
each year and at their school’s events.

FMEA Mini-Concerts Thursday, January 12, 2023
TCC Lobby Stage

Coordinator: John Southall
Sponsored by FMEA
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FMEA Mini-ConcertsFriday, January 13, 2023
TCC Lobby Stage

Coordinator: John Southall
Sponsored by FMEA

10:30am-11am

Evans High School Concert Choir 
Director: Edith Wright

This ensemble is composed of 20 auditioned students 
from grades 10-12. Most students meet during the day, 
but some with dual enrollment or IB meet after school in 
an eighth period. All students are enrolled in an eighth 
period that meets daily after school.

11:30am-12noon

Miami Arts Charter School Percussion Ensemble 
Director: Clifford Sutton

The Miami Arts Charter School Percussion Ensemble 
is composed of select high school students performing 
a diverse range of standard, contemporary, and world 
music repertoire. MAC Percussion is committed to cre-
ating concert experiences that reflect the multicultural 
backgrounds of its members and Miami’s artistically 
vibrant Wynwood neighborhood in which the school is 
located. In addition to standard literature, over the last 
five years the group has performed music of Honduras, 
Cuba, and Uruguay; selections by Ólafur Arnalds and Daniel Bernard Romain; two premieres of com-
positions by MAC students; and pop arrangements of Bon Iver and The Cranberries. During their 2021-
22 concert season, MAC Percussion collaborated with notable guest artists and Latin GRAMMY Award 
winners Federico Britos (violin) and Joe McCarthy (drum set).

3pm-3:30pm

Tarpon Springs Jazz Ensemble 
Director: Robert Bosma

The Tarpon Springs Jazz Ensemble is one of five nationally 
accomplished performance ensembles within the Tarpon 
Springs Leadership Conservatory for the Arts. The Tarpon 
Springs Jazz Ensemble and Combos have had award-win-
ning performances at local, state, and national festivals 
throughout the country. They have been invited twice to the 
North Texas Jazz Festival, seven times to the Savannah Music Festival’s Swing Central Jazz Competition, 
the Berklee College of Music High School Jazz Festival, Essentially Ellington Regionals, and the 2019 
and 2020 Essentially Ellington Competition and Festival in NYC. Additionally, the Conservatory has 
hosted guest residences and clinics annually. Past artists have included Wycliffe Gordon, Marcus 
Printup, Scotty Barnhart, Bob Reynolds, Terrell Stafford, and Sean Jones. In 2018, the Tarpon Springs 
Jazz Ensemble was a winner of Downbeat Magazine’s Student Music Award for Outstanding Performance 
in the category of Large Jazz Ensemble – High School.



Anne M. Fennell, MEd, is the president of the California Music 
Educators Association and the K-12 music program manager for 
San Diego Unified School District in San Diego, California. She 
holds the BME, the MEd in educational leadership studies, and 
Orff-Schulwerk certification Levels I-II-III, and has more than 90 
graduate hours in music and additional education coursework. 
Her experiences include 32 years of teaching music composition 
and steel drum ensembles in grades 9-12, teaching K-8 integrated 
arts and music through Orff-Schulwerk, and leading both vocal 
and instrumental ensembles in civic and professional perfor-
mances, including national music conferences and the annual 
NAMM Board of Directors’ meetings in 2013 and 2016. She is 
a published author through Pearson Education, the GRAMMY 
Foundation, the Percussion Marketing Council, and Disney’s 
Little/Baby Einsteins. She presents sessions and gives keynotes 
both nationally and internationally, including state MEAs, the 
American Orff-Schulwerk Association, the National Association 
for Music Education, the Organization of Economic Cooperation 
and Development, China music education conferences (through the 
support of the International Music Products Industry (NAMM)), 
and the International Society for Music Education. She has received 
numerous state and national awards: the 2020 Technology in Music 
Education National Teacher of the Year, 2017 Magnet Schools of 
America National Teacher of the Year, top 10 GRAMMY Music 
Educator Finalist for 2016, and top 3 Music Educator Award from 
Music and Arts in 2015.

Student Leadership Session
Wednesday, January 11, 2023, 1-4:30 pm

Presenter: Anne M. Fennell, MEd

In It to Win It, for Everyone!

This workshop is designed for all high school student leaders who want to learn, thrive, and 
become the best leader for their schools, peers, and themselves. Attendees will participate in active 
conversations and team and relationship building activities while also discovering their personal 

strengths and needs to continue to grow on their leadership journeys. Everyone will be engaged in a 
culture of inclusivity to see and hear all students whle revealing the unique strengths and knowledge 

of our combined voices and experiences.
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Student Conference Experience
The purpose of the Florida Music Education Association 
Student Conference Experience is to expand access to the 
annual conference to students from throughout the state. 

Participating students will interact with amazing clinicians 
and educators, college representatives, and incredible 

performing groups. These students will have memorable 
experiences that they can take back and share with their 

high school music programs. The program will take place 
on Thursday and Friday of the 2023 FMEA Professional 
Development Conference. Students will participate in  

workshops, observe rehearsals, attend  
College Night, and engage in networking and social 

activities with their peers.

Tri-M Conference Experience
The purpose of the Florida Music Education 

Association Tri-M Conference Experience is to provide 
students with experiences that will build their 

leadership and advocacy skills, as well as expose them 
to the experiences available at the annual conference. 

Participating students will interact with amazing 
clinicians and educators, college representatives, and 

incredible performing groups. These students will 
have memorable experiences they can take back and 

share with their high school music programs.

FMEA now offers two experiences for high school students who are not participating in an all-state ensemble,  
the Student Conference Experience and the Tri-M Conference Experience. 

Thursday and Friday, January 12-13, 2023
Presenter: Anne M. Fennell, MEd

COLLEGE CONSENSUS

IN THE U.S.

Best Online Christian 
Colleges

25top

Earn your master’s degree in 

Music Conducting 
or Music Education

Experience the academic distinction of aExperience the academic distinction of a
nationally ranked Christian university. messiah.edu/gradmusic

Online  |  Flexible  |  Affordable

APPLY TODAY

Messiah University’s Graduate Program in Music is 

designed for busy music educators who would like to 

advance their career and education. Whether you are a 

public or private school educator, a community or church 

ensemble director, or a recent music major graduate, 

our program can help you develop your skills as a music 

educator or deepen your expertise in music conducting. 

•  NASM-accredited

•  Predominately online

•   1-week, on-campus summer intensive course (optional for MME)

•  Faculty are experienced music educators and conductors

•  Conducting degree tracks: choral, orchestral, wind
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Friday January 13, 2023 12noon-1pm

FMEA Research Poster Session
Download the 

FMEA app for the most 
up-to-date schedule.
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PRESENTER(S) INSTITUTIONAL 
AFFILIATION(S) TITLE

Allan, Amalia Anderson University Elementary Music Teachers’ Preparation for the Three Inclusion Barriers

Archer, Stephanie Florida State University Teacher Perceptions on Beginner-Level Piano Technique and Injury 
Prevention

Bennett, Shaun University of North Florida History of Steel Band in the United States

Boswell, Matthew Missouri State University Relationships Between Music Experience and Steady Beat 
Performance in Wind Instrumentalists

Bovin, Amy University of South Florida The Experiences of Female High School Band Directors: A National 
Survey Study

Brimhall, Kathryn School of Arts and Sciences 
at the Centre

A Demographic Study of Band Programs and Conductors in the 
National Association for Music Education’s Southern Division

Carden, Rogina University of North Florida The Effect of Instructor and Performer Attire on Student and Audience 
Perception

Causby, Melody; Higa, Travis; 
McKenzie, Colin; Swearinger, Justin

The University of Southern 
Mississippi

Merging Conducting and Instrumental Instruction for Undergraduate 
Instrumental Music Education Majors

Clark, Collin Florida State University Reasons for Band Director Attrition

Cruz, Fernando University of North Florida Band Directors’ Attitudes Towards Creative Approaches and Its Effect 
on Student Band Achievement

Dubbert, Andy Florida State University College Music Students’ Perspectives of Effective Characteristics in 
Wind Band Graduate Assistant Conductors

Gibson, Michelle University of Florida The Democratization of Student Learning through Popular Music 
Education in School Choral Music Programs

Harrington, Ann Florida State University An Investigation of Instrument Selection Decisions Made by Older Adult 
Amateur Musicians

Hu, Yangqian USF School of Music Evaluating Effects of Musical Interventions on Preoperative Anxiety in 
Adults: A Meta-analysis

Kapinos, Tyler University of North Florida Students with Dyslexia in the Public-Schools: The Cognitive Advantages 
and Disadvantages of Participating in Music

Kimbrough, Alfonzo University of South Florida A Musical Rose Grown From Concrete: An Investigation of Black 
Students With Musical Talent Attending a Private School

Kimbrough, Alfonzo University of South Florida Direct Instruction in the Music Classroom: A Strategy for Improved 
Music Reading

Langerholc, Emily University of South Florida Involuntary Musical Imagery Episodes as Experienced by Parents of 
Young Children: A Descriptive Analysis

Lee, Jonathan S.; Song, Julie M. Boston University; University 
of North Florida Project-Based Learning of Music Using Digital Technology

Lee, Rowoon University of Florida K-12 Music Teachers’ Creativity Assessment in TBMI

Lee, Rowoon University of Florida Identity of Asian and Asian-American In-Service Music Teachers

Lee, Siew; Hui, Anna Independent Researcher Impact of a Comprehensive Musicianship Through Performance 
Program on an International School Band During COVID-19

Lippus, Miranda; Song, Julie University of North Florida Development of Musicianship in Children and Its Relation to Their 
Natural Speech Inflections

Luke, Kenneth Florida State University Examining the Impacts of Cultural Influences on Impostor Phenomenon 
Within Undergraduate Music Education Majors

Tampa Convention Center, West Hall B
Coordinator: William Bauer

Sponsored by Research Committee
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Mayo, Whitney University of North Dakota Understanding Rural Elementary Music Education: An Exploration of 
Meaning and Value

McAllister, Daniel Florida State University Undergraduate Music Education Major Retention and Attrition

McGuary, Keila Florida State University Teachers’ Perspectives of Music Education in Honduras

Meeks, Brandon Kennesaw State University
An Investigation Into the Effect of Music/Visual Effect-Based 
Classification on Band Placements at North Carolina Bandmasters 
Association Marching Band Competitions

Morales, Aliana University of North Florida Do Silent Rehearsal Techniques Affect Individual Musical Performance?

Murphy, Ashland M. St. Mary’s County Public 
Schools, Maryland Cultural Authenticity in Beginning String Orchestra Method Books

Niemczyk, Emma University of North Florida The Use of Music-to-Color Associations in an Elementary Music 
Classroom

Notar-Francesco, Sofia Florida State University The Status of K-12 String Orchestra Programs in Public Schools in 
Florida

Parr, Johnathan University of North Florida Experiencing Grief: A Review of Literature on Using Music to Process 
Emotion

Romero-Sardiñas, Alicia Florida International 
University

Music Literacy Reprise: A Multicase Study of Five Secondary Choral 
Directors’ Use and Understandings of Choral Literacy Post Covid

Sexton, Dr. Timothy S. Tarpon Springs Leadership 
Conservatory for the Arts

Conducting Instructors’ Perceptions of Movement Theory and 
Laboratory Opportunities as Essential Components Within 
Undergraduate Conducting Curricula

Smeen, Michelle University of North Florida The Influence of Private Music Lessons on Student Emotional Self-
Perception

Song, Julie M. University of North Florida Music Teachers’ Philosophical Beliefs and the Use of Those Beliefs in 
Teaching and Advocacy

Springer, D. Gregory; Silvey, Brian A.; 
Doshier, Nickolas; Hall, Faith

Florida State University; 
University of Missouri

Effects of Conducting from Memory on Perceptions of Conductor 
Competence and Knowledge of the Score

St. John, Alexx University of North Florida Effects of Minority and Low Socioeconomic Status on Band Enrollment 
and MPA Results

Thomas, Troy R. University of Florida Preservice Music Teachers’ Preparedness to Teach a Jazz Ensemble:  
A Qualitative Study

Tobias, Kaitlynn University of North Florida The Cultural Appropriation of Instrumental Music Education

Tobias, Robert L. University of North Florida The Use of Rehearsal Recordings in the Junior High Band Room to 
Increase MPA Scores

Urroz, Stuart University of North Florida The Current Shortcomings of the Music Classroom as an LGBTQ Safe 
Space

Velásquez, Yulene Louisiana State University COVID-19 Pandemic: Impact on Young Choral Singers and the Possible 
Coping Strategies Used to Mitigate That Impact

Warnet, Victoria Columbus State University The Effect of Conducting Frequency on Perceptions of Jazz Ensembles 
and Their Director

Weinstein, Julia R. University of Florida How Do Music Producers Learn?: A Case Study

White, Edward University of Florida Exploring the Challenges of Providing and Integrating Improvisational 
Experiences for Music Education Undergraduate Students

Wilson, Catherine M.; Butler, Michael S. Western Kentucky University; 
Youngstown State University Bouncing Back from Burnout: The Journey of Recovery and Healing

Wright, Megan Eagles Landing Middle 
School

Pre-Service and In-Service Teachers’ Perspectives on Assessment in 
the Secondary Music Classroom

Zelenak, Michael S. Alabama State University Self-Efficacy and Music Performance: A Meta-Analysis
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Exhibit Hours
Thursday 

12:30pm-6pm

Friday 
10am-6:30pm

Saturday 
9am-1pm

2023 FMEA Exhibitor Trade Show
Tampa Convention Center, East Hall

Grand Opening
Thursday

12:15pm

Coordinator: Fred Schiff

FCAPChairperson’sMessage

The Florida Music Education Association continues 
to attract top companies and educational institu-

tions from our Florida backyard and from around the 
globe. If you listen closely, you can hear our exhibitors 
setting up their booths in anticipation of greeting you at 
the 2023 FMEA Professional Development Conference. 
And while you may not find all your old vendor friends, 
you will discover some new friends as well as an exhibi-
tion hall that has been designed for these adjustments.

Candidly, these companies and institutions are an 
integral reason for FMEA’s financial stability. Although 
some have not economically recovered from the pan-
demic, all these organizations believe in FMEA’s mis-
sion and how it helps them move in a positive direction.

The “All Stars” of the exhibitors are our Florida 
Corporate and Academic Partners (FCAP). Made up 
of Gold, Silver, and Bronze levels, these organizations 

have committed additional monetary support to further 
the cause of music education for Florida’s children and 
teachers. Please be mindful of their dedication, thank 
them, and support our exhibitors when considering a 
purchase.

This year, FCAP established a pilot program with the 
Hal Leonard Company, and we are pleased to present 
three of music education’s most insightful individuals 
to share their knowledge and love of their craft. It is 
FCAP’s goal to bring you the best and brightest in the 
years ahead.

Whether you’re a seasoned veteran or a rookie to 
FMEA, the FCAP partners and exhibitors welcome you.

Fred Schiff, Chairperson
Florida Corporate & Academic Partners

Partners Who Believe in FMEA’s Mission

Fred Schiff
Chairperson, Florida Corporate & Academic Partners
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2023 FMEA Exhibitors

99PLEDGES ............................................ 2031
555 Bryant St., Ste. 400; Palo Alto, CA 94301 
(650) 241-2800 • 99pledges.com
Our mission is to help groups raise more 
money while simplifying everyone’s life. Bands, 
orchestras, and other groups use 99Pledges to 
manage their practice-a-thons, march-a-thons, 
and other “thons” to more than double their 
results while virtually eliminating the related 
administrative burden.

A2D PERCUSSION – PERCUSSION 
REPAIRS & RESTORATION...................8004
2034 Oakdale Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
(229) 560-5018 • a2dsolutions.org 
Based in Southern Georgia, we cover much of 
the Southeast and have customers throughout 
the U.S. Many repairs can be done on site. We 
purchase parts direct from all major brands. 
We take trades. We specialize in refurbishing 
discarded instruments. We are an authorized 
Pearl & Adams dealer.

ALFRED MUSIC  
PUBLISHING CO., INC.  .........................2006
2073 Barker St.; Tully, NY 13159 
(818) 895-5327 • alfred.com 
Since 1922, Alfred Music has produced 
educational, reference, pop, and performance 
materials for teachers, students, professionals, 
and hobbyists spanning every musical 
instrument, style, and difficulty level.

ALL COUNTY MUSIC FCAP  GOLD .............. 9014
8136 N. University Dr.; Tamarac, FL 33321 
(954) 722-3424 • allcountymusic.com 
Serving music education since 1976, All 
County Music offers Florida’s largest factory 
authorized service center, the most trusted 
name-brand instruments, and dedicated school 
representatives. All County Music is the home 
of Florida Flutes, Florida Trumpets, and Florida 
Saxophones.

AMERICAN DRUM .................................. 5036
2800 Seven Hills Blvd.; Richmond, VA 23231 
(804) 517-3593 • americandrum.com 
Percussion mallets for all levels of education, 
performance, K-5, and music therapy.

APPCOMPANIST, LLC ............................ 3029
477 Madison Ave., 6th Floor;  
New York, NY 10022 
(646) 906-4743 • appcompanist.com 
Appcompanist is a rep-learning and practice 
app downloaded by more than a half million 
voice teachers, singers, choral directors, and 
choir members. Come experience the app 
that gives you full control over thousands of 
beautiful piano accompaniments—opera, MT, 
sacred, choral, standards, and more!

ART’S MUSIC SHOP, INC.  ..................... 6035
3030 E. Blvd.; Montgomery, AL 36116 
(334) 271-2787 • artsmusicshop.com 
Art’s Music Shop, Inc., has been supplying 
the musical needs of the Southeast since 
1905. The exhibit features a wide array of 
educational/instrumental music for today’s 
school bands, including concert/contest music, 
jazz ensemble charts, solos and ensembles, 
educational resources, and much more.

BAC MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS .............3008
1219 Lydia Ave.; Kansas City, MO 64106 
(816) 945-9133 • coolisbac.com 
BAC Musical Instruments manufactures 
and imports student- and professional-level 
instruments. Custom and handcrafted horns 
are also designed and manufactured in 
our Kansas City factory. BAC is a national 
distributor for System Blue Marching 
Instruments.

BAPTIST COLLEGE OF FLORIDA .......... 908
5400 College Dr.; Graceville, FL 32440 
(850) 263-3261 • baptistcollege.edu 
The Baptist College of Florida offers 
baccalaureate degrees in music, worship 
leadership, and music education and a hybrid 
Master of Arts degree in music and worship 
leadership.

BARI WOODWINDS, INC.  ..................... 9010
5002 U.S. Hwy. 41 N.; Palmetto, FL 34221 
(941) 212-2122 • bariwoodwind.com 
Manufacturer of woodwind accessories 
brands: BARI, Raptor, Hybrid, Esprit, WT II, 
Vintage Gold, Infinity, Synthetic Original Reed, 
Synthetic Star Reed, Synthetic Elite Reed, 
Private Label Program, Caps.

BEETHOVEN & COMPANY .................... 4033
719 N. Calhoun St., Ste. E;  
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
(850) 894-8700 • beethovenandcompany.com 
Beethoven & Company, located in Tallahassee, 
Florida, is a unique music store specializing 
in print music for study, performance, and 
enjoyment. We have an awesome staff of 
musicians offering outstanding customer 
service! Locally owned and operated since 
1999. Visit us at beethovenandcompany.com.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM  
TOUR & TRAVEL .................................... 2016
1528 Horton Pl.; Columbus, OH 43228 
(614) 596-8320  
beyondtheclassroomtours.com 
“Creating Customized Educational 
Performance Tours for the Performing Arts.” 
We share the vision of educators who aim to 
improve the lives of students and encourage 
self-discovery through travel.

BLUES KIDS FOUNDATION ................... 2029
10754 Rhodes; Chicago, IL 60628 
(773) 841-5262 • blueskids.com 
They say Blues is the root of American music; 
Blues Camp, founded by Fernando Jones, 
gives free live music performance opportunities 
for student musicians on college campuses 
and performing arts centers, globally. We teach 
the art of playing America’s roots music by ear 
and would like to partner with you.

BOB ROGERS TRAVEL ......................... 2015
3440 Lacrosse Ln.; Naperville, IL 60564 
(630) 824-4343 • bobrogerstravel.com 
Founded by a band director and family owned 
since 1981, Bob Rogers Travel is singularly 
focused on the service and experience you 
deserve. Our team of former educators, 
musicians, and travel professionals will 
personalize every detail and make it easy 
for you to deliver a meaningful trip to your 
students.

BOOSTER FUNDRAISING ..................... 4022
1009 Calle Rosa Pl.; Ruskin, FL 33573 
(813) 390-8669 • choosebooster.com 
Booster Fundraising wants you to dream 
big and take your program to the next level. 
We make our fundraising simple, easy, and 
maximize your profits. Whether you’re selling 
a card or cookie dough, or using an internet 
campaign platform, we know you will be 
satisfied with our service and your profits!

BOX 5 EVENTS ....................................... 3005
532 E. Ave; Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
(855) 585-2695 • box5events.com/ 
The best seats are on the field at a college 
bowl game event. We place your students 
there. Box 5 Events’ mission is to create a 
profound and educational experience that 
focuses on recognizing the highest level of 
achievement for your groups. Meeting your 
service level standards is our priority.

BREEZIN’ THRU, INC. FCAP  GOLD ............ 4001
471 Woburn Ave.; Toronto, ON M5M 1L6 
(855) 265-3805 • breezinthru.com 
Breezin’ Thru is the award-winning online 
music theory and composition program that 
makes learning fun, saves time, and brings out 
the music in your students! Use seamlessly on 
any device—computers, Chromebooks, iPads/
tablets, and smart phones. For grades 4-12.

BUFFET CRAMPON USA ..................... 10011
7255 Salisbury Rd., Ste. 4;  
Jacksonville, FL 32256 
(904) 821-0324  
experience.buffetcrampon.com/ 
Buffet Crampon USA is the global reference 
in wind instruments and North American 
distributor of Buffet Crampon, Besson, B&S, 

FCAP  = Florida Corporate & Academic Partners

80     2 0 2 3  F M E A  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  



2023 FMEA Exhibitors

Antoine Courtois Paris, Hans Hoyer, Keilwerth, 
Melton Meinl Weston, Parmenon, Verne 
Q. Powell, Rigoutat Paris, J. Scherzer, and 
Schreiber.

CANNON MUSIC CAMP –  
APPALACHIAN STATE  
UNIVERSITY ............................................1011
813 Rivers St.; Boone, NC 28608 
(828) 262-4091 • cannon.appstate.edu 
Cannon Music Camp offers the most 
comprehensive course of musical instruction 
in the Southeast, with intensive college 
preparatory work in performance and music 
theory. Campers participate in daily ensemble 
rehearsals and music theory classes in 
an atmosphere that elevates everyone’s 
musicianship.

CAROLINA CROWN, INC.  
DBA THE CROWN STORE ..................... 7030
12255 Nation Ford Rd.; Pineville, NC 28134 
(704) 697-1417 • https://thecrownstore.com 
“Developing Lifelong Excellence in Young 
People.” We achieve this through performance 
opportunities; products and services; and a 
commitment to education in the performing 
arts with core values of integrity, commitment, 
respect, and excellence.

CENTRAL FLORIDA VOCAL ARTS .... 10017
2529 Modac Trail; Winter Park, FL 32789 
(407) 414-6858 • centralfloridavocalarts.org 
Central Florida Vocal Arts is a nonprofit music 
advocacy organization dedicated to providing 
the highest quality training to young artists and 
performance opportunities to emerging artists 
of all ages. CFVA offers curated educational 
workshops tailored to meet the needs of your 
students.

CLAFLIN UNIVERSITY ........................... 1036
400 Magnolia St.; Orangeburg, SC 29115 
(803) 535-5605 • claflin.edu 
Founded in 1869, Claflin University is home 
to approximately 2,000 students from every 
region of the United States and more than 
10 international countries. Claflin students 
demonstrate extraordinary achievement, 
distinctive confidence, and a lifelong desire to 
transform society through the elevation and 
transformation of visionary leaders. Claflin 
University’s academic programs prepare 
students to compete and succeed in a global 
and technological society.

CLASS GUITAR RESOURCES, INC.  .... 7026
PO Box 16548; Tallahassee, FL 32317 
(850) 422-1914 • classguitar.com 
Specialists in guitar education since 1992. 
We offer method books, teacher manuals, 
and ensemble materials for middle school and 
high school guitar course offerings. Manuals 

include daily lesson plans, reproducible scoring 
rubrics, and written tests. Ensembles range 
from beginner to advanced.

COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY – 
SCHWOB SCHOOL OF MUSIC ................ 920
4225 University Ave.; Columbus, GA 31907 
(706) 649-7224 • columbusstate.edu/music 
The Schwob School of Music at Columbus 
State University is an internationally recognized 
center of excellence for study, performance, 
and teaching. For more information on 
programs, admission, and scholarships, visit us 
at columbusstate.edu/music.

CONN-SELMER, INC. FCAP  GOLD ............. 7001
PO Box 310; Elkhart, IN 46515 
(574) 523-1675 • conn-selmer.com 
Conn-Selmer is the leading manufacturer and 
distributor of a full line of American-made band 
and orchestral instruments for professional, 
amateur, and student use. The company 
manufactures and distributes its products under 
well-known brand names including Selmer, 
Bach, Ludwig, Leblanc, and King & Conn.

COUSIN’S CONCERT ATTIRE ............... 5029
360 Fairfield Ave.; Stanford, CT 06902 
(203) 329-8603 • concertattire.com 
The leading manufacturer and supplier of 
performance apparel to school concert choirs, 
show choirs, and concert bands throughout the 
United States and Canada.

CUT TIME ................................................ 5021
7 Old Mission Ave.; St. Augustine, FL 32084 
(800) 310-0087 • cuttime.net 
Cut Time is a powerful online group 
management tool that cuts the time it takes 
to run your organization. Manage your music 
program in one place, in less time. Visit us at 
cuttime.net.

DB MITCHELL  
MARKETING GROUP ............................. 7021
1635 Erie Terr.; West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
(561) 312-1909  
A brand new opportunity in fundraising!  
No contact, no collecting, no distributing,  
100% risk free.

DEMOULIN BROTHERS &  
COMPANY ............................................... 4023
1025 S. Fourth St.; Greenville, IL 62246 
(618) 644-2000 • demoulin.com 
DeMoulin Brothers & Company, now in its 131st 
year, continues to serve the world’s quality 
apparel needs offering full-time representation 
and complete uniform and accessory lines. 
Contact our state representative and Florida 
resident, Chris Ball, at (352) 219-0939.

DGPORTRAITS .......................................3009
8144 Serenity Spring Dr.;  
Windermere, FL 34786 
(407) 259-9161 • dgportraits.com 
Ready for a change in your group’s 
photography? No more picture preview 
nights—all online ordering and fulfillment! 
Framed composites delivered within eight 
weeks of director’s approval. Professional 
photography for composites, group photos, 
festivals, competitions, and more! Call today at 
(407) 259-9161.

DIGITAL PERFORMANCE GEAR .......... 5031
5439 Old Hwy. 105 W.; Conroe, TX 77389 
(888) 461-1899 • dpgperforms.com 
Digital Performance Gear is your one-stop 
shop for all of your band program’s custom 
printing needs! From uniforms to floor tarps, 
flags, props, flyovers, apparel, and more, we 
have the high-quality products you want at 
prices that fit your budget. Come by and chat 
with us today!

DISNEY IMAGINATION CAMPUS .......... 8022
PO Box 10111; Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830 
(321) 939-7560 • disneycampus.com 
At Disney Imagination Campus, performing arts 
students receive the rare opportunity to hone 
their craft while learning from real working 
Disney professionals and perform on our 
stages at our West Campus in California and 
our East Campus in Florida.

DRUM MAJOR LEADERSHIP  
ACADEMY ...............................................6008
1257 Tall Pine Trail; Gulf Breeze, FL 32561 
(850) 565-9008 • dmlatraining.com 
The Drum Major Leadership Academy brings 
high value, low-cost leadership training to more 
than 4,000 student leaders from 450-plus band 
programs nationwide! We specialize in virtual 
and in-person learning experiences including 
summer leadership camps, drum major 
workshops, free master classes, and more!

EARASERS BY PERSONA  
MEDICAL .................................................4003
170 N. Cypress Way; Casselberry, FL 32707 
(407) 339-2422 • earasers.net 
Earasers are a high-fidelity earplug for 
musicians with “smart seal.” Their unique 
attenuation “V filter” provides up to 19dB 
protection in the frequencies needed most. 
Their soft silicone design conforms to the 
shape of your ear canal for a more comfortable 
fit if you wear them all day. Patented.
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EASTERN MUSIC FESTIVAL ................. 1026
PO Box 22026; Greensboro, NC 27420 
(336) 333-7450 • easternmusicfestival.org 
Eastern Music Festival is a five-week summer 
orchestra and piano training program for gifted 
musicians ages 14 to 23. EMF also offers 
fellowships for advanced strings as well as a 
conducting institute and two-week classical 
guitar and euphonium/tuba programs. Located 
in Greensboro, North Carolina.

EASTMAN MUSIC  
COMPANY FCAP  BRONZE ........................... 7014
2158 Pomona Blvd.; Pomona, CA 91768 
(909) 868-1633 • eastmanmusiccompany.com 
From the first student instrument to the 
professional heirloom, the EASTMAN family of 
brands, including EASTMAN, Wm. S. Haynes 
Co., S.E. Shires Co., Backun Musical Services, 
and Bourgeois Guitars, is committed to crafting 
the finest instruments for musicians throughout 
the world.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
NETWORK (FESTIVALS OF MUSIC/ 
MUSIC IN THE PARKS) .......................... 8041
1784 W. Schuylkill Rd.;  
Douglassville, PA 19518 
(800) 323-0974 • edprog.com 
The Educational Programs Network—festivals, 
clinics, workshops—and the professionals to 
get you there.

EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL  
ADVENTURES.........................................4005
4400 Rt. 1 S., Ste. 1000; Freehold, NJ 07728 
(732) 410-5677 • etadventures.com/ 
ETA is a student tour operator specializing 
in performance and music tours. We offer 
programs with competitions, festivals, 
performance opportunities in world-class 
venues, parades, and master classes. Our staff 
includes veteran music educators working with 
you at all times.

ERGOSONIC PERCUSSION .................. 8010
1420 Marshland Rd.; Apalachin, NY 13732 
(607) 624-2771 • ergosonicpercussion.com 
ErgoSonic Percussion presents its award-
winning, revolutionary Angled Shell Marching 
Bass Drums and their innovative new Balanced 
Projection Drum Kits. Recognized at the 
NAMM Show by School Band and Orchestra 
Magazine as the Best New Tool for Schools in 
the percussion category!

EXCELCIA MUSIC PUBLISHING/
WINGERT-JONES PUBLICATIONS/RBC 
PUBLICATIONS FCAP  GOLD .......................5000
402 S. Kentucky Ave., Ste. 210;  
Lakeland, FL 33801 
(863) 213-3100 • excelciamusic.com 
Providing new school performance music for 
concert band, orchestra, and choir, as well as 
methods, solos, and cutting-edge resources 
for music educators. We publish music by 
composers who are sensitive to and passionate 
about the needs and educational aspirations of 
young musicians.

FAME, INC.  ............................................. 3010
732 NW 43 Ct.; Oakland Park, FL 33309 
(954) 931-1893 • famewebsite.com 
Fundraising discount cards are plastic 
laminated and custom made with group’s 
logo and local businesses from our vendor 
list or from your “wish list.” FAME is a Florida 
company and the direct manufacturer, so there 
is no middle man to take a cut. 70%-80% profit! 
Contact Susan at famecard@yahoo.com or 
(954) 931-1893.

FANNIN MUSICAL PRODUCTIONS....... 9015
504 Lynnwood St.; Murray, KY 42071 
(270) 210-1429 • https://fanninmusic.com/ 
Fannin Musical Productions offers marching 
band design including wind packages, 
percussion packages, electronic audio 
design, flag design, guard costume design, 
prop design, drill design, flag work, and 
musician choreography. All packages are fully 
customizable.

FLIPHEAD, UG ........................................ 7031
114 Byron Bunker Ln.; Mt. Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 466-5144 • fliphead.net 
Introducing FLIPHEAD, a brand new way to 
play flute! FLIPHEAD is a new manufacturer 
based in Germany. It has designed a special 
new alternative mouthpiece/headjoint for all C 
flutes. FLIPHEAD allows easy tone production 
and is a perfect solution for any reed player 
wishing to double on flute.

FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY ................. 930
206 Foster-Tanner Music Bldg.;  
Tallahassee, FL 32307-4400 
(850) 599-3024 • famu.edu/music 
The mission of the FAMU Department of 
Music is to provide the highest quality music 
at the undergraduate level for music majors 
embarking on careers as teachers, scholars, 
performers, or composers. It is also the 
mission of the department to teach non-majors 
and members of the community.

FLORIDA ATLANTIC  
UNIVERSITY FCAP  GOLD ............................ 1014
Dept. Music, 777 Glades Rd.;  
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
(561) 297-3820 • fau.edu/music 
Florida Atlantic University’s Department 
of Music offers the BA; the BM with 
concentrations in performance or 
commercial music; the BME; and the MM 
with concentrations in commercial music, 
conducting, performance, or composition. 
Scholarships and graduate assistantships 
available. Contact us at fau.edu/music or (561) 
297-3820.

FLORIDA COLLEGE ................................. 931
119 N. Glen Arven Ave.;  
Temple Terrace, FL 33617 
(813) 988-5131, ext. 303 
floridacollege.edu • fcfinearts.com 
Florida College, a private liberal arts Christian 
college in Temple Terrace since 1946, is 
accredited by SACS and NASM to offer the 
BA in music and the BS in music education. 
Performance opportunities include chorus, 
chamber singers, wind ensemble, jazz 
ensemble, string ensemble, and pep band.

FLORIDA ELEMENTARY MUSIC 
EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION ................. 5037
7509 Glenmoor Ln.; Winter Park, FL 32792 
(321) 624-5433 • femea.flmusiced.org 
Stop by the FEMEA booth to view the amazing 
prizes in our 2023 Basket Bash. Tickets are 
$5 each or three for $10. Proceeds benefit our 
scholarship fund. Don’t forget to pick up your 
FEMEA member ribbon so you can get a door 
prize ticket. We’d love to see you!

FLORIDA GULF COAST  
UNIVERSITY ........................................... 1008
10501 FGCU Blvd. S.; Ft. Myers, FL 33919 
(239) 590-7292 • fgcu.edu/cas/bsm 
The Bower School of Music, accredited by 
NASM, offers degrees in music performance, 
music education, and music therapy. Our 
nationally recognized faculty offer inspiring 
ensembles and rich musical experiences. 
FGCU: Changing Lives Through the Power of 
the Arts.

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL  
UNIVERSITY FCAP  GOLD .............................. 928
10910 SW 17th St.; Miami, FL 33199 
(305) 348-2896 • music.fiu.edu 
FIU students receive personalized training 
by esteemed faculty in a conservatory-style 
atmosphere in Miami’s only public research 
university. We offer small student-to-faculty 
ratios, transformative programming, a vibrant 
arts scene, and countless opportunities to 
perform on campus and beyond.
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FLORIDA MARCHING BAND 
CHAMPIONSHIPS ................................... 3011
1497 Main St., Ste. 235; Dunedin, FL 34698 
(727) 733-3698 • floridabandtournament.com 
The Florida Marching Band Championships 
was created to provide a consistent and 
educationally based evaluation system 
that rewards growth through standards of 
achievement. We are “the music ... the motion 
... the magic” of high school marching bands in 
Florida!

FLORIDA SOUTHERN COLLEGE –  
DEPT. OF MUSIC FCAP  BRONZE ................... 907
111 Lake Hollingsworth Dr.;  
Lakeland, FL 33801-5698 
(863) 680-4229 • flsouthern.edu/music 
Private college in Lakeland, Florida. 
Undergraduate degrees include the BME 
in music education, the BM in music 
performance, the BS in music management, 
and the BA in music. A comprehensive music 
program with generous scholarships, K-12 
teacher certification, capstone internships, and 
a high percentage of job and graduate school 
placement.

FLORIDA STATE  
UNIVERSITY FCAP  GOLD .............................. 902
122 N. Copeland St., HUM 002;  
Tallahassee, FL 32306 
(850) 644-5248 • music.fsu.edu 
As the nation’s third-largest music program in 
higher education, the FSU College of Music 
is widely recognized as a top-tier university-
based program with a tradition of excellence at 
both the undergraduate and graduate levels.

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY –  
MARCHING CHIEFS ................................. 906
122 N. Copeland Ave.;  
Tallahassee, FL 32306-1180 
(850) 644-5248 • fsuchiefs.com 
The Florida State University Marching Chiefs 
consists of more than 400 students from 
virtually every major discipline at FSU. We 
perform at every home game, select away 
games, post season bowl games, and the 
annual PRISM concert. Auditions are held 
in April (auxiliaries) and August (winds and 
percussion).

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY –  
SUMMER CAMPS ..................................... 900
PO Box 3061180; Tallahassee, FL 32306-1180 
(850) 644-9934 • music.fsu.edu 
One of the nation’s largest and most 
comprehensive summer music programs, 
offering camps for elementary through high 
school students. Camps in June and July 
for beginner through advanced musicians in 
chorus, band, orchestra, jazz, keyboard, guitar, 
and marching/color guard leadership.

FLUTISTRY FLORIDA ............................. 2018
801A Tremont St.; Boston, MA 02118 
(617) 519-8966 • flutistry.com/florida 
We are now in Florida with Flutistry Florida 
in Tampa! Flutistry brings a direct connection 
to the expert flute makers from Boston and 
beyond. Offering sales and repair of all levels 
of flutes, piccolos, altos, and basses for the 
Florida flute community—find out more at 
flutistry.com/florida.

FORMATIVE ............................................ 6019
1158 26 St., Ste. 161; Santa Monica, CA 90403 
(833) 463-6761 • formative.com 
Need more rehearsal time? Streamline 
performance and written assessments, 
saving precious hours in class. Give students 
the feedback they need to improve while 
generating data to inform your instructional 
decisions. Tag standards and collaborate with 
colleagues. Formative gives you time back!

FOX PRODUCTS CORPORATION ......... 2034
6110 S. State Rd. 5; South Whitley, IN 46787 
(260) 723-4888 • foxproducts.com 
Located in South Whitley, Indiana, USA, Fox 
Products is a premier manufacturer of fine 
double reed instruments: bassoon, oboe, 
contrabassoon, and English horn. We have 
a variety of models to satisfy all musicians, 
from the promising young student to the most 
distinguished professional.

FRED J. MILLER, INC.  ........................... 5015
8765 Washington Church Rd.;  
Miamisburg, OH 45342 
(932) 434-1121 • fjminc.com 
Fred J. Miller is the leader in innovation, quality, 
creativity, and service! A family-oriented 
uniform company, we pride ourselves on our 
attention to detail, integrity, and always putting 
the client first! We specialize in creating the 
perfect uniform and pageantry products for 
high schools and colleges.

FRUHAUF UNIFORMS ............................ 2035
800 E. Gilbert; Wichita, KS 67211 
(316) 263-7500 • fruhauf.com 
Since 1910, the Fruhauf family has 
manufactured the highest quality music 
education apparel. Five generations later, 
we’re better than ever and continue to use the 
highest quality of materials and workmanship.

FUN SPOT OF FLORIDA, INC.  ............ 10026
5700 Fun Spot Way; Orlando, FL 32819 
(407) 363-3867 • fun-spot.com 
Fun Spot America is Central Florida’s only 
family-owned theme parks. With two locations, 
Orlando and Kissimmee, both parks offer 
different levels of thrills for all ages. Here you’ll 
find unique multi-level racing go-kart tracks, 
roller coasters, kiddie rides, thrill rides, arcade, 
and more.

FURMAN UNIVERSITY ........................... 1019
3300 Poinsett Hwy.; Greenville, SC 29613
(864) 294-2819 • furman.edu/music
Furman’s Department of Music is recognized as 
one of the best and most comprehensive in the 
nation among liberal arts colleges. Accredited 
by NASM since 1938, our undergraduate-
only program excels in student training with 
extensive performance opportunities and in the 
success of our alumni worldwide.

GATOR CASES & GATOR  
FRAMEWORKS ....................................... 5017
5112 W. Linebaugh Ave.; Tampa, FL 33624 
(813) 221-4191 • gatorcases.com 
Based here in Tampa, Florida, Gator is 
committed to Florida music education and 
educators around the world. Our goal is 
to continue creating impactful educational 
resources and products for beginners through 
pro musicians. We continue to innovate tools 
necessary for the classroom, stage, and field!

GAY MEN’S CHORUS OF  
SOUTH FLORIDA, INC.  ....................... 10010
2038 N. Dixie Hwy., Ste. 201;  
Wilton Manors, FL 33305 
(954) 763-2266 • gmcsf.org 
Now in its 13th exciting season, the Gay Men’s 
Chorus of South Florida features 153 singing 
members and reaches more than 20,000 
people a year. The Chorus is proudly launching 
the Youth Pride Chorus of South Florida, 
providing a safe and welcoming space for all 
youth to sing and build a sense of pride.

GERMANTOWN VIOLIN COMPANY...... 8019
19200 F Chennault Way;  
Gaithersburg, MD 20879 
(757) 287-4000 • germantownviolinllc.com 
Germantown Violin Company’s goal is to 
provide quality musical stringed instruments 
to professionals and students nationwide. 
Our staff of trained professionals produces 
instruments of the highest quality and 
performs all final inspections, setup, and shop 
adjustments in our Gaithersburg, Maryland, 
workshop.

GIA PUBLICATIONS, INC.  ..................... 7000
7404 S. Mason Ave.; Chicago, IL 60638 
(708) 496-3800 • giamusic.com 
Publisher of innovative music education 
resources and choral music. Whether theory 
or practice, preschool or professional, 
instrumental or vocal, GIA’s resources 
represent the most advanced research and 
pedagogy in the field today, written by top 
music educators.
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GIDDINGS MOUTHPIECES .................... 8028
1310 S. Central Ave.; New Albany MS 
(253) 381-8346 • gwmouthpieces.com  
The finest stainless steel mouthpieces 
made for brass players. Stainless steel is 
hypoallergenic, articulates faster, never wears 
out, and improves endurance! Stainless steel 
also produces more power and impact on the 
audience.

GOT PRIDE USA .....................................4009
5435 N. Garland Ave., Ste. 140-187;  
Garland, TX 75040 
(972) 414-1018 • gotprideusa.com 
Got Pride USA wants to aid in giving your 
school, your program, and your students the 
recognition they have earned. We offer custom, 
full-color 24”x48” rehearsal hall banners to 
showcase your program’s legacy. Stop by 
and see our quality banners to enhance your 
program’s recognition.

GREEN LIGHT GROUP TOURS –  
CAPITOL MUSIC FEST ........................... 4019
7 Old Mission Ave.; St. Augustine , FL 32084 
(904) 819-1820 • greenlightgrouptours.com 
Green Light Group Tours specializes in all-
inclusive trips, workshops, and music festivals 
for bands, choirs, orchestras, and other 
traveling groups. We are a small company, and 
we pride ourselves on the amount of time and 
attention we are able to spend with you, our 
client!

GREG BLACK MOUTHPIECES .............. 7020
117 W. Central Ave.; Mt. Holly, NC 28120 
(980) 277-8195 • gregblackmouthpieces.com 
Continuing in the tradition of the classic New 
York City mouthpiece makers, Greg Black 
produces some of the finest custom-made 
brass mouthpieces around. Greg has been 
handcrafting these fine pieces to exact 
specifications, creating a product that far 
exceeds the expectations of his customers.

GROUP TRAVEL NETWORK .................8009
9907 8th St., Ste. 430; Gotha, FL 34734 
(407) 347-5921 • grouptravelnetwork.com 
Group Travel Network provides travel planning 
for student groups of 30 or more and is the 
preferred travel planner for FMBC, FFCC, and 
DCI. Our dedicated team draws from over 70 
years of combined student travel experience 
and strives to make the travel planning process 
stress free.

GROUP TRAVEL PLANNERS ................5009
740 Southcross Dr. W., Ste. 205;  
Burnsville, MN 55306 
(952) 898-2467 • grouptravelplanners.com 
Our goal is to offer you the most economical 
pricing while delivering a quality tour that 
exceeds your expectations! We provide friendly 

customer service, and our company is built 
on integrity. We are confident you will receive 
a quality, memorable tour at the lowest price 
possible.

HAL LEONARD ....................................... 3016
1210 Innovation Dr.; Winona, MN 55987 
(414) 774-3630 • halleonard.com 
Hal Leonard is the world’s largest educational 
music print publisher, featuring the Essential 
Elements series for band, orchestra, jazz 
ensemble, and choir, plus many other 
educational and classical publications.

HANDBELL MUSICIANS OF  
AMERICA................................................. 7041
201 E. 5th St., Ste. 1900-1025;  
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(937) 438-0085 • handbellmusicians.org 
Handbells/handchimes are underutilized 
gems that are a great way to teach music 
reading, performance, and teamwork. 
Handbell Musicians of America can help music 
educators with resources for every age and 
level of playing. Come visit us in The Handbell 
Playground to try for yourself!

HAPCO MUSIC FOUNDATION, INC.  .... 7023
PO Box 7845881; Winter Garden, FL 34778 
(800) 409-6133 • hapcopromo.org/ 
HAPCO’s educational programs have helped 
disadvantaged young people in Florida, 
Georgia, and Texas use their musical, culinary, 
and artistic talents to fund their college 
education or pursue professional careers.

HEAD’S HOUSE OF  
MUSIC FCAP  BRONZE .................................. 2017
7204 Cypress Lake Dr.; Odessa, FL 33556 
(813) 785-8794 • headshouseofmusic.com 
Your one stop for choral, vocal, keyboard, and 
band music. We supply music from all major 
publishers. Join us in July for our annual Choral 
Panorama workshop. Ordering is as simple 
as visiting our website, headshouseofmusic.
com, or sending an email order to headsmusic.
orders@verizon.net.

HILLSBOROUGH COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE .................................................. 923
2112 N. 15th St.; Tampa, FL 33605 
(813) 253-7686 • hccfl.edu/yc/music.aspx 
Hillsborough Community College is an 
accredited member of the National Association 
of Schools of Music (NASM) offering the AA 
degree emphasizing music theory/aural skills, 
lessons and ensembles with low student/
teacher ratios, and a faculty of professional 
performing musicians.

HUNTER MUSIC INSTRUMENT, INC.  ... 7005
33-00 Northern Blvd.;  
Long Island City, NY 11101 
(718) 706-0828 • huntermusical.com 
A band and orchestra instruments supplier 
with affordable prices, we have the parts for all 
woodwind and brass instruments in NYC. We 
can engrave your logo with a laser machine in 
three days in our workshop.

HUSONICS .............................................. 9029
4265 Central Ave.; St. Petersburg, FL 33713 
(727) 365-2239 • husonics.com 
Husonics, the Southeast’s premier musical 
instrument and accessory shop. Featuring 
Adams, Shires, Bach, Buffet, Besson, Carol 
Brass, Eastman, John Packer, Blessing, B&S, 
Sonare, Courtouis, Buffet, Keilwerth, Yamaha, 
and more! Play your best on the best!

ICTUS LIMITED .......................................2000
15595 W. Hwy. 40; Ocala, FL 34481 
(352) 465-7077 • ictuslimited.com 
Ictus Limited is proud to provide uniforms 
and accessories for all your performance and 
rehearsal needs: marching uniforms, concert 
dresses, tuxedos, imprinted shirts, digital 
printing, and footwear. Visit us at ictuslimited.
com or (800) 664-2887. Serving Florida since 
1994.

INDIAN RIVER BEE COMPANY ............. 5026
7650 Old Dixie Hwy.; Vero Beach, FL 32967 
(772) 321-6563 • indianriverbeecompany.com 
Bee happy, fundraise with our 100% raw 
honey! We specialize in arranging honey 
fundraisers with school music, band, and 
orchestra programs around the country. We 
will work closely with you and supply you with 
everything you need to ensure your fundraiser 
is a sweet success!

INSTARAISE ........................................... 5035
540 Willow Ave., Ste. B; Cedarhurst, NY 11516 
(516) 620-2855 • jmsfundraising.com 
JMS Fundraising offers product and donation 
fundraising options on a state-of-the-art online 
platform. We offer robust online options as well 
as traditional catalog sales. Our goal—and only 
goal—is to increase your profit and minimize 
your work.

INTERLOCHEN CENTER  
FOR THE ARTS ......................................... 927
PO Box 199; Interlochen, MI 49643 
(231) 276-7472 • interlochen.org 
Interlochen Arts Camp is the nation’s premier 
multidisciplinary summer arts program, where 
emerging artists transform passion and 
potential into purpose. Guided by internationally 
renowned artists, campers ages 8 to 18 study 
music, theatre, dance, visual arts, creative 
writing, and film.
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FIU Wertheim School of Music & Performing Arts | 10910 SW 17th St., Miami, FL 33199
An All-Steinway School | (305) 348-2896 | music@fiu.edu | music.fiu.edu/apply

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE.

Undergraduate Degrees (B.M.)
Instrumental Performance | Jazz Performance
Music Business | Music Composition | Music Education
Music Technology | Musical Theatre | Organ Performance
Piano Performance | Vocal Performance

Graduate Degrees (M.S.)
Music Education - Traditional & Certification Tracks

4 + 1 Track (B.M + M.M.)
Vocal Performance | Composition | Musical Theatre

Graduate Degrees (M.M.)
Conducting | Instrumental Performance
Jazz Performance | Music Composition
Music Management & Production
Music Technology | Musical Theatre
Organ Performance | Piano Performance
Vocal Performance

Visit us at
Booth 928

FIU Alumni Reception@ Hyatt Place, Downtown Tampa | Friday, January 13, 5:30pm - 7:00pm
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INTERNATIONAL CLARINET  
ASSOCIATION ........................................ 1021
829 Bethel Rd., Ste. 216; Columbus, OH 43214 
(888) 983-5441 • clarinet.org 
International Clarinet Association is a 
community of clarinetists and clarinet 
enthusiasts that supports projects that will 
benefit clarinet performance, study, and 
appreciation. Visit our booth to learn more 
about our upcoming events!

J. W. PEPPER .......................................... 4016
9053 Riverside Pkwy.;  
Lithia Springs, GA 30122 
(800) 345-6296 • jwpepper.com 
Founded in 1876, J. W. Pepper is the largest 
sheet music retailer in the world, delivering 
unparalleled customer service to musicians 
through its distribution centers, stores, and 
website jwpepper.com.

JACKSONVILLE UNIVERSITY ................. 918
2800 University Blvd. N.;  
Jacksonville, FL 32211 
(904) 256-7374 • ju.edu/cfa 
As an accredited institutional member of NASM 
since 1931, Jacksonville University offers the 
following degrees: BA, BFA (music theater), BM 
(performance, composition, jazz/commercial), 
BME, and BS (music business).

JAVA JOES FUNDRAISING ................... 4031
2392 NW 67th St.; Boca Raton, FL 33496 
(877) 341-2332 • javajoesfundrasing.com 
Fundraise with the best café-style gourmet 
coffee and specialty beverages, quality baking 
mixes (including cookie and brownie), and 
gourmet fudge. Free logo design and order 
forms. Free samples. No start-up costs. Visit us 
at javajoesfundraising.com.

JEAN PAUL USA ..................................... 8001
10600 NW 29th Terr.; Doral, FL 33172 
(305) 513-0043 • jeanpaulusa.com 
Offering affordable musical instruments built to 
last a lifetime. More and more people around 
the world are learning how to play with Jean 
Paul USA. Join the movement.

JODY JAZZ.............................................. 8003
1335 Lynah Ave., Ste. 112;  
Savannah, GA 31408 
(912) 964-4705 • jodyjazz.com 
Handcrafted in the USA to the highest quality 
standards, JodyJazz saxophone mouthpieces 
offer the perfect step-up mouthpiece for your 
jazz band sax section. Also now offering the 
new Chedeville range of classical clarinet and 
saxophone mouthpieces.

JOHN J. CALI SCHOOL OF MUSIC – 
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY ........ 1023
1 Normal Ave., Chapin Hall, Montclair State 
University; Montclair, NJ 07043-1624 
(943) 655-7217 • montclair.edu/john-j-cali-
school-of-music/ 
John J. Cali School of Music at Montclair State 
University is a comprehensive and professional 
college of music. Located just under 15 miles 
from NYC, the arts and cultural capital of the 
world, we’re focused on preparing the creative 
musicians and leaders of tomorrow.

JUPITER/MAPEX/MAJESTIC –  
KHS AMERICA ........................................ 8005
12020 Volunteer Blvd.; Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
(615) 773-9900 • khs-america.com 
Serving the musical community with world-
class instruments that provide a lifetime 
of musical inspiration, from preschool to 
professional.

KALEIDOSCOPE  
ADVENTURES, INC.  .............................. 3022
603 S. Main St., Ste. 110;  
Winter Garden, FL 34787 
(407) 345-4899 • kaleidoscopeadventures.com 
As a leader in the student travel industry for  
25-plus years, Kaleidoscope Adventures 
exceeds expectations for student and 
performance group travel. We’ll work with you 
to plan an exceptional travel experience and 
provide impeccable customer service from 
start to finish.

KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY  
BAILEY SCHOOL OF MUSIC ................... 924
3391 Town Point Dr.; Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(470) 578-6151 • art.kennesaw.edu/music 
The Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music at 
Kennesaw State University comprises more 
than 250 vibrant, creative, and talented 
music students and more than 80 faculty 
members and professional staff devoted to the 
development of music education, performance, 
and scholarship within our community.

LAKESIDE JAZZ FESTIVAL .................. 9022
1404 N. Atlantic Ave., Ste. 27;  
Daytona Beach, FL 32118 
(407) 538-1316 • lakesidejazzfestival.org 
Lakeside Jazz Festival is a non-competitive 
jazz festival that creates a perfect venue to 
showcase university, college, high school, 
and middle school jazz bands and combos. 
University professors adjudicate these 
performances. We are a 501(c)(3). Support us! 
Come visit us at booth 9022.

LIBERTY UNIVERSITY  
SCHOOL OF MUSIC ............................... 2011
1971 University Blvd.; Lynchburg, VA 24515 
(434) 592-3875 • liberty.edu/academics/music 
The mission of the Liberty University School 
of Music is to “train and equip musicians to 
be Champions for Christ.” Whether you are 
interested in music education, performance, 
commercial music, or worship, our NASM-
accredited programs of study prepare you for a 
dynamic career in music!

LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY ......................... 922
One University Park Dr.; Nashville, TN 37204 
(814) 421-3991 • lipscomb.edu/music 
Lipscomb University’s School of Music 
prepares students for professional careers in 
music performance, music education, worship 
arts, and commercial music. Located in 
Nashville, Tennessee, the school represents 
the intersection of robust musical tradition and 
current innovation.

LOHFF AND PFEIFFER USA ..................5008
7006 Lovell Dr.; Hyattsville, MD 20782 
(812) 929-5556 • lpwindsusa.com 
Specializing in woodwind optimization: voicing, 
tuning, noise and wear reduction system, 
metal tenons, ball bearings, crack prevention, 
resonance treatment, plateau systems, custom 
key work, and much more. All new and used 
instruments are fully customized with a three-
year warranty. Trade-ins considered.

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY .......... 1022
292 Band Hall; Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
(225) 578-2384 • lsu.edu/cmda/bands/ 
Explore, perform, create, write, research, 
develop, lead, teach—whether you prefer to 
be in the spotlight or work behind the scenes, 
extensive opportunities are available to you in 
the LSU College of Music & Dramatic Arts and 
the LSU School of Music. Learn more at  
https://lsu.edu/cmda.

LUNGTRAINERS, LLC FCAP  GOLD ............ 9001
8000 NW 7th St., Ste. 202; Miami, FL 33186 
(786) 286-4744 • lungtrainers.com 
Build. Better. Breathing. The LungTrainer is 
a unique breathing training device. Its ability 
to simulate breathing skills needed for wind 
instruments and voice makes it a must-have for 
every classroom and studio. Come on by for a 
demonstration!

MAKEMUSIC, INC.  .................................2004
285 Century Pl.; Lousiville, CO 80027 
(917) 280-3764 • makemusic.com 
MakeMusic, Inc., is a world leader in music 
technology. Our products include Finale®, the 
world’s best-selling music notation software; 
Garritan™, the leading provider of quality virtual 
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software instruments; and SmartMusic®, 
interactive software featuring the world’s 
largest accompaniment library.

MARK CUSTOM RECORDING  
SERVICE, INC. FCAP  SILVER ....................... 3015
10815 Bodine Rd.; Clarence, NY 14031 
(716) 759-2600 • markcustom.com 
Order all-state CDs, MP3s, DVDs, and MP4s 
through us! Complete audio/video production 
from your supplied materials or with us 
recording at your location. Wind band, choir, 
jazz, and orchestra recordings for reference 
and enjoyment. Professional audio recording 
equipment sales. Musician mask sales.

MCCORMICK’S GROUP, LLC ................ 6011
550 Palwaukee Dr.; Wheeling, IL 60090 
(847) 398-8680 • mccormicksnet.com 
McCormick’s. The trusted source for marching 
bands, color guards, and spirit squads across 
the country and around the world. See why 
leading high school, independent, university, 
and even professional programs trust 
McCormick’s year after year.

MELOQUEST, INC. FCAP  BRONZE .............. 2027
13719 Honey Run Way;  
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
(949) 395-6174 • keysandkingdoms.com 
Keys & Kingdoms is the first ever role-playing 
adventure game that trains real musical skills 
and abilities in a whole new way. Backed by 
the National Standards, Keys & Kingdoms will 
inspire and excite everyone in the classroom to 
learn and play more music.

MIAMI STRING HAUS ............................. 6001
377 NE 85th St.; El Portal, FL 33138 
(786) 322-6891 • miamistring.com 
Double bass and cello specialists! If a bass 
was just a big violin, the bass bow would be 7 
feet long. We house a full-service orchestral 
luthier shop for all stringed instruments. Expert 
repairs, affordable rentals, and sales offering 
100% trade-in credit. Visit our booth and talk to 
our experts.

MIAMI STRING LUTHIER SHOP ............6009
377 NE 85th St.; El Portal, FL 33138 
(786) 322-6891 • miamistring.com 
Expert setup, repairs, and restorations of 
stringed instruments. We have a full-service 
luthier shop accessible by appointment, and 
our master luthier can also re-hair bows. We 
always offer free estimates online and in-
person.

MIDDLETON’S RECYCLE ...................... 4011
3601 Plainfield Ave. NE;  
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
(616) 558-5333 • middletonsmusicrecycle.com 
We are a company that visits schools including 
middle school, high school, and colleges. We 
purchase your old inventory, and in return we 
can trade you instruments or give money for 
your program for you to use toward repairs or 
new inventory.

MIDWEST SHEET MUSIC .................... 10021
2616 Metro Blvd.;  
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
(314) 291-4686 • midwestsheetmusic.com 
As the largest sheet music dealer in the 
Midwest, we carry the most complete inventory 
of music on the Florida state list. Come see our 
huge selection of Florida list solo/ensemble, 
concert band, and orchestra selections.

MILLER MARKETING CO., INC.  ........... 3026
PO Box 822; Wayne, PA 19087 
(610) 278-5017 • millerdoublereed.com 
Representing Moosmann bassoons; Nobel 
oboes, English horns, and bassoons; and 
double reeds, tools, and accessories. 
World Class and Affordable Double Reed 
Instruments! And introducing the revolutionary 
KJI reed making system!

MIRAPHONE EG ................................... 10015
Traunreuterstrasse 8; Waldkraiburg, BY 84478 
(498) 638-9682, ext. 0 • miraphone.de 
Miraphone, Germany manufacturer of brass 
instruments.

MOLLARD CONDUCTING BATONS......5005
PO Box 725; Westfield Center, OH 44251 
(330) 664-9234 • mollard.com 
Experience the many different styles and 
legendary craftsmanship of Mollard conducting 
batons and accessories. Hold a Mollard baton 
in your hand, and it will be obvious!

MRS. FIELDS FUNDRAISING / 
FUNDRAISING MANAGER .................. 10001
14100 Darnestown Rd., Ste. E;  
Darnestown, MD 20874 
(240) 449-1967  
https://mrsfieldsfundraising.com/ 
You won’t find an easier—or better tasting—
fundraiser anywhere. Mrs. Fields fundraising 
cookie dough is quite simply the best tasting 
product and the most recognized brand name 
in fundraising!

MUSECLASS ........................................... 3020
268 Bush St., Ste. 3044;  
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(818) 873-6873 • museclass.com 
Meet MuseClass. Your one-stop platform for 
creating, sharing, and grading assignments. 
Free for all, MuseClass empowers teachers to 
set and grade assignments, and students to 
complete and submit assignments.

MUSIC & ARTS FCAP  BRONZE .................... 7015
5295 Westview Dr., Ste. 300;  
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 620-4040 • musicarts.com 
Music & Arts is a one-stop shopping 
experience for all your musical needs! From 
our user-friendly online services to our select 
door-door service, since 1952, we have 
been supporting music communities with 
instruments, lessons, rentals, and repairs. 
Learn more about us at musicarts.com.

MUSIC CELEBRATIONS  
INTERNATIONAL .................................... 2014
1440 S. Priest Dr., Ste. 102; Tempe, AZ 85281 
(480) 894-3330 • musiccelebrations.com 
Music Celebrations International provides 
unique musical and educational tour 
opportunities to performance ensembles by 
offering prestigious events and unequaled 
access to superior concert venues worldwide.

MUSIC FILING & STORAGE .................. 6015
945 N. Oaklawn Ave.; Elmhurst, IL 60126 
(847) 980-7925 • musicfiling.com 
The first filing experts to be focused on the 
needs of schools’ music departments. Music 
filing systems save space and make sheet 
music more organized.

MUSIC FILING SOLUTIONS ................... 7022
19 Westmoreland; Naperville, IL 60540 
(630) 369-9999 • musicfilingsolutions.com 
Space-saving sheet music filing system 
includes free printed labels to make your library 
easier to organize and access—as well as 
protecting your valuable music.

MUSIC FOR ALL, INC.  ........................... 9027
39 W. Jackson Pl., Ste. 150;  
Indianapolis, IN 46225 
(800) 848-2263 • musicforall.org 
We believe that music and arts education is 
a core to students’ education and must be 
available to all students. Music for All is an 
advocate for music and arts education. Our 
educational programs support the efforts of 
instrumental music teachers on the high school 
and middle school levels.
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MUSIC IN MOTION .................................. 7042
PO Box 869231; Plano, TX 75086 
(800) 445-0649 • musicmotion.com 
The original music education and gift resource, 
with more than 6,500 products. Don’t miss our 
Music-Go-Round silicone manipulatives, color-
coded instruments, posters, teaching aids, 
awards, rhythm, dance and movement aids, 
gifts, and much, much more. Visit our newly 
revamped site at musicmotion.com.

MUSIC MAN FCAP  BRONZE ......................... 8021
2309 N. Dixie Hwy.; 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407 
(561) 832-3753 • musicmaninc.com 
Music Man, Inc., is a family-owned business 
serving South Florida’s music education needs 
since 1976. We service school orchestras 
and bands specializing in the sales, rentals, 
lessons, and repairs of band instruments. We 
are authorized dealers for Yamaha, Jupiter, 
Conn-Selmer, Buffet, Eastman, and more.

MUSIC SHOWCASE, INC.  ..................... 6017
402 Oakfield Dr.; Brandon, FL 33511 
(813) 685-5998 • musicshowcaseonline.com 
Music Showcase is a full-line retail music store 
and performing arts academy and in-house 
repair shop. We carry major brands of band 
and orchestral instruments, guitars, drums, 
keyboards, accessories, sheet music, and 
books. We also offer lessons, theatre, rock 
band, jazz ensemble, and competition team.

MUSIC TRAVEL CONSULTANTS .......... 5027
5348 W. Vermont St., Ste. 200;  
Indianapolis, IN 46224 
(317) 637-0837 • musictravel.com 
Music Travel Consultants—travel planners 
for the finest performing arts programs in the 
world.

MUSIC USA FESTIVALS ........................9008
2629 Alhambra Ave.; Deland, FL 32720 
(386) 575-2355 • musicusafestivals.org 
Music USA Festivals is a nonprofit educational 
organization “Promoting Music Education 
Through Quality Evaluation.” Our festivals are 
held in Soundstage 33 at Universal Studios. 
Directors, pick your performance times. 
Instrumental and choral groups may perform 
“back to back” in the Soundstage.

MUSICAL GIFTS & TREASURES BY 
COSTUME HOLIDAY HOUSE ................ 8029
3038 Hayes Ave.; Fremont, OH 43420 
(419) 334-3236 • musicthearegifts.com 
We carry musical gifts and treasures … 
jewelry, rings, ties, scarves, socks, shirts, 
journals, purses, wallets, watches, ornaments, 
keychains, hats, lanyards, totes, pajamas, etc. 
We also offer our new Fund Raising Program.

NATIONAL CONCERTS.......................... 3001
99 Perry St., Ste. 1D; New York, NY 10014 
(646) 859-4999 • nationalconcerts.com 
National Concerts offers unique performance 
experiences for choirs, bands, and orchestras 
at Carnegie Hall and other renowned venues 
and includes a variety of artistic disciplines 
such as modern dance, visual projection, and 
more. We take collaboration to the next level. 
Join us!

NAZARETH COLLEGE ........................... 1034 
4245 East Ave.; Rochester, NY 14618  
(585) 389-2447 • naz.edu  
With undergraduate degrees in music 
education, performance, music therapy, 
composition, music business, and general 
music, and graduate degrees in music 
education and performance and pedagogy, the 
Nazareth College School of Music is one of the 
most comprehensive music institutions in the 
Northeast.

NEFF COMPANY .....................................4000
19177 Shoreward Ct.; Jupiter, FL 33458 
(800) 232-6333 • neffco.com 
Neff company supplies custom awards and 
sportswear to all fine arts programs.

NEW WORLD SCHOOL  
OF THE ARTS ........................................... 905
300 NE 2nd Ave.; Miami, FL 33132 
(305) 237-3622 • nwsa.mdc.edu/nwsa-college-
music.html 
New World School of the Arts was created 
by the Florida Legislature as a center of 
excellence in the performing and visual arts 
as an educational partnership of Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, Miami Dade College, 
and the University of Florida.

NORTH BROWARD  
PREPARATORY SCHOOL...................... 2026
7600 Lyons Rd.; Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
(305) 469-1732 • nbps.org/academics/fine-arts 
The NBPS Arts Academy empowers career-
minded artists with dispositions and skills 
to achieve their goals beyond our school 
community. We focus on artistic excellence, 
collaboration, venture artistry, and creative 
engagement with today’s audiences.

ORLANDO PHILHARMONIC  
ORCHESTRA FCAP  BRONZE ....................... 2020
425 North Bumby Ave.; Orlando, FL 32803 
(407) 896-6700 • orlandophil.org 
The mission of the Orlando Philharmonic 
Orchestra is to enrich and inspire the diverse 
communities of Central Florida through the 
transformative power of live music.

ORLANDOFEST ...................................... 3007
PO Box 690069; Orlando, FL 32869 
(407) 497-7390 • orlandofest.com 
OrlandoFest, Florida’s Premiere Music Festival 
Competition, in conjunction with Universal 
Orlando Resort. We offer ensembles the 
chance to showcase their talents in front of 
the nation’s leading adjudicators and their 
musical peers! We offer competitive and non-
competitive events and workshops.

OZARK DELIGHT CANDY ......................5006
1 Lollipop Ln.; Prairie Grove, AR 72753 
(800) 334-8991 • ozarkdelight.com 
Come try one today! Lots of flavors. Over 30 
years. Call today or visit our website.

P.A.C.E. TRAVEL ....................................9003
805 Greenwood Dr.; Hendersonville, NC 28791 
(800) 308-2888 • pacetravel.net 
P.A.C.E. Travel. Exceptional. Experience. 
A group tour operation for performances, 
adjudicated festivals, parades, and educational 
tours to D.C., New York City, Philadelphia, 
Atlanta, Orlando, Williamsburg, New Orleans, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Hawaii, 
Boston, Europe, the UK, and more. References 
on request. Call us at (800) 308-2888.

PALM BEACH ATLANTIC  
UNIVERSITY FCAP  GOLD ............................ 1028
PO Box 24709; West Palm Beach, FL 33416 
(561) 803-2411 • pba.edu 
A Christian university offering NASM-approved 
bachelor’s degrees in composition; music 
education; music industry; music theory 
and music literature; worship leadership; 
and instrumental, keyboard, and vocal 
performance.

PATEL CONSERVATORY AT THE  
STRAZ CENTER FOR THE  
PERFORMING ARTS FCAP  GOLD .............. 1027
1010 N. WC MacInnes Pl.; Tampa, FL 33602 
(813) 222-1002 • patelconservatory.org 
The Patel Conservatory at the Straz Center 
provides superior performing arts training in an 
inspirational setting. Year-round music classes, 
performance ensembles, private lessons, as 
well as summer intensives are available for 
all instruments and voice types in beautiful 
downtown Tampa, Florida.

PERIPOLE, INC.  ..................................... 2001
PO Box 12909; Salem, OR 97309 
(800) 443-3592 • peripole.com 
Manufacturers/Exclusive Distributors: 
Bergerault® Orff instruments; Peripole® Halo® 
recorders; Peripole® percussion; multicultural 
instruments; Dean and Luna guitars and 
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Partners Make It Possible

The Florida Corporate and Academic Partners help strengthen music educa-
tion in Florida through their tireless work to support teachers. FMEA expresses its greatest thanks to each of our 
Partners, Corporate and Academic, for their partnership over the past year. We hope that FMEA members from 
across the state will support our partners as they support FMEA and Florida music educators.

The Academic Partner memberships are for colleges, universities, and military organizations, and the Corporate 
Partner memberships are for businesses and organizations.

JOIN TODAY!

 FCAP

2023 FMEA Exhibitors

ukuleles; Takamine guitars; Bergerault® 
professional percussion. Contact us at  
(800) 443-3592, contact@peripole.com, or 
peripole.com.

PHI MU ALPHA ....................................... 2022
639 Southwest Blvd. N.;  
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
(407) 536-6377 • sinfonia.org 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia is the world’s oldest 
and largest secret national fraternal society in 
music. Sigma Alpha Iota is the oldest national 
sorority in music. Both organizations seek 
the highest standards in music as well as the 
advancement of American music.

PLAYGROUND MUSIC PRESS ..............4034
PO Box 206, 4522 W. Village Dr.;  
Tampa, FL 33624 
(813) 969-0107 • playgroundmusicpress.com 
Playground Music Press and The Orff Room 
feature unique Orff instrumental, vocal, and 
Orff-Schulwerk based resources for the K-8 
music classroom.

PORTASTAND, INC.  ............................... 8011
6132 Paul Ave. N.; Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 283-6995 • portastand.com 
If you’ve ever used a wire music stand, you’ve 
felt firsthand the keen sting of artistic betrayal. 
That’s why, for over a decade, Portastand has 
designed and built the best darn portable music 
stands ever made. Join us as we hold our sad 
old wire stands skyward and softly whisper, 
“Never again.”

PRACTICE PACKS BY  
STEPHENS STUDIO ............................... 6036
PO Box 693; Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 
(845) 430-3498 • practicepacks.org 
Step-by-step daily practice plans with 
demonstration videos by experienced teachers 

so students have high-quality instruction 
for solo pieces they can access on their 
smartphones. Priced to be accessible to 
everyone with additional free instructional 
videos available at practicepacks.org.

PRESTIGE DIGITAL IMAGING ............... 6021
114 Barber Dr.; Stockbridge, GA 30281 
(770) 474-1005 • digitalfotos.com 
We have been providing school composite 
photography for the past 27 years digitally. 
We provide composite photography for band, 
chorus, and orchestra programs throughout 
the Southeast. We would appreciate the 
opportunity to serve you and your program as 
well.

PRIVATE STUDIO GUIDE BOOK ........... 4017
411 Garden State Dr.; Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
(856) 795-4285 • privatemusicstudio.com 
Brand new: “Your Next-Gen Private Music 
Studio.” Respected speaker and author of 
three private teaching guides, Mimi Butler, 
has compiled the very latest tips, trends, and 
information from private music studio teachers 
across the U.S. Includes new teaching 
tech, global internet instruction, digital cash 
management, the millennial parent, and social 
media marketing.

PRODIGIES ACADEMY .......................... 3033
401 W. Main St., Ste. 317; Lexington, KY 40507 
(800) 515-6490 • prodigiesacademy.com 
Prodigies Academy is a K-5 standards-based 
general music education curriculum. All 
lessons are sequenced and paced, but also 
fully customizable. Interactive compose and 
perform tools. Teacher-friendly, fully FERPA/
COPPA-compliant, digital/hybrid, and LMS-
integrated with Google Classroom and Clever.

PROPVINYLS .......................................... 4037
727 South Cox St.; Asheboro, NC 27203 
(336) 937-8008 • propvinyls.com 
We are dedicated to providing high-quality 
affordable visual effects to the marching 
arts community. We use the highest quality 
materials to make your vision come to life at a 
price that fits within everyone’s budget.

QUAVERMUSIC.COM ............................. 6029
65 Music Square W.; Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 922-2020 • quavered.com/general-music/ 
Quaver’s preK-8 music curriculum offers a fully 
digital, comprehensive program for today’s 
preK-8 music classroom, plus an engaging 
student website. Advanced Technology. 
Teacher-Friendly. Seriously Fun!

ROLLINS COLLEGE FCAP  BRONZE .............. 911
1000 Holt Ave., Ste. 2731;  
Winter Park, FL 32789 
(407) 646-2233 • rollins.edu/music 
Rollins College Department of Music offers 
two undergraduate degrees and is devoted to 
offering instruction in a variety of musical fields. 
Our mission is to provide the best musical 
education in performance, historical literature, 
and theory within the scope of a quality liberal 
arts institution.

ROMEO MUSIC ....................................... 6027
357 Creekview Dr.; Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
(800) 466-1773 • romeomusic.net 
Romeo Music has one of the most nationally 
recognized teams of audio and music 
technology specialists to personally help you 
with simple and effective technology tools. 
From sound systems to software, mixers 
to microphones, piano labs to professional 
development, if it “plugs in,” we can help!
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SEAWORLD PARKS AND RESORTS ...4008
6817 Westwood Blvd.; Orlando, FL 32821 
(407) 374-9696 • seaworld.com 
SoundWaves is back at SeaWorld Orlando! 
This program offers a unique opportunity to 
showcase your group’s talent for our park 
guests and is perfect for band, choir, and 
orchestra programs. We make it easy and fun, 
leaving plenty of time to enjoy the park!

SIGHT READING  
FACTORY FCAP  GOLD ................................. 4020
1321 Upland Dr., Ste. 12621;  
Houston, TX 77043 
(888) 433-7722 • sightreadingfactory.com 
SightReadingFactory.com makes practicing the 
skill of sight-reading easy! SRF is cloud-based, 
composes music instantly and on-demand, 
and provides unlimited sight-reading. New 
Live Practice offers ensemble part casting to 
devices. Integrates easily with Canvas, Google 
Classroom, and Schoology, too!

SNAP! RAISE .......................................... 7011
8300 7th Ave. S.; Seattle, WA 98108 
(206) 817-7389 • snap-raise.com 
At Snap! Raise, we believe that every kid 
needs a champion. That’s why we’re building 
the ecosystem of tools that support champions 
so they can impact kids.

SONOR ORFF/NUVO .............................. 2041
12020 Volunteer Blvd.; Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
(800) 283-4676 • khs-america.com 
World-class manufacturers of proven 
instruments that create a sound musical 
experience for both the elementary student and 
the instructor.

SOUTHEASTERN  
UNIVERSITY FCAP  GOLD .............................. 914
1000 Longfellow Blvd.; Lakeland, FL 33801 
(863) 667-5463 • music.seu.edu 
SEU is a Christian university in Lakeland, 
Florida, offering bachelor’s degrees in music, 
music education, commercial music, and 
worship studies. Faculty have degrees from 
top-tier music institutions. New facilities opened 
in 2016! Generous scholarships available for 
music and non-music majors.

ST. LOUIS MUSIC ................................... 8015
1400 Ferguson Ave.; St. Louis, MO 63133 
(800) 727-4512, ext. 304 • stlouismusic.com 
Our company is the corporate owner of some 
of the finest musical instrument brands in the 
world. Alvarez guitars, Knilling string, and 
Blessing brass instruments, as well as  
P. Mauriat saxes and Sela percussion.

ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE .................. 937
PO Box 13489; St. Petersburg, FL 33733 
(727) 791-5987 • spcollege.edu/hfa/ 
Music, music industry, dance, theater, art, 
digital arts, photography. Active professional 
faculty of highest caliber. Small class sizes. 
All orchestral instruments, guitar, voice, piano, 
organ. Fourteen high-quality ensembles, 
traditional, commercial/pop/rock. Professional 
studios and performance venues.

ST. THOMAS  
UNIVERSITY FCAP  BRONZE .......................... 926
16401 NW 37th Ave.;  
Miami Gardens, FL 33054 
(305) 474-6805 • stu.edu 
St. Thomas University celebrated its 60th 
anniversary in 2021. Originally founded in 
Cuba, the school moved to Miami Gardens in 
1961 as Biscayne College and later became 
St. Thomas University. In 2018, incoming 
President David Armstrong founded the 
school’s first band program.

STAGERIGHT CORP.  ............................. 7009
495 Pioneer Pkwy.; Clare, MI 48617 
(989) 386-7393 • stageright.com 
StageRight has versatile, lightweight staging 
for every event. Graduation stage, music risers, 
acoustical shells—and no tools are required 
for setup! With outstanding customer service, 
we’re here for you. Visit our booth 7009 for 
hands-on product demonstrations and for more 
information.

STANBURY UNIFORMS, LLC ................ 3017
108 Stanbury Industrial Dr.;  
Brookfield, MO 64628 
(660) 258-2246 • stanbury.com 
Manufacturers of the finest quality uniforms 
for marching band, drum corps, color guard, 
and other performance groups since 1917. Call 
Stanbury Uniforms today at (800) 826-2246 or 
visit our website at stanbury.com.

STELLAR OBOE PRODUCTS ................2009
1466 Watermill Cir.; Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
(727) 938-0254 • oboe.net 
Stellar Oboe Products carries a full line 
of oboe/English horn reeds, supplies, and 
accessories, and assists band directors 
nationwide to dramatically improve the tone, 
intonation, and maturity of their oboe sections. 
Check out the newly patented oboe/English 
horn, flute/piccolo, and Bb/A clarinet stands!

STETSON UNIVERSITY FCAP  GOLD ............ 915
421 N. Woodland Blvd., Unit 8399;  
Deland, FL 32723 
(386) 822-8975 • stetson.edu/music 
Stetson University’s School of Music is the 
second largest purely undergraduate music 
program in the U.S. with a vibrant community 

of approximately 260 musicians and 47 faculty. 
Professional training in 13 individual degree 
options and vast performance opportunities are 
available.

STRAIGHT A TOURS.............................. 4015
6526 Old Brick Rd., Ste. 120, #508; 
Windermere, FL 34786 
(407) 896-1242 • straightatours.com 
Specializing in student group travel by land or 
by sea since 1975! The largest student cruise 
operator in the world! We are a Top Preferred 
Walt Disney World Travel Planner! Celebrating 
over 47 years of student educational travel 
planning all around the world. Contact us at 
(800) 237-5440 or tfinizio@straightatours.com.

SUNCOUNTRY FUNDRAISING, LLC..... 6028
7935 Carey Rd.; Lithia, FL 33547 
(813) 471-7088  
http://suncountryfundraising.com/ 
A Delicious, Simple, Stress-Free Fundraiser. 
Fundraising can be complicated! But it doesn’t 
have to be. We help your group raise funds 
with Butter Braid® pastries. You’ll raise money, 
and your supporters will get to experience how 
amazingly wonderful the pastries are.

SUPER HOLIDAY TOURS ......................4006
116 Gatlin Ave.; Orlando, FL 32806 
(407) 851-0060 • superholiday.com 
Creating Memorable Student Travel 
Experiences Since 1975! At Super Holiday 
Tours, we make all school trips easy by taking 
care of all your travel arrangements. We 
specialize in performing groups and customize 
our tours to any destination.

SUPERIOR IMAGES ............................... 7027
3817 S. Nova Rd., Unit 104, Ste. 172;  
Port Orange, FL 32127 
(386) 882-3849 • mysuperiorimages.com 
We specialize in making custom composite 
boards for music programs. The boards are 
100% free to the program, no minimums, no 
exceptions. The boards are professionally 
framed and delivered ready to hang on the 
wall within three months of the photo date. We 
would love to work with your program!

SWEET PIPES ......................................... 3041
2804 Montreaux; The Colony, TX 75056 
(817) 277-9922 • sweetpipes.com 
Sweet Pipes is your go-to source for everything 
elementary music. We carry music from all 
major music publishers and instruments from 
Yamaha, Aulos, Studio 49, Sonor, Remo, 
and more. We also carry children’s literature, 
puppets, posters, classroom décor, and 
musical gifts.

FCAP  = Florida Corporate & Academic Partners
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SWEETWATER SOUND ......................... 7035
5501 U.S. 30 W.; Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
(800) 222-4700 • sweetwater.com 
Since 1979, Sweetwater has been committed 
to giving music makers the ultimate shopping 
experience. Whether our customers are renting 
their very first instrument or performing on one 
of the great stages, we’re committed to being a 
company they can trust. We’re here to help you 
live your music dreams.

TAMPA BAY PRIDE BAND ..................... 1041
PO Box 4061; Tampa, FL 33677 
(813) 922-5449 • tampabayprideband.com 
Tampa Bay Pride Band is an all-inclusive 
marching band, concert band, jazz band, and 
color guard here in the Tampa Bay Area. This 
year we are debuting our new Alliance Youth 
Band of Tampa Bay for students in grades 7-12. 
Come check out our booth and learn more.

TEACHTIX, LLC ......................................4004
821 Herndon Ave., Ste. 141554;  
Orlando, FL 32814 
(407) 706-4952 • teachtix.com 
TeachTix is a ticketing platform providing 
online and at-the-door ticketing solutions. We 
specialize in serving schools and educational 
organizations. Features include paperless 
ticketing options, assigned and open seating, 
and white glove service and support. Find out 
more at teachtix.com/sell.

TEAMIP .................................................... 3037
701 NW Federal Hwy., Ste. 301;  
Stuart, FL 34994 
(727) 317-9486 • teamip.com 
We Take the Risk, You Get the Reward! A 
national leader in experiential marketing of 
Championship merchandise, Team IP has 
excelled producing decorated apparel and 
branded products pleasing customers for more 
than 25 years through its three highly focused 
divisions: Events/Digital/Corporate.

THE BORNOFF FOUNDATION  
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF STRING 
EDUCATION (FASE) FCAP  GOLD ................ 4014
475 Valley St.; Scottsville, VA 24590 
(434) 286-8800 • fase.org 
The Bornoff Foundation is a nonprofit providing 
support to string teachers worldwide through 
professional development workshops, 
free classroom resources, special grant 
opportunities, mentorship for individuals or 
school districts, and the Bornoff Approach 
Certification program.

THE FREDERICK GUNN SCHOOL ........ 3030
99 Green Hill Rd.; Washington, CT 06793 
(305) 905-4813 • frederickgunn.org 
The Frederick Gunn School is a boarding high 
school in picturesque Washington, Connecticut, 
and is actively recruiting musicians. Under the 
direction of former Florida music educator  
Ron Castonguay and inside a world-class  
$23 million performing arts center, come find 
out what all the buzz is about!

THE WONDERPAX ................................. 4029
33 SW 2nd Ave., Ste. 1102; Miami, FL 33130
(786) 444-4466 • wonderpax.com
The WonderPax Warm/Cool Gel Pack is 
a reusable, multipurpose gel pack for the 
effective relief of muscular and joint aches 
and pains. The product provides a consistent 
release of cool or warm temperatures over a 
period of time.

TNTMUSICBOX, LLC .............................. 4007
7649 Citrus Blossom Dr.; 
 Land O’ Lakes, FL 34637 
(813) 996-3453 • https://etsy.com/shop/
TNTMusicBox?ref=seller-platform-mcnav 
Music T-shirts inspired by Prokefiev’s Peter and 
the Wolf and music-themed jewelry.

TUNED ATHLETICS, LLC ....................... 5047
932 Ashington Pl.; Orlando, FL 32804 
(407) 575-0806  
Marching band sports performance training. 
Become stronger in your marching, improve 
posture during your performance, reduce 
your potential for injuries, and enhance your 
athletic ability to perform better during shows 
and competition. Musical performance-based 
instruction also, not just exercises!

ULTIMATE DRILL BOOK ........................ 3027
2212 Forsam Bend; Austin, TX 78725 
(844) 368-2665 • https://ultimatedrillbook.com/ 
Never copy drill or music ever again. UDBapp 
allows ensembles to learn and perfect their 
show using just their phone. With Pyware 
integration, Tap ID, GPS-based attendance, 
integrated sheet music, and more. UDBapp is 
the world’s best educational technology built for 
the marching arts.

UNIVERSAL ORLANDO ......................... 9011
1000 Universal Studios Plaza, B110, 2nd Floor; 
Orlando, FL 32819 
(407) 224-8157 • universalorlandoyouth.com 
Universal STARS Performance Program is the 
music performance program that puts your 
group in the heart of nonstop excitement and 
unparalleled entertainment. Whether you’re a 
marching band, concert band, choir, or other 
performing group, Universal Orlando offers you 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience!

UNIVERSITY OF  
CENTRAL FLORIDA FCAP  SILVER .............. 1007
4000 Central Florida Blvd., Bldg. 199,  
Rm. M203; Orlando, FL 32816 
(407) 823-3366 • performingarts.cah.ucf.edu/ 
Successful graduates who are making 
a difference in the field; internationally 
recognized faculty; numerous performance 
opportunities; vibrant location; competitive 
scholarships; undergraduate degrees in 
performance, music education, jazz, and 
composition; flexible music BA and MA 
programs.

UNIVERSITY OF  
FLORIDA FCAP  GOLD .................................... 901
435 Newell Dr., Rm. 106; Gainesville, FL 32611 
(352) 273-3159 • arts.ufl.edu/music 
The School of Music serves 245 graduate 
and 248 undergraduate music majors with 
43 full-time and nine adjunct faculty. Degree 
programs include BA, BM, MM, PhD (music 
and music education), and DMA (performance, 
composition, conducting). University of Florida 
is accredited by NASM, NCATE, and SACS.

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI –  
FROST SCHOOL OF  
MUSIC FCAP  GOLD ...................................... 1001
5503 San Amaro Dr.; Coral Gables, FL 33146 
(305) 284-2247 • frost.miami.edu 
The Frost School of Music at the University of 
Miami is renowned for its unique Frost Method® 
curriculum, which creates musicians that have 
artistic, technological, and entrepreneurial skills 
to thrive and succeed in the rapidly changing 
world of professional music.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA ...... 1015
1 UNF Dr., 45-2004; Jacksonville, FL 32224 
(904) 620-2961 • unf.edu/coas/music/ 
The UNF School of Music offers the BM 
in music education, jazz studies, music 
technology and production, and performance, 
as well as the MM in music education, 
conducting, voice, piano, woodwinds, brass, 
percussion, and jazz studies.

UNIVERSITY OF  
NORTH TEXAS FCAP  BRONZE ...................... 910
1112 Dallas Dr., Ste. 4000; Denton, TX 76205 
(940) 565-4349 • music.unt.edu/ 
The University of North Texas College of Music 
is the largest public university music program in 
the United States and one of the most globally 
respected. The UNT College of Music serves 
our diverse musical culture with excellence, 
integrity, and imagination.
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA ...... 929
307 N. University Blvd.; Mobile, AL 36688 
(251) 460-6136 • southalabama.edu/colleges/
music/ 
The USA Department of Music offers 
educational and creative opportunities 
for musicians and educators in the Gulf 
Coast region. With a growing music student 
population, a newly created graduate degree 
program, and a highly active concert series, 
USA continually embraces new artistic 
experiences.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ....... 1000
4202 E. Fowler Ave., MUS 101;  
Tampa, FL 33620 
(813) 974-2311 • music.arts.usf.edu 
The School of Music at the University of South 
Florida offers degrees in music education, 
performance, composition, jazz studies, 
electronic music, contemporary commercial 
music, conducting, chamber music, and piano 
pedagogy. Degree programs are available at 
the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels.

UNIVERSITY OF  
TAMPA FCAP  BRONZE ................................... 912
401 W. Kennedy Blvd.; Tampa, FL 33606 
(813) 257-3399 • ut.edu/music/ 
The University of Tampa offers professional 
degrees in music education (K-12), music 
performance, and musical theatre, and a 
flexible BA in music through an experiential, 
comprehensive music program in the heart of 
Tampa. Summer camps available for grades 
7-12. Contact us at music@ut.edu or  
ut.edu/music.

UNIVERSITY OF  
WEST FLORIDA FCAP  GOLD ...................... 1018
11000 University Pkwy.; Pensacola, FL 32514 
(850)474-2147 • uwf.edu/music 
The University of West Florida Dr. Grier William 
School of Music provides students with a high-
quality, personalized undergraduate education 
for careers in the fields of music performance 
and music education. Admittance to our 
programs is by audition only.

U.S. ARMY BANDS RECRUITING ........... 933
185 9th Calvary Regiment Rd., Bldg. 206;  
Fort Knox, KY 40121 
(502) 626-1981 • goarmy.com/band 
United States Army Bands Recruiting –  
Serving the Nation Through Music.

2023 FMEA Exhibitors

VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY........... 1037
1500 N. Patterson St.; Valdosta, GA 31698 
(229) 333-5804 • valdosta.edu/music 
The Valdosta State University Department of 
Music is accredited by the National Association 
of Schools of Music with bachelor’s degrees 
in music performance; the BA in music with 
tracks in education, jazz, and general; master’s 
degrees in performance and education; and the 
MAT in music education.

VAN WYK CONFECTIONS ..................... 4027
PO Box 370; Castle Rock, CO 80104 
(888) 465-5141 • vanwykconfections.com 
Van Wyk Confections. Offering immediate 
satisfaction through innovative in-hand 
fundraising products! $1 & $2 sellers; chocolate 
bars, sweet and salty pretzel rods, famous 
fortune cookies, and popcorn. Nationwide 
distribution and fast customer shipping.  
Visit us at vanwykconfections.com or call  
(888) 465-5141.

VANDERCOOK  
COLLEGE OF MUSIC ............................. 1029
3140 S. Federal St.; Chicago, IL 60616 
(312) 788-1126 • vandercook.edu 
For over 100 years, VanderCook College 
of Music has focused exclusively on music 
teacher education. Our unique curriculum 
prepares the whole music educator, 
emphasizing performance as well as 
instructional methods.

VANDOREN ............................................. 3023
PO Box 558; Champaign, IL 61824 
(312) 475-0464 • booth.dansr.com 
Vandoren is the premier manufacturer of 
professional reeds and mouthpieces, with over 
100 years experience in reed making and over 
75 years experience in mouthpiece making.

VERITAS INSTRUMENT RENTAL .......... 5011
PO Box 851; Pinellas Park, FL 33780 
(727) 410-7535 • veritas-online.com 
Veritas Instrument Rental Incorporated (VIR) 
has been offering instrument rental programs 
to parents, educators, and music retailers 
throughout the state of Florida for 30 years and 
is dedicated to serving the school music market 
based on a foundation of quality, value, and 
service.

VICTORY MUSICAL  
INSTRUMENTS FCAP  GOLD........................ 8033
1532 SE Village Green Dr., Ste. A;  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
(772) 888-1869 • victory-instruments.com 
Victory Musical Instruments continues to be 
the preferred source for great musicians and 
dealers globally. We are committed to deliver a 
high level of customer satisfaction by providing 
musicians superb quality instruments that they 
can feel proud and excited to play. Play the 
Winning Choice!

VIOLIN SHOP TAMPA, INC.  .................. 5016
4009 Henderson Blvd.; Tampa, FL 33629 
(813) 288-8215 • violinshoptampa.com 
Violin Shop Tampa is your home for orchestral 
strings and instrument making. Located 
in Tampa, our expert personnel of makers 
and players serve professionals, teachers, 
and students. We offer a range of quality 
instruments, affordable rentals, expert repairs, 
and restorations.

VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY ................ 941
PO Box 9007; Petersburg, VA 23806 
(804) 524-5311 • vsu.edu 
The Department of Music at Virginia State 
University is accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Music and offers 
bachelor’s degrees in music education, 
performance, sound recording technology, and 
jazz studies.

WARBURTON MUSIC PRODUCTS ....... 9023
2189 N. U.S. Hwy. 1; Titusville, FL 32796 
(407) 366-1991 • warburton-usa.com 
Warburton instruments, mouthpieces, and 
accessories are precision machined in our 
factory in Florida. The Warburton system 
provides the player with the most efficient 
mouthpiece for any playing situation. Visit 
warburton-usa.com to learn more about our 
innovative products for brass and woodwinds.

WENGER CORPORATION ..................... 5001
555 Park Dr.; Owatonna, MN 55060 
(507) 774-8378 • wengercorp.com 
Wenger Corporation provides innovative, high-
quality products and solutions for music and 
theatre education, performing arts, and athletic 
equipment storage and transport. Products 
include music furniture, instrument storage, 
acoustics, shells, chairs, stands, and risers.
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2024 FMEA PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

MUSIC EDUCATION

President-Elect Jason Locker announces 

the theme for the 2024 & 2025 Professional 

Development Conferences: Music Education 

Begins with ME. Our goal will be to equip and 

empower music educators to best serve their 

students and the profession.

Make plans to be there: January 10-13, 2024, at 

the Tampa Convention Center in Tampa, Florida!
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WEST MUSIC FCAP  BRONZE ....................... 4041
1212 5th St., PO Box 5521; Coralville, IA 52241 
(800) 397-9378 • westmusic.com 
West Music is your resource for instruments 
and curriculum materials for the general music 
classroom. Remo drums, resource materials, 
recorders, Kala ukuleles, children’s books, 
props, puppets, and percussion, plus Sonor 
and Studio 49 Orff instruments. We’re here to 
work with you!

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY ............. 1020
710 William Carey Pkwy., Box 14;  
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
(601) 318-6175 • wmcarey.edu/school/music 
William Carey University is a private Christian 
university located in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 
The Winters School of Music at WCU is one 
of the largest schools of music in Mississippi 
with a music major enrollment approaching 200 
students! WCU is surprisingly affordable and 
offers outstanding scholarships!

WORLD’S FINEST CHOCOLATE ........... 2010
4614 W. Euclid Ave.; Tampa, FL 33629 
(321) 403-3144 • worldsfinestchocolate.com 
World’s Finest Chocolate. “We Fund 
Communities.” We have local representatives 
to serve you throughout Florida. Call (888) 821-
8452 to locate yours.

WORLDSTRIDES  
PERFORMING ARTS .............................. 4028
218 W. Water St.; Charlottesville, VA 22902 
(800) 999-7676 • worldstrides.com/perform 
WorldStrides Performing Arts—for student 
performing groups in choir, orchestra, and 
band. Performing travel experiences—from our 
adjudicated Heritage Festivals and Carnegie 
Hall events to major college bowl games and 
customized performing tours—in world-class 
venues all over the world.

YAMAHA CORPORATION OF  
AMERICA FCAP  GOLD ................................. 8027
6600 Orangethorpe Ave.;  
Buena Park, CA 90620 
(714) 522-9521 • usa.yamaha.com 
Yamaha offers a full line of musical instruments 
and accessories. With a focus on consistently 
high-quality products and services combined 
with innovative methods. Yamaha is dedicated 
to music education and providing fantastic 
music-making experiences for all generations.

FCAP  = Florida Corporate & Academic Partners
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The Florida Music Education Association values the broad human 
diversity in the state of Florida. We are distraught and frustrated 

by the continued injustice and violence toward Black people in 
our country. Social inequality and violence, in any form, must not 

be tolerated in our nation. FMEA sees, hears, and supports the 
struggles of our teachers and students in the Black community. 
We are with you, and together we can and will do better to end 

discrimination while advocating for equality.



Preparing you for the world stage 
The performing arts play a powerful role in a North Broward Preparatory School 
education.  Our innovative arts curriculum enriches the high quality teaching and 
learning offered in our school with the artistic values, traditions, and expertise of The 
Juilliard School.

Learn more about our performing arts program and Juilliard collaboration at 
www.nbps.org/fine-arts
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History of the FMEA Professional Development

Conference and Presidents

 With grateful appreciation, the Florida Music Education Association 
recognizes the history of this annual professional development conference 

and the chronology of its outstanding leadership.

President Year Conference Site

Otto Kraushaar 1944-1947 Tampa

Fred McCall 1948 Tampa

Otto Kraushaar 1949 Tampa

Wallace P. Gause 1950 & 1951 Tampa

Al G. Wright 1952 & 1953 Tampa

Harry McComb 1954 & 1955 Tampa

Frances Deen 1956 & 1957 Tampa

Howard Swyers 1958 & 1959 Tampa

Alton L. Rine 1960 & 1961 Tampa

Roy V. Wood 1962 Miami

Roy V. Wood 1963 Daytona Beach

Reid Poole 1964 Daytona Beach

Reid Poole 1965 Jacksonville

Pauline Heft 1966 & 1967 Tampa

William Ledue 1968 & 1969 Daytona Beach

Charles Quarmby 1970 & 1971 Daytona Beach

Peggy Joyce Barber 1972 Daytona Beach

Peggy Joyce Barber 1973 Gainesville

William P. Foster 1974 & 1975 Daytona Beach

Andrew Wright 1976 & 1977 Orlando

F. Lewis Jones 1978 & 1979 Orlando & Tampa

Alice S. Fague
1980 
1981

Tampa 
Daytona Beach

President Year Conference Site

Mary J. Palmer
1982 
1983

Daytona Beach 
Jacksonville

John R. DeYoung
1984 
1985

Daytona Beach 
Tampa

Raymond Kickliter 1986 & 1987 Tampa

Shelby R. Fullerton 1988 & 1989 Tampa

A. Byron Smith 1990 & 1991 Tampa

Bobby L. Adams 1992 & 1993 Tampa

Andre Arrouet 1994 & 1995 Tampa

Russell L. Robinson 1996 & 1997 Tampa

Kathleen D. Sanz 1998 & 1999 Tampa

Phillip D. Wharton 2000 & 2001 Tampa

Carolyn C. Minear 2002 & 2003 Tampa

Frank R. Howes 2004 & 2005 Tampa

Lucinda G. Balistreri 2006 & 2007 Tampa

Jeanne Reynolds 2008 & 2009 Tampa

Joseph Luechauer 2010 & 2011 Tampa

Sheila King 2012 & 2013 Tampa

Beth Ann Cummings 2014 & 2015 Tampa

John K. Southall 2016 & 2017 Tampa

Kenneth Williams 2018 & 2019 Tampa

Steven N. Kelly
2020 
2021

Tampa 
Virtual Conference

Shelby R. Chipman 2022 & 2023 Tampa
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GOLD PARTNERS

Partners as of December 12, 2022. 
*Please visit FMEA.org/partners for partnership details or call 850-878-6844.

Cannon Music Camp - Appalachian State University
Florida Southern College

Rollins College Department of Music
St. Thomas University

University of North Florida
University of North Texas

University of Tampa

Please take time to thank and support our 
2022-2023 Academic Partners.

BRONZE PARTNERS

University of Central Florida
SILVER PARTNERS
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GOLD PARTNERS

Partners as of December 12, 2022. 
*Please visit FMEA.org/partners for partnership details or call 850-878-6844.

BRONZE PARTNERS

Please take time to thank and support our 
2022-2023 Corporate Partners.

SILVER PARTNERS
Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc.

Eastman Music Company
Head’s House of Music

Meloquest, Inc.
Music & Arts

Music Man, Inc.
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

Orlando Sings
West Music Company
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2023 AUDITION DATES 
January 21, 28 

February 4, 11, 18
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The Stetson University School of 
Music is regarded as one of the 
nation’s finest undergraduate only 
professional schools of music, with 
a select enrollment of 200 majors. 
Students enjoy the advantage of 
close collaboration with faculty 
and remarkable opportunities for 
solo and ensemble performances. 

The Stetson School of Music is 
located on the historic downtown 
DeLand campus. Learn more 
about our outstanding programs 
and listen to our exceptional 
musical performances at 
stetson.edu/music.
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